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ASPIRE Learning Insight VI - Summary Report  
14th – 22nd May : Summer 2014 

 

1. THE PURPOSE AND NATURE OF THE INSIGHT 
The purpose of this Insight was to find out what the students are learning and which learning habits are 
being used. The objective of the Insight was to deepen the understanding of the learning habits of students 
and the ways in which the school community can become better learners. The team focused on Years 7, 8 
and 9. A total of 71 lessons were visited by the team for approximately 20 minutes each. 
 

2. LEARNING for LIFE @ RPS 

Some Positive Points:  
 Points about students’ learning Impact, conclusions or probable explanations 
1 Evolving with others (28.9%), social  

learning 
The group of learning habits used most by students 

2 Learning respectfully (80.3%) was the habit 
most seen from evolving with others and the 
second most seen learning habit overall 

This shows our students’ listening behaviours to understand matters 
well are developing. The Insight team also suggested students were 
demonstrating higher levels of empathy and open-mindedness when 
listening, to refine and develop their own initial views  

3 Collaboration (73.2%) and Flexibility(71.8%) 
have risen by a further 5% and 10 % 
respectively from Insight V 

There is more evidence than we have seen before of students 
working more effectively in teams and inter-dependently, in other 
words knowing, and choosing, when to work alone or to co-operate 
with others   

4 Focusing (27.8%), emotional engagement The second highest group of learning habits demonstrated 
5 Determination (87.3%), the learning habit 

seen most overall, and Self discipline 
(77.5%) underpin this outcome (point 4) 

These rises demonstrate our students are continually becoming 
more adept at managing their emotions during learning and are 
highly motivated to stay fully engaged with learning; achieving 
specific goals in learning that they have often identified themselves 

6 Learning to understand (23.5%), the 
cognitive learning habits, maintained a good 
overall proportion of all learning habits seen 

Problem solving (64.8%), Thinking logically (53.5%), and 
Questioning (49.3%) remain the thinking skills students use most in 
lessons  

7 Problem solving (64.8%) has fallen by nearly 
20% since the Insight V 

Insight V involved Year 8, 10 and 13 students and it seems that 
there is a general trend for students to have more learning 
opportunities to Problem solve as they move through the school, 
demonstrated in both Insight V & VI, and by comparing the two 

8 Creative thinking (49.3%) has risen by more 
than 12% from Insight V, to an 
unprecedented level seen in past Insights 

This rise suggests that our students are using their imagination 
more to generate fresh ideas and original solutions within their 
learning, and are probably being given more learning activities 
which facilitate this 

9 Evaluating (67.6%) has risen by nearly 8% 
from Insight V, to an unprecedented level 
seen in past Insights 

This suggests students are steadily becoming more analytical and 
are getting more opportunities to self-manage; consciously deciding 
how they improve and refine their initial attempts at a learning task 

10 Responsibility (66.2%) has risen again from 
Insight V, to an unprecedented level seen in 
past Insights 

This shows how learning is gradually changing in the everyday ‘diet’ 
of students’ lessons at RPS. Teachers are increasingly acting more 
as facilitators to support learning; giving students more control and 
autonomy to direct their own learning to achieve a specific goal 
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11 Key learning habits: 
                                 Y1                Y2 
Collaboration          61.1%         67.7% 
Evaluation              52.0%         62.7% 
Questioning            49.2%         57.6% 
Perseverance          35.7%         43.7% 

The four key learning habits adopted by different subject areas this 
academic year have all increased in their incidence in lessons from 
our first year’s introduction of the learning habits, to the second 
year of ASPIRE. The development of the progression charts for 
these habits, which will be embedded in learning next year, should 
enhance these key habits even further in year 3 

 
Some Points for Thought and Improvement:  
 Points about students’ learning Impact, probable explanations or solutions 
1 Individuality (19.8%), the strategic 

range, group of learning habits 
continues to be least visible  

Teachers and students need to further explore how to create opportunities 
to more frequently understand themselves better as learners, as well as 
take and manage risks 
 

2 Organising (26.8%) and Planning 
ahead (29.6%) were the learning 
habits seen least, from the 
Individuality learning quadrant 

Teachers and students need to create more opportunities to research and 
explore their learning, through preparatory tasks, as well as strategically 
tracking their own progress. More project based learning opportunities 
might be the solution to this 

3 Communication (53.5%) although at a 
sound level was the learning habits 
seen least in Evolving with others, in 
the social learning quadrant 

 

Presenting information, thoughts or views clearly to people through a 
number of media in the 21st century is obviously of high importance so that 
students develop their capacity whilst at school, as well as when they leave 
RPS. Learning how to communicate accurately and effectively, if not 
persuasively, to an audience is highly valuable. Teachers and students 
need to continue to look at new ways to facilitate communication and with 
more frequency 

 

The Insight VI team, from their visits, described these learning conditions as most conducive to deep learning: 
• When the learning habit was explicit it led to the students using the habit more in lessons  
• Where students were allowed to get on with it after the teacher had provided a clear objective to achieve, 

even if the outcome was not prescribed or completely revealed from the outset  
• Where students were working collaboratively, not in silence, and where the students were encouraged to 

take responsibility for their movement in the room, take risks and learn from helpful mistakes  
• When students were given a choice within their learning which led them to think more for themselves 
• Where learning was practical, collaborative through paired or group work and where there were 

opportunities for open questioning 
• opportunities to reflect on their learning and evaluate their strengths and relative weaknesses 

These demonstrate that there are many examples of deep learning taking place in ‘Learning @ RPS’. They also 
demonstrate our focus for teachers to consider how to ‘engage students with subject content through 
significant learning habit activity’, is working. This is shown by some of the data for learning habits, eg: 
Problem solving, Evaluating, Learning respectfully, Flexibility, Collaboration, etc., which link directly to the 
bullets above, continuing to increase the incidence they are seen in Insights over time.  
 

Learning Exemplars by Year Group 
Year 7 – In the twenty-three lessons visited, the Evolving with others  learning habits were seen most 
frequently.  
• In a geography lesson students gave presentations from a piece of home learning on the areas in which 

they live. Students were well informed and effective when communicating their findings, and clearly proud 
of what they had achieved. 

• In a maths lesson students had to solve lots of difficult problems through a lot of lateral thinking. Students 
enjoyed the level of choice they were given and were consequently highly engaged.  
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• In a drama lesson students talked about the first part of the story called “The Headmaster”, which they 
had watched in a previous lesson. They then had to predict the next part of the story and read their 
chosen role, before discovering and analysing what actually happened next. 

 

Year 8 – In the sixteen lessons visited, the Evolving with others learning habits were seen most frequently.  
• In a learning support lesson students were required to notice detail in how to spell a difficult word, and 

then practise it and develop the initial key patterns they had learnt in other similarly constructed words. 
• In a physical education lesson all students demonstrated great ability in how to be evaluative, 

consequently grouping themselves according to their ability and subsequently assess other students’ 
progress effectively. 

• In a maths lesson students had to experiment to discover the how to construct the perpendicular bisector 
of a straight line, without showing them the method first. The students, after several different attempts 
whilst working in pairs, successfully developed the method; facilitating far deeper learning (long term 
memory retention) of this GCSE skill than otherwise by being shown. 

• In a music lesson students used garage band on the apple suite and I-pads to re-create and manipulate a 
song. The students were able to experiment, make mistakes, reflect on their learning, focus in on the 
detail and make necessary refinements, with complete autonomy for their learning. 
 

Year 9 – In the thirty-two lessons visited, the Evolving with others learning habits were seen most. 
• In an art lesson, working completely independently, students were studying an artist of their choice. They 

had to research and analyse the artist’s style, before using and adapting the same techniques into a 
picture of their own design. 

• In a product design lesson there was an excellent example of students having the opportunity to be 
reflective and evaluative of their own work and that of their peers. A couple of boys were particularly 
skilled in their discussions about what could be improved about their product and how. As well as this they 
were equally clear about what wouldn’t work and why. This was conducted in an extremely mature 
manner for Year 9 students. 

• In a science lesson students had to create challenging questions for the rest of the class. One student was 
chosen to answer and the rest of the class then had to debate the relative strengths and weaknesses of 
their answer to help develop the strength of the response. 
 

This report provides some views and questions about ‘learning @ RPS’. Please do look further at the reflection 
wheels and year group tabular data, which will certainly stimulate further possible conclusions or lines of 

enquiry, particularly in searching for similarities and differences between year groups! 
 

3. FUTURE INSIGHTS, REPORTS AND INFORMATION: 

• Please read this report in conjunction with the tabular data, also at year group level, in ‘Insight V Data 
SPRING 14’, the ‘Insight V Reflection Wheel’ and the ‘Insight V Reflection Wheel Overlay SPR 14’  

• The next ASPIRE learning Insight VII will take place, from Wednesday 8th October to Thursday 17th 
October, 2014. During this week colleagues will be visiting Year 9, 11 and 12 lessons. 
 

Insight Team VI (JBe, REl, EEl, SFl, SGe, IIn, TMo, CRu, BWh, BZi, GPe) 
4th June, 2014  


