
Year 11 

Revision 

and Support

Information Evening



• Introduction & Support – Mr Pettengell (Deputy 
Headteacher)

• Revising English – Mrs Lewis 

• Revising science – Mr Binks

• Revising maths – Mr Keegan

• General revision skills– Mr Lansdowne (Head of 
Year 11)

• Final comments – Mr Pettengell



Aims
• To learn about general and core subject 

specific revision skills and techniques

• How to create a revision timetable

• Point you to revision guides and other 
resources

• Provide information about the mock exams 

• Parental support and coping with pressure



Year 11 HL Consequences to date:
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Support:  Autumn Term

• Interim Reports

• Y11 Review meetings [1] [invitation only]- Friday 21 
October

• “Revision Cracked” workshops after half-term 

• Support from Form Tutors in setting up a revision 
timetable for Mocks

• Home learning to be revision only in the two weeks 
prior to mocks [from 07 November]

• Mock exams 21 November - 30 November [art and 
textiles mocks in school during the following four days]



Support:  Spring Term
• Progress of every student assessed after mock exams

• Mock results day Friday 13 January

• On-going monitoring throughout the term

• Consultation evening- Thursday 19 January

• ‘Elevate’ revision workshops [Feb & March]

• Full reports issued- end of March 2016

• Y11 Review meetings [2] [invitation only]- Thursday 30 
March

• After school revision sessions on published topics

• Rearrangement of some teaching groups to target 
specific weaknesses / student needs

• Personalised after school support

• Revision workshops during the Easter Holiday



Support:  Summer Term

• Revision programme through the final exam 
and study leave published

• All students complete a final revision 
timetable

• Attendance monitored and parents kept 
informed

• August – happy, successful students and proud 
parents!



GCSE English Language
and English Literature

Exam revision
Mrs Lewis



GCSE English Language and English Literature 
Exam papers

• This is a new specification so there are not many past papers; 
however, AQA have provided papers which we will use in class and 
we have also designed papers to complement the ones provided by 
the exam board.

• There are revision books and papers which are designed to match 
the style of these new exams and I suggest students look at them 
and decide which one has a style that suits them. CGP is popular 
with students; it has a range of guides and papers can be ordered 
from January 2017.

• Kerboodle will soon be accessible for students; it is an amazing 
resource that the department has brought providing a strong focus 
on engagement, skills development and exam preparation.



GCSE English Language Examinations 

There are now 2 papers for English Language

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives

Both papers have 2 sections:

• Section A: Reading and responding to texts 

• Section B: Writing tasks 

• Your class revision notes include the details of each question and you will have 
revision notes for techniques to learn. 

• The root questions stay the same, but the texts change.
• You will be taught specific times and strategies for each question.



GCSE English Language

Suggested wider revision techniques for reading questions

• Read and annotate a variety of quality newspaper and magazine articles 
as well as autobiographies

• Read nineteenth century writing so you are used to the language and the 
syntactical structures (often compound-complex)

• Use highlighters to find quotations 

• Annotate in the margin focussing on words and phrases, language 
devices, sentence structures and how the text is structured

• Put notes and posters around the room as reminders of key terms and 
their effects

• Revise grammatical terms, writing definitions and examples so you can 
use subject terminology accurately

• Use the reading questions which are always the same wording for any 
article or extract you find. 



GCSE English Language

How to revise to achieve the higher bands for writing

• Practise planning in 5 minute slots – this will allow you to make a range 
of points or structure a story.

• Write short, focused plans for articles, stories and the opening of 
stories you have read and try describing photographs.

• Originality is important – discuss ideas 

• Read the question carefully, annotate the purpose, audience, and form 
and refer back to it. Adopt a convincing voice.

• Timing – practise handwriting full answers in the set time 

• Prepare and try out sample sentence starts using the argue and 
persuade devices.

• Build your own descriptive vocabulary; invent similes and metaphors.



GCSE English Literature exams

You have 2 papers for English Literature
All of them are closed book so it is essential that you learn quotations.
Paper 1 assesses your Shakespeare text and nineteenth century novel. 
Both of these will have an extract, but you must also link to the wider 
text as well as the influence of context on your reading.
Paper 2 assesses your modern prose or drama text (this has no 
extract), comparing poems from your poetry anthology as well as 
analysing and comparing unseen poetry.

Students have studied Macbeth, A Christmas Carol or Jekyll and Hyde, 
An Inspector Calls or Lord of the Flies.



GCSE English Literature exams

• Choose and learn quotations that reveal how characters are presented and 
how themes develop

• Revise the context of the texts you have studied 

• Re-read texts and class notes

• Choose key moments or scenes and closely analyse these; consider which 
themes or ideas are being depicted here and name the methods the writer is 
using

• Draw the characters or settings and label them with quotations

• Make up rhymes or songs to help you remember the key moments in the plot

• Download the audio versions of the texts and listen to them on long journeys 
or before you go to sleep.

• Go and see Macbeth or An Inspector Calls at the theatre

1. The Conch and Democracy
2. Fire and a Mulberry
3. Marriage row
4. First taste of meat
5. WHAT IS THE BEAST!!!
6. Dead parachutist
7. Let’s all hunt Robert
8. Talk to a pig’s head
9. Simon is murdered
10. Specs nicked at night time
11. Poor Piggy Splattered
12. A big fire and rescue.



GCSE English Literature Exam 

You will be assessed on poetry from the Power and Conflict cluster; you 
are asked to compare these poems as well as analysing and comparing 
unseen poems.

• Read and Re-read the poems from your cluster

• Make cue cards of the key ideas and themes from the poems

• Compare your poems by theme

• Learn key quotations thinking about language, structure and form and
linking them to theme

• Revise the context of each poem

• Revise poetic terms and their definitions

• Complete practice essays in timed conditions including planning and 
checking 

• To prepare for the unseen section, practise analysing poems from the 
other other cluster in your anthology



You need to know: 
• The key points / ideas in the poem 
• The themes and tone of the poem 
• The author’s intention when writing the poem 
• The context the poem was written in
• The language techniques used and the form of the poem
• The feelings expressed
• The poems which have similarities
• The structure 
• ONCE YOU KNOW IT TELL SOMEONE ELSE 



How to help your child

• Reading is vital –prompt them to READ all the Literature texts and 
a wide range of non-fiction texts for English Language - provide 
opportunities for reading.

• Encourage them to read another nineteenth century novel.

• Discuss ideas from the news or their texts. 

• Listen to their writing – reading aloud draws attention to style and 
structure.

• Study guides are a useful support once they know the text.

• Spelling and grammar activities will prompt them to check and to 
use subject terminology.

• Focus on writing skills, planning and improving vocabulary – use a 
thesaurus.

GCSE English Language  and English Literature



Websites

Online newspapers or magazines: The Guardian; The Times, The 
Independent, BBC news.
Websites and study guides can provide you with the basic 
information
Lit charts
• http://www.litcharts.com/lit/an-inspector-calls/
• http://www.litcharts.com/lit/macbeth
• http://www.litcharts.com/lit/lord-of-the-flies
• http://www.litcharts.com/lit/a-christmas-carol
• http://www.litcharts.com/lit/dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde
BBC bitesize
• http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/levels/z98jmp3
• http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/prosegreatexpect/0pros

e_greatexpect_contrev4.shtml
Sparks and York notes 
• http://www.sparknotes.com/sparknotes/
• http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/prosegreatexpect/0pros

e_greatexpect_contrev4.shtml

http://www.litcharts.com/lit/an-inspector-calls/
http://www.litcharts.com/lit/macbeth
http://www.litcharts.com/lit/lord-of-the-flies
http://www.litcharts.com/lit/a-christmas-carol
http://www.litcharts.com/lit/dr-jekyll-and-mr-hyde
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/levels/z98jmp3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/prosegreatexpect/0prose_greatexpect_contrev4.shtml
http://www.sparknotes.com/sparknotes/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/prosegreatexpect/0prose_greatexpect_contrev4.shtml


Revising Science
Mr Binks



GCSE SCIENCE

AQA
2 Courses

Core and Additional Science = 2 GCSEs

Separate Sciences = 3 GCSEs



GCSE SCIENCE

Core and Additional Science

Unit B2 25%
Unit C2 25%
Unit P2 25%
ISA 25%

= 1 GCSE

Unit B1 25%
Unit C1 25%
Unit P1 25%
ISA 25%

= 1 GCSE



GCSE SCIENCE

Separate Science (For each Biology, Chemistry and Physics course. Total 9 

exams.)

Unit 1 25%

Unit 2 25%

Unit 3 25%

ISA 25%

= 1GCSE in each course.



GCSE SCIENCE
ISAs

All students have done or be in the process of doing 

at least one ISA so far

Possibility of retakes for a small group of students, but 

generally students perform well first time

Students aiming for target grade or higher

May be done outside lessons to allow for increased 

revision time

Most students see improvement with practice of skills



GCSE SCIENCE

Course Specifications (essential for revision)

Science is information overload. The specification sets out 
all that information into a logical, organised, progression 
document

AQA website

Select science from the subject list and choose the GCSE option to 
go to all the AQA GCSE science courses. Select the course that you 
are studying.



GCSE SCIENCE

Click here for the full 
specification document



GCSE SCIENCE

How to use the specification

Use the title for each of the topics in the specification and produce 
a glossary.

Put the title of the topics onto flash cards and produce small bullet 
point notes.

Link the topics to pages in the revision guide to add extra 
information

Print out the specification and use it as a tick sheet for when you 
have revised each topic.



GCSE SCIENCE

Past Papers

Past papers and mark schemes can be downloaded from the 

AQA website, they will be available on the VLE before the 

mocks

Use the foundation papers as ‘warm ups’

Make a list of important words used in the mark-scheme

Read the examiner reports

Practice the long answer questions

Learn from the answers – not: ‘that’s what I meant’!



GCSE SCIENCE
Active revision

Write question and answer note cards using revision 

guide

Record yourself explaining a topic

Use the workbooks alongside the revision guide, read 

content and answer questions at the same time

Read a chapter in revision guide, find a past paper 

question on that topic

Pick the ‘worst’ topics to learn!



GCSE SCIENCE
My-GCSEScience.com

3-8 minute video on each topic for each exam

Can sign in or available on youtube

Worked examples of how to answer questions

Revision Classes and Drop Ins

We will host these from term 2 onwards

They are designed as a supplement to revision, not 

as the main body of it

Opportunity to ask teachers about specific topics



GCSE SCIENCE

Other revision websites
BBC Bitesize

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/21c/

S-Cool
www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse

Skoool
http://lgfl.skoool.co.uk/keystage4.aspx?id=314

Text book available on the VLE

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/21c/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse
http://lgfl.skoool.co.uk/keystage4.aspx?id=314




Maths revision = doing maths
• Completing revision on a little but often basis will be much 

more effective than cramming in the final couple of weeks!

• The best way to revise for mathematics is to complete as 
many practice questions as possible

• Focus on weaker areas – don’t avoid revising the topics you 
hate.



• Topic lists (available on the VLE)

A place to start



• Exemplar papers – only exemplar papers exist 
since this is a new GCSE examination

These are available on the VLE. 

Hard copies of exemplar papers may be available 
for sale prior to the actual exams.

Practice resources available include:



• Revision 
workbooks

Make sure it is 
written for the 

2015
specification

Practice resources available include:



• Mymaths

Practice resources available include:



• Maths Watch

Practice resources available include:



• PIXL maths app

Practice resources available include:



• Home learning book

Practice resources available include:



• Your Maths teacher

• Revision sessions and conferences (look out for and 
attend these!)

• The VLE – packed with loads of useful revision 
resources and updated regularly

• Friday morning support sessions – targeted invites

Further resources available:



• The volume of subject content has increased

• Harder topics have been introduced to both tiers

• Students will sit 3 papers (each 1.5 hours long) rather 
than 2 papers as in the old GCSE maths examinations

Increased demand



New higher tier content



New foundation tier content



New content to both tiers



No longer examined in GCSE Maths



• Examinations have a greater emphasis on problem-
solving and reasoning

Increased demand

Instead of:

Solve:

10x - 2 = 38



You might get:

Styles of questions



Most formulae need to be memorised
The following formulae are given to you in your examination
booklets. All other formulae need to be memorised.

Perimeter, area and volume Kinematics





General revision skills
Mr Lansdowne



41 days until 

your mock 
exams!



There are only 
196 days until 
your first GCSE 

exam!



General Revision Skills – getting 
started 

• Do an audit of where you are now in each subject

• Plan ahead 

• Check the syllabus

• Know how many questions you have to answer

• Go over past papers- most can be accessed on 
the VLE 

• Try out sample questions under exam conditions

• Ask teachers for examiner’s reports – they show 
what examiners are looking for and common 
mistakes made by students 



Identify Your Competence Level 
for each subject and topic



Breaking it down…



Active revision, not just reading

• Revise, test, rest / Divide up revision time into blocks
• Post it notes
• Story method for key words
• Make posters / index cards / flashcards of key points
• Mind maps / Spider diagrams 
• Reading notes aloud
• Rhythm and rhyme / Invent a rap, chant or song
• Drawing pictures
• Recording key notes onto IPOD / MP3
• Re-writing from memory / Brainstorming
• Studying with friends
• Use of text books

• Past papers 
• Revision websites – a wealth of resources on-line - MEMRISE 









Ideas to Use….

Make your own Revision Cards



Ideas to Use….



Revise, test, rest (40 mins revision, 10 
minutes testing, 10 minutes resting) 



Year 11 Revision - Tips & Techniques

Golden Rules
• Stick to fulfilling your potential, not other people's 

expectations [target grades]
• Plan and prepare well – preparation, preparation, 

preparation [revision & rest in the right balance]
• Focus on yourself, not on what your friends think or are 

doing – or not 
• Ask for help if you need it 
• Remember, this is not your only chance to prove 

yourself – but it is your best opportunity to achieve
• Believe in yourself, you've got no reason not to



However, don’t forget…

• The odd hour here and there isn't enough

• Know your strong and weak subjects – be strategic 

• Set targets and a timetable - then reward yourself

• Find somewhere quiet to revise – no distractions 
[electronic devices!!!!!!]

• Put your revision and exams into perspective, it’s not 
forever – but please be genuine with yourself about 
your level of effort

• Manage your stress, eat well and sleep well 



Preparing a revision timetable 

• Before you start…

• Draw up a chart showing times and dates of your 
exams and work out how many weeks until your 
first exam 

• Avoid wasting time by deciding in advance what 
to do in each session

• Get balance right between revision and leisure 
time

• Set up a routine and discipline yourself 

• Work out what your “time stealers” are and take 
steps to manage them 



Revision Timetable:





Things to consider:
• What commitments do I have such as clubs, 

tuition, music lessons, sporting commitments etc?
• How will I balance these with thorough revision 

for each subject in preparation for Mock Exams 
and final exams? 

• How can I pace out revision over the week during 
school time and whilst on study leave? 

• How will a revision plan / timetable work best for 
me? 

• Where, when and how will I do my revision? 
• What resources will I need? 
• How can my parents best support me? 



Mock Exams – why they need to be 
taken seriously!

• If you do your best they will give you a good 
indication of what you are likely to achieve

• Good results raise your confidence and 
aspirations

• Sixth form applications are judged on mock 
results and teacher recommendations

• College places are allocated on the basis of 
your mock results – and your Year 11 report

• Mock Exam Results Day Friday 13 January 
2016



The Mock Exams 

• Begin Monday 21 November 2016

• Study leave begins on Monday 21 November 
[for most students based on HL records]and 
everyone returns on the Thursday 31 November

• You attend school only when you have an exam 
but study rooms will be available for you to stay 
in school

• Full uniform must be worn 

• Exam conditions must be upheld 



Practical 
information 

and ideas

Clear language

Tried and tested tips for 
pupils and busy parents

Tackling excuses and 
lack of motivation

Key websites and other 
resources



GCSEs
What can a parent do?

101 tips to ensure success



Clear language

Tried and tested tips for pupils and 
busy parents

Tackling excuses and lack of 
motivation

Key websites and other resources



Available this 
evening

or from Pastoral




