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Welcome!

Hello,

Happy 2018 everybody, lets hope it can be even better than last 
year! Welcome to the Second Issue of the Park Times which 
includes even more amazing articles than last time. With the help 
of the Mandela House Captains and the SLG this issues includes: 
and Interview with Mr Henshall, to allow you the get to know the 
‘person behind the job’(page 9); a look back at two of the key 
events in the school calendar – House Music (page 2) and the 
Sportsman’s Dinner (page 5); a Guide to Surviving Year 7, with 
hints and tips that could be helpful to everyone (page 5); the 
gamers among you will love the Video Game reviews on page 3 
and anyone interested in learning a bit more about our county and 
its government should take a look at page 7. If you have any ideas 
about what you would like to see in the next issue, feel free to 
contact us at 11baynel@roundwoodpark.co.uk We would love to 
hear from you!

Continuing on from the last issue, we thought you might like some 
more interesting 
facts:
- There's a less than 1 in 10 million chance per billion years that 
life on Earth would be completely wiped out by an astrophysical 
event like an asteroid or nearby supernova.
- Tyrannosaurus rex couldn't actually run. According to a new 
computer model, if it had tried sprinting its legs would have 
broken.
- Walt Disney was the original voice of Mickey Mouse. He voiced 
the character for almost 20 years, from 1928-47. 
- The British Royal family changed their name during World War 
One to distance them from their German relatives; they went from 
Saxe Coburg and Gotha to Windsor.

That’s all for now, see you in the next issue,

Laura Bayne (Editor) 

mailto:11baynel@roundwoodpark.co.uk


House Music Review 
By Ruby Chaston, Harriet Emmins and Gaby Holt, 
Year 13

We really enjoyed organising and 
presenting House Music 2017! It 
meant that we got involved with all 
the different years and got to see 
everyone working together to create 
the best year yet. We were really 
proud of all the effort that everyone 
put in this year, and this can be seen 
by having the highest participation 
of students of all House Music’s to 
date. The House’s performance pieces were original and 
reflected the hard work and musical talent throughout the school. 
The choirs were bigger and better than ever and the conductors 
were extremely innovative and enthusiastic. 

We worked very hard from Easter until the night in October to 
organise and prepare for House Music and we are glad that all our 
hard work paid off – the night was fantastic! We have received a 
whole host of great feedback from parents and staff alike about 
how well the night was run and what a great evening it was. We 
would like to say a big thank you to everyone who took part in the 
performances and all those who made it work behind the scenes. 
Our biggest thankyou’s of course, go to Mrs Tattersall, Mr 
Pettengell and Mr Inns for their continued support and contribution 
to the evening. 

Everyone should be extremely proud of themselves and their 
houses. Good luck to the next Community and Events Captains –
we hope you will enjoy taking on the role and have as much fun as 
we did!



Video Game Reviews 
By Poppy and Thomas, Year 7

For this issue we are introducing a new part of the paper –
REVIEWS!! 
This issue we are reviewing current Video Games, giving you hits 
and tips and the best new features from the latest updates.

Rocket League

Rocket League won many gaming awards in 2015 and continues 
to be one of the best and exciting action-packed games out now. 
Rocket League combines football with driving in an unbelievable 
physics-based multiplayer-focused sequel to Supersonic Acrobatic 
Rocket-Powered Battle-Cars! Choose from a variety of high-flying 
vehicles equipped with huge rocket boosters to score amazing 
aerial goals and pull off incredible, game-changing saves!

Continuous updates make this game still exciting to play with 
changes including:

SEASON: All-new Season Mode that allows players to enjoy a full 
single-player experience.

CUSTOMISE: Extensive Battle-Car customization with more than 10 
billion possible combinations.

PLAY AND LEARN: Unlockable items and vehicles, stat tracking, 
leaderboards, and more

ONLINE: Addictive 8-player online action with a variety of different 
team sizes and configurations.

SPLITCREEN: Amazing 2, 3, and 4 player split screen mode that 
can be played locally or taken online



FIFA 18

FIFA18 is the latest version of the FIFA football game to come 
out since the series started in 1993, it was the first game evert to 
have an official license from FIFA

The FIFA 18 is now available for download on PlayStation 4, Xbox 
One, and PC. It has Real Player Motion Technology, the biggest 
step in gameplay innovation in franchise history. Play Kick Off 
mode with your choice of 13 clubs from around the world like 
Manchester United, Real Madrid, and FC Bayern Munich.

Building your very own Ultimate Team Squad from thousands of 
players is a popular mode of playing in FIFA. But there are also 
new daily Objectives, compete for weekly rewards in Squad 
Battles, and watch the world’s best on the Champions Channel to 
keep you coming back every day to play more.

NEW FEATURES The biggest step in gameplay in franchise history, 
FIFA 18 introduces Real Player Motion Technology, an all-new 
animation system that unlocks the next level of responsiveness 
and player personality. Now Cristiano Ronaldo and other top 
players feel and move exactly like they do on the real pitch.

All-new crossing controls bring greater options to how you send it 
into the box. Whipped to the spot, arching deliveries, and pinged 
crosses to the back-stick will shake up your attacks in the final 
third.

The transfer negotiation process has been completely overhauled 
to create immersive, real-time transfer and contract negotiations. 
The new transfer hub in the Career Main Menu lets you keep track 
of all your transfer targets and listed players, and utilize the 
interactive transfer negotiation system.

With interactive decision wheels, you can now negotiate in-person 
with opposing club and player representatives, including managers 
and agents to strike a deal for that must-have addition to your 
squad

Hear authentic chants as you attack, feed off the energy of new, 
high-definition dynamic crowds and interact with your fans while 
celebrating. Authentic sun positions, cinematic atmosphere 
grading, signature pitch-side fixtures, on-pitch debris, club and 
stadium specific banners, adaptive commentary, and changes in 
pitch quality all come together to bring the most immersive football 
experiences to life in FIFA 18.



Sportsman’s Dinner 
By Adam Simcox, Year 13

On the 6th December 2017, Roundwood hosted the Sportsman Dinner, an 
event designed to celebrate sporting achievements in the past year, both 
those have done remarkably well and also those have exceeded their 
potential through their own hard-work. Both myself and Izzy introduced 
the nominees with Ms Way, Mr Keenleyside, Mr Hunter, Mr Wilson and 
Ms Ellis expressing the reasons behind why each winner deserved their 
award. Perhaps, the most notable guest on the night was ex-professional 
footballer and current Sky pundit Jamie Redknapp. He gave a amazing 
motivational speech on both the importance of hard work and 
perseverance. He was a total legend and commented on how unique and 
special some of the achievements were on the night. The aim of the 
evening is to highlight and celebrate the effort, work and success of RPS 
students over the past year and to encourage even more participation in 
the oncoming year. Massive congratulations to 2017 KS3 Sportsperson of 
the Year, Hannah Soanes who had a massive impact on RPS Sport last 
year, and I’m sure will continue to thrive in 2018.

2017 • KS3 Sportsperson of the Year –
Milly Soanes 

Recognition Award • – M. Ralph , T. Gaunce ,
A McIntosh, S Veal, J Norwood 

Unsung Hero Award• - L. Tynan

Services to Sport • – E.Piepgrass

Most Improved Performer• - Jack Bright 

Squad Recognition Award • –
Athletics Squad

Teams of the Year• - Girls Athletics,
Boy’s trampolining & Girls Rugby 

Rising Star Award • – Mancey & McIntosh

Captain of the Year • - Fletcher

Finally, congratulations to all those who won or were nominated, and 
good luck incoming summer sporting season. I’m sure we can build up on 
our successes from 2017 to have a even more spectacular year in 2018.



A Survival Guide to Year 7 
By Katie Miller and Matthew Audis, Year 8 

We all know how stressful and scary Year 7 can be so we have 
created a survival guide with hits and tips from current Roundwood 
students to help you have an amazing Year 7!

• Going from Year 6 to Year 7 can be scary so here are 8 
essentials for being a brilliant year 7 student. 

• Always be organized- you MUST keep on top of your homework 
and if you get stuck don’t worry because the teachers are always 
here to help so don’t leave it to the last minute. 

• Make sure that you know how to access homework at home– If 
you start a piece of work at school then you might not be able to 
access it at home so be sure to email it to yourself, start it on 
Google drive or on a memory stick. 

• Don’t be afraid to ask others for help – Sometimes you might 
need a bit of help whether it’s finding your way around school or 
a piece of work, members of staff and often older students are 
always happy to help you (look for a lanyard). 

• Work hard- Secondary school is much harder than primary 
school so you need to work hard. 

• Always check SMHW – sometimes work pops up unexpectedly so 
you need to check regularly or risk getting a H1. 

• Believe in yourself – Always face a new task with a smile and 
think positively because a pessimistic attitude isn’t going to get 
you anywhere. 

• Try something new – join a new club, this is a way to make a 
couple of new friends. 

• Have Fun – most importantly, have fun and enjoy making new 
friends. 

• Some useful apps to get are the SMHW app and the outlook 
(email) app as these send you reminders and help you keep 
track of deadlines  

• Good Luck 



Structure of the British 
Government 
By Eve Waterhouse and James Wright

Elections

· Elections occur every 5 years (unless a snap election is called by the 
Prime Minister, for this to happen there must be a majority of at least 
two thirds) on the first Thursday of May.

· These elections are for MPs.

· People vote in their constituency of residence, for University students 
they can either vote where their home town is, or where their University 
is.

· The country is divided into 650 constituencies, soon to be brought 
down to 600. These are supposed to be of equal population size, not 
physical size.

· Our constituency is Harpenden and Hitchin with Conservative Bim
Afolami as our MP, or for people who live in the surrounding villages it 
is Conservative Mike Penning in the constituency of Hemel
Hempstead.

· If a party has more than 325 MPs, or 300, in the proposed boundary 
changes they then form the Government. If their leader becomes the 
Prime Minister and he/she chooses a cabinet that looks after a certain 
area. For example, Phillip Hammond is the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and he looks after government spending.

Local Government Elections

· Every four years, on the first Thursday of May, local government 
elections are held.

· Local councillors deal with smaller details within a local community, 
for instance waste collection and planning issues.

Making laws

· This is very complicated, so I have included a diagram below which 
should help to explain it better.



Currently, the United Kingdom is a parliamentary democracy with a 
constitutional monarch. Our government is run by a Prime Minister, 
alongside the Cabinet and ministers, with a king or queen as head of 
state. The people vote in elections to select Members of Parliament to 
represent their constituencies.

Prime minister and cabinet

The Prime minister is at the top of the UK government, and is responsible for 
all decisions and policies made. Some of the prime ministers’ roles include, 
appointing ministers, advising the Governor General, acting as the principal 
figure in the House of Commons, also acting as the key spokesperson for 
the government inside and outside of Parliament. Alongside him/her, are 
the Cabinet; senior members of government chosen by the Prime Minister. 
Their jobs are to advise the PM on anything they are required with, 
depending on their respective office, and who is eligible to help. Cabinet 
members are taken exclusively from the House of Commons and House of 
Lords.

Monarchy

In a Monarchy, the Queen or King is head of state, and as we known 
currently Queen Elizabeth II reigns. The UK in a ‘constitutional monarchy’, 
which means that the Queen reigns, however she has limits to her power 
and her abilities to change things regarding politics. In an absolute 
monarchy, one ruler has ultimate power and authority over written laws, 
legislature and customs etc. This power is not restricted in an absolute 
monarchy. Currently, most of the powers from the monarch have been 
devolved/ transferred to ministers. In international affairs, the Queen has 
the power to declare war and make peace, to recognise foreign states, to 
conclude treaties and to take over or give up territory.

Constitution

A constitution is a set of laws and guidelines setting out how a political 
system works. The UK has an uncodified constitution, meaning that there is 
more than a single document to represent the constitution. In the UK, there 
are many documents such as the Magna Carta and Bill of Rights. The Magna 
Carta was the first agreement to limit the King’s powers, it was a step 
towards parliamentary sovereignty. It was signed in 1215 by King John. The 
Bill of Rights is another key statute law within the UK system. It was signed 
in 1689, and passed by Parliament. It contained three key aspects; regular 
parliaments, free elections and freedom of speech within Parliament. Many 
of the constitutions signed in the past remain present in today’s system.

Parliament

Parliament is made up of two main houses for passing legislation. They are 
known as the House of Lords and the House of Commons. Three branches 
work together to govern the UK. They are known as the executive, legislative 
and judicial. These branches have to all agree as a whole in order for new 
legislation to pass. The executive branch is responsible for the 
implementation of the policy, the legislative branch is responsible for 
passing laws and the judiciary branch is responsible for deciding if the law is 
moral or upon any legal disputes. A judiciary upholds the rule of law, but 
cannot strike down laws made by parliament.



Interview with the Head 
Teacher By, Edward, Hope and Lucia, Year 10

Q: What did you want to be when you were younger? Did you always 
want to be a Headteacher?

When I was younger, I always wanted to be a pilot. I was, and still 
am, mad on planes, I was in the air cadets. My ambition was never 
to be a teacher it always was to be a pilot, however for one reason or 
another that didn’t work so I went abroad to be a holiday rep. There I 
thought about what I wanted to do and decided on teaching, I 
haven’t look back since. 

Q: What do you think your biggest impact on the school has been?

Well, this is my eighth year as head now, and I think the most 
important thing to say is I’m in charge of teams of people and I 
couldn’t do this for myself. I think that I’ve created an atmosphere in 
which people can do their jobs and do their jobs well. From this we 
have got amazing things like: Aspire, a House system, the way we do 
sport at this school, the way we do expressive arts at this school and 
our GCSE and A Level results have got better over the years. I don’t 
want to take credit for these things, but I have created a culture by 
which the school can get better and go in the same direction 
together.

Q: Who do you admire the most throughout History?

I think I’d have to go with Nelson Mandela. The reason I admire him 
most is because the way he had to endure great hardship and the 
way he reacted when he got power. I think with power comes great 
responsibility and instead of turning on all the people who 
oppressed him for many years he was magnanimous and showed 
them the way they should have acted towards him. As a result he 
made South Africa a much better place. The 
other thing I learnt from him, in” Long Walk to 
Freedom”, he talks about being a tribal leader
in South Africa. He used to go round to the 
tribal elders when there was an issue that had 
to be discussed he would speak last and 
that’s one of the things I try to do as well 
because it means it takes on the wisdom of 
other people. If you speak first you can lead
other people’s opinions and shut down a lot 
of debate.



Q: What do you think we can do to improve our school (If anything)?

Well I think there are always things we can do better- if you look at the 
school, most people do really well but there will forever be some that 
don’t. I would like to keep trying to make sure that everyone does the best 
they possibly can and takes every opportunity that comes to them during their 
time here.

Q: What made you want to become a head teacher?

I don’t think I started teaching because I wanted to become a head teacher, I 
started because I loved reading and English and the job I do now if very 
different to that. But, I think that teaching is a job where you can make a real 
difference to people’s lives and it’s a great privilege to be able to do that. 
Some people would rather stay in a classroom and do that but, I believe that, 
the higher you go in teaching, the more lives you get to influence for the better. 

Q: What was your favourite school subject as a child? Why?

It’s a draw, really, between English and History. I loved History and I have a 
degree in both of the subjects but I prefer to teach English- that’s why I 
became an English teacher. 

Q: Who has had the biggest impact on your life?

I would definitely say my parents have had a huge influence on my life- they’ve 
always encouraged me to aspire to greatness and be the best person that I 
can as well as teaching me a lot of values in life. I’ve learned to care for people 
as individuals, not seeing them as statistics or stereotyping them in any way 
so, yes, I would say my parents. 

Q: What was your favourite book as a child? Has it changed now you’re older?

I could narrow it down to 300 books but as a child probably The Narnia series 
but now I'd have to say a Christmas Carol is my favourite as Charles Dickens is 
my favourite author. Harry Potter is another good series as it got a whole lot of 
people reading that wouldn't usually which was fantastic to see

Q: You previously taught English, why do you think it is important?

It includes some of the most important skills in life such as literacy, reading, 
and writing. It also helps students be their own person, form an opinion and 
ask questions in life in way that you don't just except the printed word when 
it’s given to you. Reading is also a good stress reliever and as you can go into 
this whole new world and just forget about everything around you. One of the 
most important things English teaches is being able to feel empathy for other 
people so as a male you can see life through with female’s perspective and as 
an adult you can see things through a child’s perspective and vice a versa.

Q: If you had to replace one of the house icons who would you pick as the 
replacement?

I'd say have to say Obama because he changed the world for the better.



Clubs Page: Roundwood Park 
Rugby By Jacob Keddy, Year 11

The has been plethora of success throughout the rugby season 
this year - with all ages from years 7 through to the First XV all 
performing to the best of their abilities. Growing as a team and 
a community to proudly represent their school. 

The year 7 boys entered the school with a passion and 
enthusiasm for rugby, so much that, for many games of the 
season they had the numbers to put forward an A and a B 
team. Year 8 had an outstanding season with a multitude of 
wins and only one loss to a very strong Verulam side. 

Year 9 boys pulled off some excellent rugby this year beating 
the elusive Verulam boys in a nail biting match that finished 
19-12 to the boys in red. Year 10 boys had a successful final 
year as a team, pulling together and working hard to achieve a 
super season to end their rugby path together. Many of these 
boys will progress onto the first XV next year and keep 
representing Roundwood through there next stage, 

The first team, having lost some big players last year, knew 
this season was always going to be a challenge. The year 
started fairly poorly with a string of defeats against sides 
they would have hoped to have beaten, but the squad 
developed well through the year and put in good 
performances against good teams at the back end of the 
season under the captaincy of Alex Gomm. Many year 11’s 
stood up the mark and in there respected games scoring tries 
and making yards as if they have been a member of the team 
for years. 

In conclusion, it has been a 
stellar year for RPS rugby 
this year with more success 
awaiting the teams next year. 
Huge congratulations to all
players who have 
represented the school 
this year and good luck to 
those who will put on the 
red once again next year. 



LUNCHTIME

Department Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

PE Sportshall: Senior 
Netball (EEL).

Outside Boys: Yr 8 
Rugby(MHU)

Outside Girls: Yr 10 
Netball (RWA).

Old Gym: Trampolining 
(PMO)

Dance Studio: Yr 8 
Dance

Outside Boys: Year 7 Rugby 
(CWI).  Yr9 Football (DKE)

Outside Girls: Yr 7 Netball 
(RWA). Yr9+10 Girls Football 
(EEL)

Sports Hall: Running Club 
(All Yrs)

Dance Studio: GCSE Dance

Old Gym: KS3 Table Tennis 
(MHU)

Dance Studio: Yr 7 
Dance. 

Old Gym: Trampolining 
(PMO)

Outside boys: Yr 7 
Football (DKE+MHU). 

Outside Girls: Year 7+8 
Girls Rugby (EEL+CWI) 
Y9 Netball

Sportshall: Yr 7 Basketball (DKE)

Dance Studio: Open Practice

Old Gym: Trampolining (PMO)

Outside Boys: Yr 8 Football 
(CWI). Yr 10 Football 
(NGR+MHA). 

Outside Girls: Yr 7+8 Girls 
Football (EEL). Yr 9 Netball 

PE1 Detention: GCSE H1 and 
Catch up (MHU)

Sportshall: Yr 8 
Basketball (MHU)

Dance Studio: Yr 9 
Dance

Fitness Suite: This 
Girl Can (Invite only)

Outside Boys: 1st XI 
Football (DKE)

Outside Girls: Yr 8 
Netball (EEL). 
Yr 9+10 Girls Rugby 
(CWI)

Music
1:20-1:50

Chamber Choir: MU2 Flute Choir: P1

String Ensemble: MU2

Guitar Ensemble: P3 Theory Club: MU1

Training Concert Band: MU2
Art / Drama Scholars and leadership 

club
Art Club: ART 3 – Miss 
Kahn 
Y7/8 Drama Club

Art Club: ART1

English / 
Maths

Maths department 
runs Pi club (few 
weeks before maths 
challenge, day of week 
not set)

Chess Club: M2

BBC School Report 
1:20pm E1 

Creative Writing KS3: E4

Drop in GCSE revision -
1.15pm E1

Book club: Yr10/11 
1.15pm E5

999 revision -
1.15pm E1

Humanities Geography club - Mr 
Porter

Debate Club: E3

Science /
Technology

Science Club

MFL KS3 German Club KS3 French club (ML4)

Miscellaneous Oxfam Club – Hum 8
Crafting: Library
Homework Club: LS
Games Room: Yr 7 –
M5 & M6

Yr 8 –
PE1 & HUM7

Yr 9 –
E2 & E7

Yr 10 –
HUM5
Table Tennis: Hall
(Plan to set up reading 
group)

Crafting: Library
Homework Club: LS
Games Room: Yr 7 – M5 & 
M6

Yr 8 – PE1 & 
HUM7

Yr 9 – E2 & 
E7

Yr 10 –
HUM5
Table Tennis: Hall

Crafting: Library
Games Room: Yr 7 – M5 
& M6

Yr 8 –
PE1 & HUM7

Yr 9 –
E2 & E7

Yr 10 –
HUM5
Table Tennis: Hall

Crafting: Library
Homework Club: LS
Project Rainbow: E2
Games Room: Yr 7 – M5 & M6

Yr 8 – PE1 & 
HUM7

Yr 9 – E2 & E7
Yr 10 – HUM5

Table Tennis: Hall

Crafting: Library
Homework Club: LS
Student Well-being: 
DR1
Games Room: Yr 7 –
M5 & M6

Yr 8 
– PE1 & HUM7

Yr 9 
– E2 & E7

Yr
10 – HUM5
Table Tennis: Hall

AFTER SCHOOL

Department Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

PE Sportshall: District 
Basketball Leagues 
fixtures

Sportshall: Badminton Satellite 
Club

Fitness Suite: KS4/5 Upper 
School Use

Sportshall: Senior Netball 
Fixtures (EEL)

Old Gym: Trampolining  
(PMO)

Sportshall: Super League Netball 

Fitness Suite: KS4/5 Upper School 
Use

PE Detention PE1: GCSE H2/A-Level 
H1/H2 (MHU)

Music
3:30-4:20

Orchestra: MU2 Stage Band: MU2

Art / Drama Art Club: ART3

Miscellaneous Comics Clubs: Library KS3 Elevate Homework Club: LS

MFL KS4/5 French Film club (once a 
month)




