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ROUNDWOOD PARK ALUMNI: Newsletter 11: May 2015     

4wwww 
www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/alumni  

Welcome to new readers: Alumni update information and opportunities to help. 

Most of you that read this newsletter are on the mailing list but as time goes on many of you may have changed career 
or contact details. For this reason I would ask if you could take the time to complete the ‘new’ registrastion form which 
also enables you to offer help and advice to our current students if you wish. 
 
PLEASE click on the following link  . http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/alumni-registration-form/  
 

Many alumni contact this office for advice on various professional areas and 
with your permission we are keen to enable alumni to link up to help each 
other. 
 
Green energy  
It has been a year since the solar panels were installed and 
commissioned on the school building roof.  
The panels both save the school electricity and then we also sell 
electricity back to the National Grid. To date we are slightly ahead of our 
predictions of electricity generated and we have effectively planted the 
equivalent of 157 trees. 

 
Inspiration – endorse a subject you studied at RPS.    
Many alumni have written in to say how they have been inspired to study a particular subject or to 
pursuea career in a particular field or simply to be motivated in a certain way. Such comments are 
posted around the various depts. To act as a means of encourageing our younger students to see 
shat pevious students have achieved in life. One such example is as follows[ no surprise with the 
subject!] 
 
“Through Chemistry I learnt about the predictable beauty of science, and it was key to unlocking 
the joy of learning for me. Once inspired I developed a life long insatiable joy for learning which 
continues to this day. Chemistry is the closest thing to medicine at school. This is because you are 
required to take seemingly disconnected knowledge eg. A metal, that reacts with water and its salts 
burn bright yellow in a flame, can be diagnosed as sodium. It acts in this way because of its atomic 
structure.  From this fascination my whole life changed ”.      
Dominic Kiernander [1987-1994] 
Studied Economics, Biology, Chemistry & General Studies in the Sixth Form then pursued his 
passion for Dentistry gaining a BDS [Uni of Wales],Dip.Rest. Dent. [ Royal College of Surgeons] 
and an MSc in Clinical Dentistry from Leeds University. He now works as a practising dentist in the 
West country. 
 
If you would like to send in an endorsement on any aspect of your school experience we would be 
pleased to hear from you. 
 

http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/alumni
http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/alumni-registration-form/
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Alumni funding 
We currently have over 1000 alumni on our mailing list. We hope to raise 
£1000 to help students  who are less fortunate and whose families are 
unable to afford to pay for some additional trips and equipment. 
 
 Having the appropriate sports attire and equipment has been shown to 
translate into improved academic drive and achievement; pupil premium 
and additional funding has helped a significant number of children from 
less well off families. However there are still many that do not qualify for such help and we hope 
that the Alumni funding can provide this valuable support. 
 
Please help us to help those less fortunate by making a donation on the following page. 
 http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/alumni/alumni-funding-2     
Thank you for your support and generosity. 
 
 

Alumni in the media - In the press and on television 
 

Max Baggio [2010] speeds to National downhill titles. 
After completing his A levels, Max is currently taking a year off from 

his further academic studies to pursue his talents in skiing as far as 

they may take him! 

‘Max Baggio admits topping the podium is a feeling he’ll never get 

bored of after the teenage speed demon added to his growing 

medal collection on day two of the Delancey British National Alpine 

Ski championships. 

The downhill discipline proved another high-octane event in Tignes after the thrills and spills of 

Monday’s Super-G, in which he took gold. On Tuesday, 19-year-old Baggio won the British 

National Downhill title, gliding across the line with a time of 1:15.89 His taste for gold didn’t stop 

there, once again topping the charts in the National Junior Championships to clinch the British U21 

crown. “The winning feeling here so far is great, it’s good to compete against your fellow Brits and 

I’m happy to return to the podium,” said Baggio’. 

extract from Herts Advertiser March 26th 2015 

 

The Pennine Way challenge 
Terry Holden [1965] has been in regular contact with the school, as seen in the February 2014 

edition of the Alumni Newsletter 07, concerning the 50th 

anniversary of walking the Pennine Way in 1965.  At that 

time 4 boys made the arduous trek in appalling weather. 

Following contact with the Pennine Way association and 

the BBC, Terry and his wife Anne (nee Hitchcock – class 

of 1966 were put up in a hotel in Buxton Derbyshire, 

courtesy of the BBC in early April. Terrry had reviously 

http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/alumni/alumni-funding-2
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been visited at home by a Producer from the BBC Countryfile team, after which he decided their 

story was of great interest and asked if Terry was prepared to attend a filming session in Edale the 

following week. Terry was interviewed (more of a conversation) with Anita Rani one of the 

Countryfile presenters, outside the The Old Nag's Head pub at the start of the walk in Edale 

Derbyshire.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b05t25rg/countryfile-high-peak  

 

It had been hoped that students today might wish to follow their (250 mile) footsteps during this 

Jubilee year to mark what was, in that time, a considerable achievement for the 15 & 16 year olds.  

 

 

Alex Thomas [2009] queries site of proposed new school. 
The possible archaeological significance of a Harpenden Green Belt site 

should be “thoroughly nvestigated before a proposal to transform it into a 

new secondary school becomes a reality, a PhD student has urged. 

Alexander Thomas is “extremely concerned” that no allowance is being 

made for the heritage value of land on the corner of Lower Luton Road 

and Common Lane, currently the base of a long-running cattleraising 

farm. 

The Batford farmland has been earmarked by Herts county council for a new six form of entry 

school, as proposed by local consortium the Harpenden Secondary Education Trust and backed by 

school campaigners. 

But Alexander said: “The school needs to be positioned in the right place, but for heritage reasons, 

this isn’t the right place. He warned that fields”. 

He warned that fields at the site “contain interesting earthwork features including demolished 

buildings in the south-west corner which seem to be associated with Batford Mill. “Old maps show 

this relationship and also indicate these are possibly medieval or post-medieval in date – AD1200 

to 800.” 

The 25-year-old is studying his first year of a doctorate in archaeology and anthropology at the 

University of Bristol and his research concerns the archaeological ‘visibility’ – or remains – of the 

Danelaw boundary, a region where Danish law was once recognised during the late 9th-

11th centuries. He said: “One of my areas of research is Harpenden around the River Lea, an area 

in which I have a personal interest as I grew up in Harpenden and my family lives there.” Alexander 

said the Batford farm contained traces of an ancient field boundary and was, “very close to the 

ancient ford and River Lea, which was the Danelaw boundary in the Anglo-Saxon period and 

Viking age, where the original settlement of Harpenden appears to be centred. “The position of the 

field is also significant as it forms part of the link between the ford, Mackerye End and the Roman 

villa at [Grade II listed] Turners Hall Farm.”Alexander said: “If you look at historic maps of the area 

you see what are possibly post-medieval buildings that seem to be associated with Batford Mill, 

which seems to be recorded in the Domesday Book.” A spokesman for the county council said the 

archaeological significance of any site earmarked for development “must always be considered. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b05t25rg/countryfile-high-peak


 

 | P a g e  

 

4 

Page | 4 Page | 4 

“This was the case during the process of identifying secondary school sites at Harpenden, when a 

consultant was commissioned to review each of the [nine potential] sites.” A consultant’s report to 

the council said the likelihood of prehistoric and medieval archaeological assets was “very low”. 

This article is from the Harpenden edition of the Herts Advertiser, 26th Feb 2015 by Debbie White. 

 Sarah McKenna [2007] has been selected for England Women’s Sevens 
squad.  

Former Harpenden schoolgirl Sarah McKenna has been named in the 

England Women’s side for this weekend’s [18/19th April] fourth round of 

the Sevens World Series in Canada. Saracens’ McKenna attended 

Roundwood Park and Grove Junior School and has played locally for 

Harpenden and Old Albanian rugby clubs. Head coach Simon Middleton, 

whose side finished seventh last time out in Atlanta, said: “This is a fresh 

and young looking squad who we hope will bring lots of energy to our campaign.” England head 

into round four knowing they must improve on their recent form if they are to secure an automatic 

place for Great Britain at the 2016 Olympics Games. They need to finish in the top four, otherwise 

they’ll be left to battle it out in further European qualifying tournaments this summer. Middleton 

added: “There’s no hiding from the fact that this is a huge leg in terms of achieving our objectives 

for the season, but we won’t be looking any further than our first game against Spain and then 

looking to build momentum on what we hope will be a solid start.” 

Article by Michael Edwards in the Harpenden Edition of the Herts Advertiser 16th April 2015. Photo courtesy of : RUGBYMATTERS.NET 

Charlotte Fowler [1999] – Maggie comes home after nine day 
search  

A rescued dog which went missing for nine days has been  reunited with 

her very relieved owner who camped out at night and managed to coax her 

back with gravy bones. Three days after being rehomed in Harpenden from 

the Dogs Trust Maggie, a black and tan crossbreed, was taken by her new 

owner, Charlotte Fowler, to see her mum in Blackmore End. But she 

suddenly escaped through a fence. 

An appeal to locate the missing pooch was launched via  social media, Dogs Trust Harefield and 

the Herts Advertiser. Charlotte said: “To begin with we searched all over Blackmore End and 

surrounding areas including the golf course and all the woods. “My partner and I even searched the 

woods at 2am one morning as we thought we’d seen her, but later found out it was a fox – Maggie 

looks like one and even has a white tip on her tail!” Friends and family joined the hunt as reports 

came in of Maggie being spotted in nearby Kimpton. 

http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/?p=21794
http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/?p=21794
http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/charlotte-fowler-1999-maggie-comes-home-after-nine-day-search/
http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/charlotte-fowler-1999-maggie-comes-home-after-nine-day-search/
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One night her partner slept out in his car in front of the driveway and saw Maggie approaching the 

food at about 3am, “but a cat startled her just when she went to settle down, and off she went”.So 

Charlotte tried a different tack.She explained: “I decided to camp out on the inside of the fence, 

right by a hole, and made sure I was well hidden. I had a board ready to block it and blocked off the 

garden so she had no where to run. “We set up all the food including a special dispenser stuffed 

with meat. I put all her blankets and bed out, and stuffed the corners with gravy bones.” Hiding 

nearby, Charlotte heard something walking on the gravel later that night. 

She said: “I could hardly breathe through fear of scaring her off. Suddenly I saw her head come 

through the hole, then she squeezed the rest of her body through and started tucking into the food. 

“I pushed the board across, then called her. She came running over for a cuddle. “We were so 

pleased and relieved to finally find her. My worse fear was that she’d been hit by a car or eaten 

poison. “We can now look forward to giving Maggie the new life she deserves.” 

Charlotte thanked everyone who helped search for Maggie, who has since been checked over by a 

vet and apart from losing a couple of kilos, is in good condition. 

Article by Debbie White, Herts Advertiser [Harpenden Edition] 30th April 2015 

Alumni Grapevine – some of those we have heard from recently. 

 
Peter Dennis [1987]: Back coaching St.Albans HC. 

As an outstanding hockey player and also a highly qualified and 

experienced hockey coach [ England, St Albans & Harpenden], Peter 

chose to redirect his efforts away from coaching to concentrate on his 

career in the City. He currently works for UBS AG in London where he is 

the Director of Communications & Branding. However after an 18 year 

break, Peter is back coaching St Albans Hockey Club.  He is assisted by 

alumna Charley O’Dell [2010] who is the team Physio. 

 

Hon Si Lo [2012] – Life in Hong Kong 

After studying Maths, Chemistry and Physics in the Sixth Form, Hon 

returned to his native Hong Kong where he is currently studying for a 

batchelor’s degree in Economics & Finance. He says ” It is tough.” 

Before  starting his studies at University, Hon gained work experience in 

the China Banking Regulatory Commission in Beijing. During his studies 

he has found time to gain valuable experience as a research assistant in Mergermarket and also at 

the Hong Kong Polytechnic University. Hon has also worked as an Events Coordinator at the Hong 

Kong Venture Capital and Private Equity Association. 

Hon hopes to graduate in 2016 – we wish him luck 

 

http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/peter-dennis-1987-back-coaching-st-albans-hc/
http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/hon-si-lo-2012-life-in-hong-kong/
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Mayank Karbal [2010]. After leaving us in 2010, Mayank studied 

Accountancy & Finance and gained a 1st class Batchelors degree from 

the University of Leeds. After internships with Aberdeen Asset 

Management and  DeLoitte,  Mayank became an Associate Relationship 

Manage before taking up his current post as Assistant Manager at Lloyds 

Banking Group in Edinburgh.  

Rob Harris [2006] “After graduating with a BA (Hons) degree in Events Management from 

Bournemouth University in 2011, I am presently based in the City of 

London at the London Stock Exchange as the Commercial Events Sales 

Executive for our Events & Studios. My work involves selling our events 

space to clients and companies to use our facilities for their own events – 

most popular are financial results announcements for FTSE listed 

companies. I also manage multiple events, allowing me to interact with 

clients directly, along with nurturing relationships in the sales process. This 

is an environment that is always fast-paced, exciting, diverse and always a lot of fun with my team 

and other colleagues. I am also currently living in SW London.” 

 Josie Adams [1997] is now Head of Training and Development 
Orchid Pubs and Dining Hospitality Group. Josie gained a Bachelor of 
Arts (BA), Theatre with film from the University of Brighton. 

 

 Adam Msetfi [2008 ] is now General Manager at 
Abbots Kitchen in St Albans following an extensive 
career in the restaurant and hospitality trade. 
 
 
 

 
 Astin Ewington [2006] is Senior Account Manager at Crunch 
Communications Ltd where she is the senior events and sponsorship 
manager working in Motorsport. Astin studied at Loughborough 
University gaining an MSc in Exercise Physiology and a BSc in Sport 
& Exercise Science. 
 

 Joanne Menges [1982] is Director of St Dionis and also Senior 
Manager - Beauty- Europe, Middle East India & Africa at Burberry. After 
studying French & German at Birmingham University, Joanne gained 
considerable and varied experience in the business world.and has over 
twenty years' experience of international marketing, branding and 
business development across a range of commercial sectors, including 
Beauty; Financial Services Leisure, Health Clubs & Spas; Property and 
Pharmaceuticals. I bring clarity and breadth to complex strategic issues 

in order to maximise value. 
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James Nichiolls [1989] is Director at First Senior Group in Luton. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Catherine Goode [2009] is a recruitment Consultant at Trg Logistics. 
 

 
 
 
Sarah Hyams [2010] is an Analyst at ComPeer Limited - Specialist in 
benchmarking, competitor analysis & research services for Wealth 
Managers  
 
Charlotte Coleman [2010] has now embarked 

on  Ph.D. on inorganic chemistry at Imperial College London. 
Previously she gained a 1st class honours Masters degree in chemistry 
from the University of Bristol. 
 
 
 

Natalie Goch  [2010 ]. After school, Natalie spent half the year working in 
a school in South Africa and then spent the ski season in Canada, during 
which time she took exams for and became qualified as a Ski Instructor, 
Snowboard Instructor and Ski Instructor for the Disabled. She returned to 
the UK to start a course in Sport & Physical Education at the University of 
Bedfordshire. However, midway through the course Natalie opted to focus 
on her passion for skiing, first as an instructor in Switzerland and then as a 
ski guide and chalet manager in Switzerland, Spain and Austria. Currently 

Natalie has set up her own holiday company called Snowflake Holidays 
(www.snowflakeholidays.co.uk) and is about to open her first property in Filzmoos, Austria ready 
for the first summer season. 
 

 Visiting Speaker 
 
Sally Wilson [2004] will be coming in to school on Friday 12th June to talk to 
year 12 and year 10 students about her career in films. She is a "senior texture 
artist" and has worked on Oscar winning films and on the forthcoming Star Wars 
release. 
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The staff interview  -  Mr Bryan Saunders  -  Head of Sixth 
Form [2002-12] 

1. What did you study at University – why that subject in particular?  
Psychology. As a youngster I stumbled across a book called 
“Psychocybernetics” and gained a dawning realisation that there was 
reason and explanation behind all human behaviour. From that point 
on the subject has always fascinated me.  
 
2.Do you have any fond memories of your time at university?  
Few that are printable. The clubs were excellent for music and 
comedy. I remember booing off stage a rubbish support band, though 
one of their songs, “Planet Earth” was quite good…..yes, it was 
Duran, Duran. I saw an unknown and up-and-coming band called 
Eurythmics headed by Annie Lennox from the Tourists. A young comedian called Lennie Henry 
was also worth seeing.  
 
3.What made you go into teaching?  
Always wanted to. Didn’t put my name on my SAE so didn’t get a place when I first applied. Went 
into Banking. Hated it. Followed my heart by re-applying to Teacher Training, this time taking more 
care over my application.  
 
4. Why did you choose Roundwood Park School and have you ever worked in another school or 
any other industry?  
I started in banking and as I said, hated it. First teaching job was in Halifax. Then moved into FE, 
teaching at Burnley College then moved down to Dunstable College. Took up Head of Psychology 
at Queensbury School in Dunstable, and later asked to be Assistant Head of Sixth Form, which I 
greatly enjoyed. Therefore, the Head of Sixth role at Roundwood Park was the right job in the right 
place at the right time.   
 
5. What aspects of your job at RPS did you especially enjoy and if you have to pick one thing that 
you most enjoyed what would it have been?  
Playing footie for the staff team. In all honesty, the greatest fulfilment of such a rewarding job was 
to see the transformation of the sixth form students – receiving them as newly out of school uniform 
Y12s to adults at the Leavers’ Ball and onto careers and university beyond school. The teams I 
worked with in achieving this transformation, and the people I worked with in those teams was 
special. At risk of embarrassing you, Brian, working alongside you was a privilege and something I 
continue to miss.  
 
6. You have been linked with one of the examination boards as an examiner for Psychology. What 
was your involvement there and why did you take on this role?  
First as an examiner, which I took on to enhance my teaching, to gain a better understanding of the 
examining process. I became Principal examiner for Sports Psychology, then Principal for the 
Applied Options Paper, and eventually A level Psychology Chief Examiner.  
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7. Rumour has it you are an avid Arsenal FC supporter/fan. Why support this team and do you 
attend games?  
I went from the age of 5, (in the 1960s!). My dad had a season ticket, and for a couple of packets of 
Rothman’s he was allowed to lift me over the turnstile and in for free. I now have a season ticket in 
my name which I share with a friend.  
 
8. You are also a keen football player and a qualified referee – how did you get involved with this? 
Played for as long as I can remember. I had always been involved in running school teams, right 
from my first job. So I was asked if I wanted to do coaching badges and referee training, which I felt 
would be useful as well as interesting to do.  
 
9. Do you have any moments that stand out that you are willing to share about your experiences at 
RPS?  
Oh so many…..I am always gladdened by the 6th form leavers ball. I think the 50s jive one was 
definitely memorable. Receiving an ‘outstanding’ in every category in our Ofsted inspection was 
quite an achievement too.  
 
10. Students often said they especially enjoyed the debating competitions that you organised. Why 
did you initiate this at RPS?   
I feel debating should be part of the culture of any successful school. Its skills are so demanding, 
entertaining and rewarding. By participating in a debate students learn to articulate as well as the 
art of persuasion. Debating has been linked with increases in students' academic performance. 
Students benefit when preparing for debates by honing their research skills. Students also benefit 
from the experience of speaking in public.  
 
11. Did you also take part in extra-curricular activities such as visits or sporting events with the 
students?  
Used to run the school first team (football). Reached a few district finals. Sent off our best player 
(Ewington) in a semi-final extra time when we were one down, he had already stormed off, Greg 
(ex-pro) Heald arrived, and the PE department sensitively but insistently ensured I didn’t get near 
another school football field again!  
 
12. How do you feel you made an impact at RPS as Head of Sixth Form?  
Moved it from a ‘good’ sixth form with behaviour and other concerns to an ‘outstanding’ one in 
every category. I stuck to the principle of student pastoral care must underpin everything. 
Genuinely like, be proud of, and support your kids and they will become the best they can be.  
 
13. After 10 years at the helm you left for a new job – why then and has this given you a new lease 
on life?  
I always said I was happy to stay in a place I loved to come into in the morning. I would only leave 
for the same sort of job, one which paid more and was nearer to home. I am now Assistant 
Headteacher for KS5, 12 minutes journey from home. Ideal. …and yes! loving the new challenge.  
 
14. Are you still riding your motorbike to work?  
Yes, but very much a member of the FWBU (fair weather bikers union)  
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15. Given the changes in education over the years would you, given your time again, go into 
teaching or another profession? Teaching, without any hesitation. It’s not for everyone though.  
 
16. When students look back on their time at RPS how would you 
like to be remembered?  
This anonymous sketch was submitted in response to this question. 
If anyone recognises it or is the artist please let us know. 

 
Staff changes & news 

 
Juliette Keenor [History] has recently got married and is now Mrs Upton. 
 
 
 
 

Michele Tomlins [ Examinations Officer] is now Mr s Darvill. 
Married in May with an evening reception at what was the 
Vauxhall Sports Club with sons , Ashley, Neil and daughter 
Helen and lots of friends and some RPS staff. 
 

 
Michelle Rooney [PE & Head of House system] and her husband  have 
recently adopted two children [siblings Alice (2) and Christian (1)] and Michelle 
has taken a year’s sabbatical. Michelle joined RPS in June 2001 as a female 
PE teacher. Introduced GCSE Dance in 2002. Became head of PE after Matt 
Pope’s promotion in 2005. Sabbatical travelling and teaching abroad in 2008. 

Worked with student voice to introduce and head up the House system in 2012. Promoted to acting 
assistant head teacher in 2014 

 
 
Glen Pettengell remains as acting head teacher [ since Sept 2014 ] of Sir 
Frederic Osborne school in Welwyn Garden City but will be returning to RPS in 
September 2015 to assume his ‘old’ position as deputy Head.. 
 

 
James Goddard [2007-14] has moved to Beaumont School in St Albans to take up 
Head of ICT. 
 
 

 STOP PRESS 
Jess Linhart [2013 ] has returned to school in May to undertake 6 weeks work experience 
in History. 
 

David Peck [1981] is alive and well and continuing to enthral the Valencians with the 
intricacies of standard and colloquial English. As a teacher at RPS, David was responsible 
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for the introduction of Sociology to the RPS curriculum. 
 

News & Views, comments and photos, welcomed from all 
Alumni. Please email alumnioffice@roundwoodpark.co.uk  

mailto:alumnioffice@roundwoodpark.co.uk

