
Headlines
Dear Parents and Carers

This week a lovely kick around involving staff

and students christened the new 3G pitch

which has now been handed over to us. After

half term we will be using it for lessons and

for recreational football at lunchtime so please

make sure that your children have the proper

footwear. I am looking forward to seeing the

students using the pitch in the second half of

the summer term.

At this point it is proper to thank the

Harpenden Colts, particularly Ian Holden and

Vicky Clark, and from our Governing Board,

Moira Hart, Colin Metcalfe and Benjamin

Turner, who have been active in promoting

the pitch. I would also like to pay a personal

tribute to Tony Smith who has done an awful

lot over the past few years in leading this

project.

Yesterday we said goodbye to our Year 13s in

a lovely leavers’ breakfast/assembly. This is a

delightful year group and we will miss them

very much. We wish them well in their exams

and remind them that we are always on hand

to give them emotional, as well as academic,

support over the next few weeks.
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I would also like to thank Leo Gupta and

Kudzai Mukomba for their work as Head

Boy and Head Girl this year and for

supporting me so well.

Finally, we are saying goodbye to Nicky

Adkins, our librarian this week. Nicky has

run the library with great enthusiasm and

passion over the last nine years. She has a

knack of welcoming a vast range of students

into the library and getting them reading.

We thank Nicky for her hard work and we

are hoping to continue the legacy she has

begun.

Have a good half term and let’s hope for

some good weather over the Bank Holiday.

Alan Henshall

Headteacher

Term Dates

Summer Term resumes on Monday 4th

June.  

http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/Roundwood_Park
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Roundwood-Park-School/168381959856611
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/roundwood-park-mobile-app/
https://www.uniformeasy.com/rpcp


Vacancies

Trip Payments

Residential Trips

Y12 Preston Montford Biology Trip 2018:

Balance Payment: £134        OVERDUE

Y12 Liverpool Geography Trip 2018:

Interim Payment: £150 OVERDUE

Balance Payment: £138.50 OVERDUE

Y10 South Wales 2018:   

Interim Payment: £130 OVERDUE

Balance Payment: £73 OVERDUE

Jeannine Blight

Residential Trip Coordinator

Absence Line
When you call in for absence, please use our 

dedicated 24 hour absence line:

01582 714049 or e-mail us at 

absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk

Further information can be found 

on our website:

Daily Bulletin; Latest News; Copies of 

Letters Home; PE News

or by following our twitter page:

Roundwood Park School Twitter 

Forthcoming Events

Year 7 Parent Consultation Evening

Thursday 21st June 4.30 pm until 7.30 pm

The online system is now open to make

your appointments. The system will

close at 10pm on Thursday 7th June.

For information about any current vacancies 

at Roundwood Park please visit: 

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/

Garden Supplies and 
Equipment Wanted

We are designing and building our own herb

and vegetable garden in food technology in a

small patch near our classroom. This will be

mainly maintained by Year 10 food and

nutrition GCSE students, however there will

opportunities for KS3 to get involved as

well.

If anyone has any garden supplies or

equipment which are no longer needed, any

donations will be very gratefully received!

Caroline O'Coy & Kerri Rymill

Food Technology

mailto:absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/daily-bulletin/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/general-news/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/letters-home/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/pe-news/
https://twitter.com/Roundwood_Park?ref_src=twsrc^tfw&ref_url=https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/policies/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/


RPS Athletics Receives 
Grant from EduFund

Due to the achievements of recent RPS

athletics squads, both at district and county

level, we have been successful in a bid for a

grant. After contacting EduFund UK and

applying for some financial help for athletics

equipment, we are delighted to say that we

have been granted £1,000 to spend on our

athletics teams.

EduFund offer help in numerous areas

including PE, creative learning and STEM.

We would like to thank everyone at

EduFund for supporting RPS athletics.

Mr D Keenleyside

Physical Education

We are delighted to have been presented

with the ISM bronze award for the second

year in a row, becoming our third award for

music in two years.

We have been recognised for still being in

the top 10% of all schools in the country

(including private schools and music

colleges) for our music results, something

that is not easily maintained. RPS music is

often seen as an outstanding department,

but to be recognised by two national

independent bodies is an honour.

Nick Gray

Head of Music

RPS Music wins Award



Festival of  Chemistry

On Thursday 17th May, George Roberts, Nissa Guy, Mae Rutty and I went to the
University of Bedfordshire to take part in the Salters’ Institute Festival of Chemistry. The
aim of the Festival is to promote the appreciation of chemistry and related sciences
amongst young people.

After arriving at the University, we went into a briefing room where we were welcomed
by some of the chemistry department staff. Then we went into a laboratory where we
were given different challenges to complete. For one of the challenges we had to find out
which solutions were acidic and which were alkali.

After lunch, we took part in the University Challenge which was all about endothermic
reactions. We had to make a solution from citric acid, sodium hydrogen carbonate and
distilled water, and we had to mix them together in different quantities to make a
solution which was exactly 10° Celsius.

After that we watched a chemical demonstration on bio and chemical luminescence. At
the end of the day, there was a prize giving and we were really pleased to come third out
of the nine schools that took part.

We all found the festival very interesting and we had a great time. Thank you very much
to Mrs James for arranging our trip and to the University of Bedfordshire for organising
the festival.

Aidan Thomas 8S



German Exchange

My name is Alastair Holmes and I’m in Year 9. I recently had the pleasure
and privilege of taking part in the recent German Exchange.

Included in the list of reasons why the exchange was taking place was the
reason to make a friend for life. Personally, I felt like we achieved that
aim. Not only have I made friends 504.7 miles away in our twin town of
Alzey, but also reinforced existing friendships as well as forging new
bonds with my fellow students 1.4 miles away in SJL, who also took part
in the trip. Of course, away from the niceties, there was also the primary
reason of going to Germany in order to learn more German, um mehr
Deutsch zu lernen.

The German Exchange offers a unique opportunity, one that cannot be
replicated in the classroom, notwithstanding the quality of the teachers in
our MFL Department. Your listening skills improve as you immerse
yourself in a household of German speakers. Even at the dinner table, you
just sit and listen, picking out the words that you know the meaning of, or
the words which are cognates, in order to understand what your host
family is discussing.

In Germany, we participated in a wide range of activities with our
exchange partners. We started off with finding out about our partners and
other people in the room by having to find a fact that matches a person on
a sheet, in German of course. Having had a short tour of the school, we
left the Elisabeth Langgässer Gymnasium (the school of our partners) to
meet with our host family. We spent time with our host family doing a
range of activities pre-prepared by our exchange partner. Mine took me to
the Speyer Technik Museum. Over the next few days, as well as learning
valuable German phrases, we took part in a number of very enjoyable
activities in Alzey (Harpenden’s twin town) and Mainz. We spoke to
locals in German, asking questions and buying certain items, all the while
feeling like we were on the German Apprentice! We learnt how to think
quickly on our feet when having spontaneous conversation with friendly
locals, in addition to practising useful, pre-set questions that we had to
memorise. We also had the opportunity to visit a museum in Alzey
documenting several important events in the World Wars and earlier in its
history. We listened to a speech by the Burgermeister (Mayor) of Alzey,
before signing the official Alzey guest book. On our final full day in
Germany, we spent a day at the ELG – their school – an immersive
experience of a very different school day; 45 minute lessons, a 7:55 start
and a 1:05 end. It was a day of listening to German teachers teaching us
and our exchange partners and we even acted as teachers in a Yr 6 English
class. When we left Germany, we couldn’t wait to do it all again in
England.

In England, we had just as much fun as we had in Germany, if not more!
Our exchanges visited London, and the day afterwards, we went with
them to St Albans for a visit to the Abbey and an activity where you had
to find certain facts about St Albans from different monuments and
significant places around St Albans. Over the weekend, we concocted a
range of activities for us and our exchanges to do. My family took him to
the Bond in Motion museum in Covent Garden and climbing up the O2.
On Monday they had the day at RPS and on Tuesday we parted company
after a thoroughly enjoyable 2 weeks.

Overall, I would definitely recommend the German Exchange to anyone
thinking that they’re enjoying German and would like to learn more.

I would like to end by thanking Mrs Gardner for running the trip and for
making it a resounding success.

Danke schön



Year 7 student’s post-transplant treat

Ross Sutherland (7W), who is recovering from a kidney transplant, was treated to a

special bowling party with a YouTube video star. Ross met blogger Oli White at the

bowling party which was organised by Rays of Sunshine, a charity dedicated to

brightening the lives of children with serious or life-limiting illnesses.

When Ross was just a week old, his mum Elizabeth had to resuscitate him in their home,

and 12 months later he was diagnosed with renal failure, which he has been battling ever

since. Throughout his life, Ross has been forced to have regular hospital visits, scans,

blood tests, and finally a kidney transplant at Great Ormond Street Hospital in February

this year. Although he was in hospital for eight weeks after the surgery, the transplant

should offer relief from Ross’ symptoms and he will not need to go under the knife again

for at least 30 years. Ross now has three kidneys, a new one and his original two.

However, he loves watching blogs and even has his own YouTube channel - under Burn

Brawler - and was treated to the outing as a respite and distraction from his illness.

Oli White, who is an ambassador for the charity, said: “It was great to be a part of something

so positive and help Rays of Sunshine put a big smile on all the children’s faces, like Ross. That’s

why I am delighted to be an ambassador for the charity and help them to continue to grant magical

wishes for brave children.”

Ross quizzed Oli about vlogging, gaming, and pranking. Oli’s video collection includes

Trying Food My Brother Has Never Liked and Burglary Prank On My Parents.

Mum Elizabeth Sutherland said: “Thank you so much Rays of Sunshine for inviting Ross to

meet with Oli. We had a lovely time and Ross really enjoyed himself. The outing really gave him a

spark back that he’s been missing for a while – he can’t stop smiling!” She said he was lucky to

have had outstanding treatment in hospitals throughout his life and was thankful to his

“amazing, close knit group of friends who are hugely supportive and kind”.

Symptoms of kidney failure can include tiredness, swollen ankles, feet or hands, shortness

of breath, and nausea.

For more information visit www.raysofsunshine.org.uk

Article from Herts Advertiser 23.5.18 - http://www.hertsad.co.uk/news/harpenden

http://www.raysofsunshine.org.uk/
http://www.hertsad.co.uk/news/harpenden-12-year-old-treated-to-bowling-with-youtuber-oli-white-1-5530039


Silver Duke of  Edinburgh’s Award 
Practice Expedition

Congratulations to the seventy Year 11 students who completed their Silver Practice

Expedition in the Chilterns over the Easter break. The weather conditions were possibly

the most challenging we have had to date. The rain meant there was a lot of mud to

contend with for our students who were walking 6-7 hours each day, navigating their pre-

planned routes and carrying heavy rucksacks. On arrival at camp they had to put up their

tents and cook their evening meal on a trangia stove.

There were also some great examples of teamwork and maturity within the groups and

the atmosphere in camp was very positive. Hopefully, valuable lessons were learnt which

will make the Qualifying Expedition at the end of June in the Peak District a bit easier

all round.

Mr Henshall has recently presented nineteen of our Year 12 and 13 students with their

Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award Certificates and badges. Congratulations to Esther

Batt, Avneet Bhandal, Cameron Hollett, Daniel Hubbard, Oliver Linter, Emily

Matthews, Molly Mitchell, Kate Skinner and Eleanor Widdowson who all took part in

the 2016 Expeditions; and to Lucy Barter, Derin Bekat, Bryan Cohen, Tom Evans, Guy

Honnywill, Scarlett Orr, Gemma Smith, Hannah Soanes, Alex Tearle, James Wright

who all took part in the 2017 Expeditions.

Congratulations to everyone who has achieved their Award!

Mrs Thomson, Mrs James, Mr Stowe and Mrs Godbee



Congratulations to Freddie Simpson who

is now Hertfordshire’s number 1 for U12

tennis and is ranked in the top 30 in the

country!

At the beginning of May, Freddie

represented Hertfordshire with other

Herts players in the Lionel Cox

tournament, a 10 county event.

Hertfordshire won the trophy which is a

great achievement! Freddie also reached

the quarter finals in two national doubles

events over Easter and won the

Rickmansworth grade 3 Open in singles

and doubles.

Freddie is also in the main draw for the

Nationals at half term and we wish him

all the best for this.

Matt Hunter

PE Department

Tennis
UKMT 
Junior Maths 
Challenge

This year's result from the UKMT junior

maths challenge have been fantastic. In Year

7, three students qualified for the next round

of the competition (Leo Godbee 7F,

Anoushka Turner 7GT and James Plimley

7C).

In Year 8, nine students qualified for the next

round (Lauren Turnbull 8GT, Matthew Audis

8M, Oliver Dean 8M, Josh Hardern 8W,

Leilani Arrow-Smith 8GT, Alex Nicoli

8S, Ewan Martin 8C, Maisy Smith 8GT, Tom

Owen 8O).

Most impressively, two of our Year 8 students,

Alice Corran 8M and Jay Shah 8S qualified

for the very prestigious Junior Mathematical

Olympiad.

The students were also awarded many gold,

silver and bronze certificates across both year

groups, so a fantastic achievement to all who

took part.

Giovanna Belhitar

Maths Department

Student Achievements



Artificial Pitch Ready to use after Half  Term

After a huge amount of work through the planning, designing and building processes, the new pitch is

now ready for use. We are delighted. RPS PE would like to thank all staff, volunteers and local

officials who have been involved with this process. It is our belief that you have done a great thing for

the school and the local community and should be very proud of yourselves.

Having had footwear rules passed down to us by the manufacturers and the football foundation, we

are now in position to confirm what is and is not permitted on the pitch. With this excellent surface

providing a much improved facility for the school and the community, we are obviously keen to

maintain it well and prolong its life, as well as getting the highest possible performance level from it.

Based on information we have been given, we have put together the following guidance which we

hope is fairly clear. If individual students have questions or concerns, we would encourage them to

visit the PE department and discuss them. The pitch will be available for students to use after half

term, provided they have the correct footwear.

PERMITTED NOT PERMITTED

Moulded boots:

where studs are fixed to the bottom of the boot.

Studs are round or near round.

Astro-turf boots (with pimple bottoms):

while these were originally designed for use on

sand based astro-turfs – they can be worn on

3G…although they are not as good as moulded

/studded boots as they provide less grip.

Studded boots:

where studs screw in. Studs are round or near

round.

Bladed boots: These are associated with knee 

ligament injuries and damage to the fibres of  the 

surface when players are turning.

Flat soled trainers/shoes (tennis shoe, 

running trainer, plimsole type): These flatten the 

fibres down and compact the rubber crumb which 

results in additional maintenance work being 

required. Flat soled shoes also provide no grip on 

this type of  surface. 

NOTE

**HYBRID style (stud/blade boots)

We will operate a common sense approach on these 

style of  boots. Where the majority of  the boot is 

studded, we would permit use, but would encourage 

students to move towards fully studded options with 

future boot purchases.

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwikpaaomJbbAhVEPRQKHY-KDO0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.sportssize.com/adidas-f50-adizero-soft-ground-mens-football-boots-m29346.html&psig=AOvVaw0B_Wf8-AAVVgywwAPK_MAf&ust=1526970904699661
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwidv5zLmJbbAhXCVBQKHYDcBBMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.sporting-feet.com/product/adidas-copa-mundial&psig=AOvVaw2eKLjWE26C3B3eB_Vx1qcN&ust=1526971052336877
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjRu5mEtpbbAhVFWxQKHWVlCZEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.sportssize.com/adidas-ace-15-1-firm-ground-ag-mens-football-boots-orange-b32820.html&psig=AOvVaw28qmlX36HRMnOXnyZbW-K2&ust=1526978947830813
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj8n6eSmJbbAhUKvxQKHenCDbcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.decathlon.co.uk/C-542844-football-boots&psig=AOvVaw0B_Wf8-AAVVgywwAPK_MAf&ust=1526970904699661
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https://www.sportssize.com/adidas-ace-17-3-astro-turf-junior-football-boots-black-ba9223.html&psig=AOvVaw0YT8mmZVgPKwzKgeW9xmBa&ust=1526978832299809
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjtl8jim5bbAhWBmBQKHZyNDwIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.thesportshop.co.nz/estore/style/xbbla-snisp.aspx&psig=AOvVaw3pl2tMkbFQ1EPAz21vz6R4&ust=1526971897932085
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj8lJmwm5bbAhUHwBQKHfCqC_0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://therunningshoereview.co.uk/resources/types-shoe/neutral/adidas/adidas-response-cushion-22/&psig=AOvVaw0Pppxb9MYXGm3CEKl7cEs2&ust=1526971800366348
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjF-Zukm5bbAhWFPxQKHauuBD8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://aierda.en.alibaba.com/product/2017434675-800115096/Sports_Shoe_sole_design_Phylon_material_eva_shoe_soles_for_sports_shoes.html&psig=AOvVaw24P2oWfuQTSG4JrHEruuY4&ust=1526971756007164
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj97sCbm5bbAhXGxxQKHRP3AZMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.quora.com/Does-playing-tennis-on-clay-require-different-footwear-than-macadam&psig=AOvVaw24P2oWfuQTSG4JrHEruuY4&ust=1526971756007164
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjN-8CMmpbbAhWLvxQKHXKpAQsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.myactivesg.com/sports/football/how-to-play/football-equipment/which-football-boots-to-wear&psig=AOvVaw343os7UJK-401TlU3FqF3f&ust=1526971442527309
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwii_PaKnJbbAhUCvRQKHbcvBJgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.uksoccershop.com/p-72604/Nike-Mercurial-Vortex-FG-Mens-Football-Boots-(Blue-Green).html&psig=AOvVaw31a16ajtEJxg1cjWpEpRWH&ust=1526971955987510


HOUSE RESULTS

House Totals:

GT 195 pts

Frank 194 pts

Scott 189 pts

Cadbury 185 pts

Wilberforce 182 pts

Mandela 157 pts

Owens 151 pts

Please follow our House twitter pages to keep updated with all  our 

weekly events: 

RPS_HouseSystem

https://twitter.com/RPS_HouseSystem


Staff enter St Albans Half Marathon on 10th June 
to raise money for the OLLIE Foundation

Seven members of staff make up the Roundwood Runners and are
donning their trainers to follow in the footsteps of our very own Champion
Runner - Mr Dumpleton (History) - who won the very first St Albans Half
Marathon.

The team consists of Dr Inglima, Mrs Glennie, Mrs Martin, Miss
Brimacombe, Mrs Heale, Mr Varju and Mrs Green, who are running to
raise money for The OLLIE Foundation.

The OLLIE Foundation is one of our school charities; they provide suicide
prevention training to reduce youth suicide.

The Roundwood Runners have set up a Just Gving page and would be
grateful for any donations to support the OLLIE Foundation with their
vital work.

www.justgiving.com/Roundwoodrunners

If you are in St Albans on 10th June, please feel free to go along and give
our runners a cheer. They will be wearing our OLLIE Foundation vests so
you will easily spot us!

Thank you!

The Roundwood Runners

http://www.justgiving.com/Roundwoodrunners


Introducing a new Parent Governor

I grew up in the North East and moved from London to Harpenden in 2004. I have a son
and daughter at Roundwood Park, who previously attended Roundwood Primary.

A Business graduate, I spent more than 25 years, lucky enough to love what I did,
working in strategic brand planning in Advertising, Direct and Digital agencies. I was
heavily involved in training programs throughout my career and ran graduate
recruitment at Grey, one of the biggest players in the UK industry.

After a close family bereavement in 2015 I recalibrated my life and now write and create
stained glass windows for a living. To move myself closer to the day-to-day lives of the
children and having been in receipt of brilliant practical and pastoral support from Alan
and his team, I wanted to use my new working flexibility to give something back to this
great school, joining the Governing Board in 2018.

My own school days were characterised by too many chalk-dusted, well meaning but
water-treading teachers who were happy to lean on their leather patched elbows and
keep things ticking along. The absolute joy, by contrast, of being part now of the
dynamo that is Roundwood Park is a privilege; a school where “Outstanding” is a
starting point not a destination. Yeats naturally put it better but could have been talking
about the ethos of this school, “Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a
fire”. No kidding.

Nick Velody

Standards & Curriculum Committee























St Albans City Youth Under 13 

Girls North (2017/18) 

We are looking for experienced players of a good

standard and ability, including a goalkeeper, to join our

squad for this season. In addition we will also be looking

to increase the squad for next season (2018/19) when we

move to 11 a side.

We are happy for girls to come along to a training session.

For details please contact Graeme at 

grahamrose04@aol.com

mailto:grahamrose04@aol.com

















