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Dear Parents and Carers

Welcome to the last RoundUp of the school

year. Today we had our whole school

assembly and our Year 6 transition day. The

students from Year 6 have made a good

impression on us and they have had a lovely

day in the school as they find their way

around what is, inevitably, a much bigger site

than they are used to. We liked having them

here and look forward to them joining us in

September. The climax of their transition day

was the whole school assembly where they

were welcomed in to their houses, as well as

their forms, and I hope they enjoyed the

feeling of being part of the Roundwood Park

community.

As ever at this time of year, we say goodbye to

a number of staff. In a secondary school of

200+ staff it sometimes seems as if a large

number of staff are leaving. Our staffing at

Roundwood Park is very stable and, with the

amazing staff we have, we expect quite a few

of them to leave for promotions, which is

what is happening this year.
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Please see the staffing column as I have

taken the time to explain what each member

of staff is doing in order to reassure parents

and also to pay tribute to the staff who are

departing this summer for all they have done

for us.

As I write, the first wave of the expedition is

just about to depart and the second wave

goes on Sunday. This is a very exciting time

in a student’s life and I wish happy trails to

the students and my thanks and good wishes

go to the staff who are giving up part of their

holiday to go with them.

We had a lovely achievement evening on

Tuesday. It was an occasion for staff, parents

and students to be proud of what they have

achieved this year and celebrate all that is

good at Roundwood Park. Congratulations

to all who won awards. As I said on the

evening, we could have filled three or four

halls full of students who deserved awards

this year. Congratulations to you all, as well

as those who won awards on the evening.

It just remains for me to thank you all for

your support this year and to wish you a

lovely summer.

Alan Henshall

Headteacher

http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/Roundwood_Park
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Roundwood-Park-School/168381959856611
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/roundwood-park-mobile-app/
https://www.uniformeasy.com/rpcp


Abi Lewis is leaving us to take up an Assistant
Headship at Harris Academy in London. She
has been a superb servant for Roundwood
Park in the two years that she has been here.
In that time, she has vastly improved the
practices and accomplishments of our
excellent English department. With the able
support of Becky Barley, her successor, she
has ensured that results are achieving new
levels, both at GCSE and A Level. Personally,
I have learned a lot from Abi as a fellow
English teacher and I wish her well as she
moves on to her promotion. Also in the
English department, Shaun Vallely leaves us
after a year and half. We thank him for the
work he has done both in English and with the
Scholars. Gayle Hemmings leaves us after
two spells at the school, totalling nearly six
years and she has worked really well with
students at all levels. She is passionate about
English and drama and will take this with her
to Abbots Hill School. We are very grateful
for all that she has done for us.

Terry Lansdowne leaves us after many years’
service in the school. He has been a great
servant for our community as a maths teacher,
as a pastoral leader and as a provider of great
enrichment opportunities for our students. He
will be particularly missed for his work on the
expedition and the way in which he has
broadened the horizons of the students.

Also in the maths department, Jenny
Kingham leaves us after three years. Jenny is
a very highly qualified teacher of maths with
excellent subject knowledge. She has worked
tirelessly with our students over her time at
Roundwood Park and she now moves on to
Manshead in Dunstable with our very best
wishes and enormous thanks.

We also say goodbye to Dianna Reid, our
deputy head of inclusion. Di has been a really
good colleague this year but will leave us to
pursue her university studies and we thank her
for her hard work.

Thanks also go to Seamus McKenna who has
been helping us out once again in business and
economics. We are very thankful to him for
his expertise and professionalism.

In MFL we say goodbye to Joanna Gardner
who has secured a job at Wootton Upper
School.

We also thank and say goodbye to Joy Gupta.
Joy has worked tirelessly in French over the
last few years and she was also an excellent
deputy head of sixth form when she held that
post. Joy is leaving to have more family time
and we wish her well. In science, Jess Lacey
leaves us for a promotion to Head of House
position at Challney High School for Boys.
Jess has been enthusiastic in teaching science
at this school where she has inspired many
students. She has also had a stint as head of
Frank house in her time with us. We also say
goodbye and thank you to our two trainees,
Sam Penfold in science and Amanda Pym in
MFL. Although we did not have positions for
them this year we are delighted that they have
joined local schools in their first teaching
posts.

Hollie Hall has returned as head of inclusion
from her maternity leave. Gina Oduro will
step down from this role as she commences
her training with us in English with the Alban
Federation. Gina has done a superb job this
year and her hard work and dedication have
meant an awful lot to the families of our
students. She has gained many plaudits from
our parents and they are very grateful for the
work she has done as she acted up for the
year.

Gill McKenna will be stepping down as
Assistant Headteacher at the end of this year
but I am delighted to say that she will be
staying on as a teacher of German. Gill has
provided consistent and loyal support to me as
the Head and served the community of
Roundwood Park incredibly well in reporting
on the standards at the school. During this
time, she has worked alongside me to improve
the Value Added scores and has played a big
part in updating how we use data in the school
and how we report it to all stakeholders
including governors. We will miss her on the
SLT but are glad that she is staying on.

I am pleased that we are fully staffed for
September. I will tell you of our new arrivals
in our first RoundUp of the new school year.

Staffing



Y8 Herts Team 
Maths Challenge

Two of our Year 8 students who qualified

for the Junior Mathematical Olympiads

have finally received their results:

Alice Corran achieved a highly

commendable Merit (narrowly missing a

Distinction); Jay Shah achieved an

impressive Distinction and has been

awarded a Bronze Medal by the UKMT.

These results are truly outstanding. The

last of our students to qualify for the

Junior Maths Olympiads has just finished

his GCSEs!

Many congratulations to both Alice and

Jay.

Dr Belghitar

Maths Department

The Barnett’s, Centrebus (366, 846, 847) and

AAA services (E178) have all confirmed

that they will collect students from school at

12.10pm on Friday 20 July.

End of  Term

Term ends at 12.10pm on Friday 20

July. We return to school at 8.30am on

Tuesday 4 September (Year 7 and 12 only)

and on Wednesday 5 September for the

whole school. We wish you a wonderful

summer.

Buses

Further information can be found 

on our website:

Daily Bulletin; Latest News; Copies of 

Letters Home; PE News

or by following our twitter page:

Roundwood Park School Twitter 

Absence Line

When you call in for absence, please use our 

dedicated 24 hour absence line:

01582 714049 or e-mail us at 

absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk

Vacancies

For information about any current 

vacancies at Roundwood Park visit: 

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/daily-bulletin/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/general-news/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/letters-home/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/pe-news/
https://twitter.com/Roundwood_Park?ref_src=twsrc^tfw&ref_url=https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/policies/
mailto:absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/


School Physicist of  the 
Year 2018

Golfing for England

Congratulations to Ellen Hume for her

recent golfing success at the English

Schools Golf Association National Girls

Championship in London.

Ellen played very well against stiff

competition and came third overall with a

score of 157.

As a result of this success, Ellen has now

been chosen to represent England in two

international matches later this year

against Wales and Scotland.

Ellen has had a great year of golfing

success - earlier in the year she won the

individual Hertfordshire Schools Girls

Golf tournament. She has now proved

that she can repeat this success at National

level too.

Well done Ellen, you are an inspiration to

all other Roundwood golfers!

Mr Barnett

Congratulations to M. Hanson on her

School Physicist of the Year award which

she collected at the University of

Hertfordshire on Friday 6th July.

The award is sponsored by The Ogden Trust

and celebrates the talent of exceptional

students studying physics in local schools.

Mrs K Robbins

Science Department



Silver Duke of  Edinburgh’s Award 
Qualifying Expedition

On Friday 29th June, 69 Year 11 Roundwood students arrived at the turning circle ready

to set off to the White Peak area of the Peak District. The purpose of our trip was to

complete the qualifying expedition of the 2018 Silver Duke of Edinburgh award - an

expedition which would require 3 days of self sufficient walking, navigation and

campcraft.

Laden with 15kg bags, maps we could only hope would lead us well and blister plasters

by the dozen, we were grateful to relax on the two hour coach journey north to the Ilam

YHA in Hartington. The beautiful Victorian Gothic manor house provided pleasant

accommodation and we enjoyed a good night’s rest before our first day of walking

commenced.

At 9:30am on Saturday morning we made our departure from Biggin, the starting point

of the expedition. Having checked our routes with the ICY supervisors and assessors, we

felt as prepared as one could when facing the rather intimidatingly steep hills which the

Peak District is so well known for. Each group set off on their individual routes, half of

us heading to Barn Farm campsite in Birchover and the others to Mandale House

campsite in Haddon Grove. Being in the middle of an unfortunate heatwave, the day was

hot, which is never a good combination with heavy backpacks and walking, but by

drinking lots of water, staying in the shade and frequently topping up sun cream, we

were able to make it to Barn Farm without issue. There is nothing quite as rewarding as

seeing the ICY DofE flag and knowing you have successfully reached the correct

destination and finished that day’s 14km. As the day drew to a close, the bubbling of

trangias was replaced by the camaraderie of a frisbee game and then the peaceful silence

of exhausted teenagers succumbing to sleep.



Silver Duke of  Edinburgh’s Award 
Qualifying Expedition

We made an early departure at 8am on the second day in order to limit the amount of

time under the scorching midday sun and although this middle day was possibly the

hardest - with no end in sight and already tired from day 1 - we prevailed despite this.

Lathkill Dale made for a scenic route, the calm blue skies, while still hot, were preferable

to rain and the early start enabled us to reach Mandale House campsite at 3pm, allowing

us a restful afternoon spent in the shade followed by an early night.

Onto day 3, and an even earlier 7am departure. With dreams of home cooked meals,

comfortable beds, and reliable Wi-Fi connection almost within reach, our spirits were

renewed. Every group had made it back to Biggin by 3.30pm where we removed our

backpacks, discussed the expedition with our assessors and supervisors and then

surrendered to a peacefully comatose state of exhaustion. By 4pm we were on the coach

home, filled with a joyful sense of pride and satisfaction and, with every group having

passed, one step closer to completing our Silver Duke of Edinburgh award. I greatly

enjoyed the trip, although it was challenging, and I’m sure that all the other participants

would agree with me when I say the skills which we gained from the experience were

invaluable - not just those of navigation and tent pitching but of perseverance,

independence, and resourcefulness.

by Clarissa Salmon, 11GT



Trips for the Academic Year 2018/19 

Roundwood Park School prides itself on providing its students with opportunities for personal

and educational enrichment through a varied programme of day and residential trips. These trips

are overwhelmingly in support of the curriculum and encompass most departments, but they are

also valuable in encouraging independence and intellectual curiosity in our young people. The

Year 7 multi-activity trip is organised purely to provide more general growth and personal

development opportunities and provides an invaluable bonding experience for our youngest

students, preparing them for future trips with a curriculum purpose.

Among the residential trips, GCSE/A Level field trips for Geography and Biology are highly

recommended (*), as they form the basis of coursework in those subjects. Other trips, which are

organised during school holidays wherever possible, are deemed to provide valuable educational

benefit, but are entirely optional.

RESIDENTIAL TRIPS currently planned or proposed for academic year 2018/19:

Year Faculty / Purpose Approx Cost / Month 

Year 7 Camp Wilderness, Hatfield: Multi-activity £   210 September

Ski Trip, Sugarloaf USA (TBC) £1,600 Easter

Year 8 Ski Trip, Sugarloaf USA (TBC) £1,600 Easter

Netball Tour, Swindon:  PE £   170 May

Rhineland, Germany: MFL £   440 June/July

Paris, France: MFL £   500 June/July

Year 9 Battlefields, Belgium: History £   300 March

Ski Trip, Sugarloaf USA (TBC) £1,600 Easter

` Warm weather athletics, Majorca: PE £   760 Easter

Netball Tour, Swindon:  PE £   170 May

Year 10 Berlin, Germany: History £   450 Jan/Feb

Ski Trip, Sugarloaf USA (TBC) £1,600 Easter

` Warm weather athletics, Majorca: PE £   760 Easter

Spanish Study Trip: Spanish (TBC) £   600 May

Netball Tour, Swindon:  PE £   170 May

South Wales: Geography* £   300 June/July 

Year 11 Berlin, Germany: History £  450 Jan/Feb

Ski Trip, Sugarloaf USA (TBC) £1,600 Easter

Duke of Edinburgh Awards Expeditions £  380 Easter & June

Warm weather athletics, Majorca: PE £   760 Easter

Year 12 St Peterburg & Moscow (TBC): History £1,500 Feb half-term

CERN, Switzerland: Physics £   460 March 

Ski Trip, Sugarloaf USA (TBC) £1,600 Easter

Liverpool: Geography* £   400 June/July

Biology Field Trip: Biology* £   300 July

Year 13 St Peterburg & Moscow (TBC): History £1,500 Feb half-term

CERN, Switzerland: Physics £   460 March 

Paris KS5 French Trip (TBC) £ TBC March

Ski Trip, Sugarloaf USA (TBC) £1,600 Easter



Trips for the Academic Year 2018/19 Continued..

RESIDENTIAL TRIPS continued:

The list is entirely indicative at this stage, as trips may be added or withdrawn as the year

progresses, depending upon demand and staff availability. The estimated costs may

change as bookings are made. It is provided in order to alert parents and students to the

opportunities available as well as to their financial implications. A deposit is generally

required within one month of the initial letter being sent out to parents, in order to secure

our booking, with subsequent payments scheduled in the ensuing months.

It is important to note that by enrolling your son/daughter on a trip, you are

undertaking to both make the payments and to provide the requested paperwork to

the Finance Office in a timely manner.

For further information regarding residential trips, please contact

Mrs J Blight, Residential Trips Coordinator, finance@roundwoodpark.co.uk

DAY TRIPS scheduled for 2018/19 include, but are not limited to, the following:

Year Trip/Purpose

Year 7 St Albans, Enrichment Week Trips

Year 8 Ironbridge, HPQ, Dunstable Downs/College Lake, Big Bang Fair,

Enrichment Week Trips

Year 9 Cambridge Botanical Gardens, HPQ, Enrichment Week Trips

Year 10 Science Live!, Business & Economics Industry Visit, Bletchley Park/National

Museum of Computing, D&T Restaurant Tour, Gallery Visit, Enrichment

Week Trips

Year 11 Oaklands College, Duke of Edinburgh, Bletchley Park, Gallery Visit.

Yr 12/13 Oxford University taster day, subject revision conferences, Whipsnade Zoo,

UCAS Higher Education conference, careers convention, Science Live!,

Rothamsted Research, EPQ University Library, STEM Careers Day, National

Space Centre.

Again, this list is entirely indicative at this stage, as trips may be added or withdrawn as

the year progresses, depending upon demand and staff availability. Theatre trips will also

be organised across the different year groups; these will be confirmed during the year.

For further information regarding day trips, please contact

Mrs J Reid, Day Trips Coordinator, j.reid@roundwoodpark.co.uk



RPS leads the way in Computer Science

The Computer Science department is delighted to announce that they have once again

been awarded the status of Lead School in the Computing at School's Network of

Excellence in Computer Science teaching.

This is down to the hard work and dedication of all members of the Computer Science

department in ensuring that our students at Roundwood Park have the best possible

experience in their computer science education and that it sets them up for future

success.

Mr M Jones

Head of Computer Science and ICT



Language Leaders:  What have they been up to?!

On 2 July we welcomed back several local primary schools to take part in our Summer

Languages Fair. Our extremely competent Year 9 Language Leaders taught the primary

children new vocabulary in French, German and Spanish in fun and interesting ways.

The feedback from the primary schools has been enormously positive:

“I liked all of  it but in particular the French lesson when we made decorations”

“I liked that we learnt German, Spanish as well as French”

“I liked doing the German pets and colours and learning the French words for holiday”

“I liked the [German] sports room where we played football, ring toss and basketball.  I also enjoyed 

the French room”

This week our Language Leaders are launching a new-style Interhouse with a treasure

hunt around the school with French and German clues. We’re excited to see who wins!

Their final task will be to plan some activities for the European Day of Languages in

September.

The MFL department would like to thank all our Language Leaders - E. Piepgrass, K.

Stapleton, S. Khan, C. Perano, E. McElligott, S. Psaila, M. Hayes, E. Waterhouse, G.

Stapleton, J. Mills, O. John, E. Turner, T. Birkwood and L. Kaplin - for their tremendous

hard work and enthusiasm this year.

We are currently taking applications from any Year 8 students who would be

interested in becoming a Language Leader. All you need is enthusiasm for languages

and a desire to help promote all languages (and not just the ones we study in class). If

you would like to apply, please write a letter or email to Mrs Robinson

(l.robinson@roundwoodpark.co.uk) in the MFL office by the end of term explaining

why you would like to be a Language Leader. Our Language Leaders gain valuable

experience and confidence through the activities they organise as one of our former

Leaders explains:

“I have really enjoyed being a Language Leader as it has given me more opportunities to teach

languages to younger years including working with the primary schools in the area. I think

that being a Language Leader has helped me to develop my skills as a leader such as

communication and confidence.”

Mrs Robinson

MFL Department

mailto:la.robinson@roundwoodpark.co.uk


Seeking Spanish Speakers!

If  there are any Spanish speaking parents in our 

community, who would be interested in helping out 

with Spanish speaking practice next year, then we 

would love to hear from you.

Our students would love to speak to you!

For further information, please contact Sarah Pimm, 

MFL Subject Leader for Spanish at 

S.Pimm@roundwoodpark.co.uk

¡Gracias!

mailto:S.Pimm@roundwoodpark.co.uk


Roundwood Park School
Term Dates 2018-19

Autumn Term 

2018

Term Starts:

Half  Term

Term Ends:

Yr 7 and 12 start Tuesday 4th September 2018

Whole school returns Wednesday 5th September 2018

Monday 29th October to Friday 2nd November 2018

Friday 21st December 2018 – 12.10pm

Spring Term 

2019

Term Starts:

Half  Term

Term Ends:

Tuesday 8th January 2019

Monday 18th February to Friday 22nd February 2019

Friday 5th April 2019 – 3.20pm

Summer Term 

2019

Term Starts:

Half  Term:

Term Ends:

Tuesday 23rd April 2019

Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May 2019

May Bank Holiday: 6th May 2019

Friday 19th July 2019 – 12.10pm

INSET Day

Monday 3rd September 2018

Friday 28th September 2018

Monday 7th January 2019

Monday 22nd July 2019

Tuesday 23rd July 2019

Wednesday 24th July 2019

Occasional Day

Friday 30 November 2018



FINAL HOUSE RESULTS FOR 2017-18

Final House Totals:

GT 306 pts

Wilberforce 292 pts

Frank 286 pts

Scott 283 pts

Cadbury 269 pts

Mandela 264 pts

Owens 241 pts

Please follow our House twitter pages to keep updated with all  our 

weekly events: 

RPS_HouseSystem

After a long year of House

events including House

Music, Sports Day,

University Challenge, Staff

Bake Off and many more...

Grey-Thompson are the

winners of the Hart cup –

their first time winning the

cup since the House system

started. Congratulations!!

https://twitter.com/RPS_HouseSystem


    

 
 

RUN BY THE SCHOOL FOR THE SCHOOL 

ROUNDWOOD PARK SCHOOL UNIFORM AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE EVERY MONDAY 

THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER IN RECEPTION 

FREE PARKING!!! 

10am to 4pm 
Monday 23rd & 30th July  

Monday 6th, 13th, 20th August 
Tuesday 28th August 

 
We are also open between 4 – 8pm on  

Thursday 26th July and 30th August 
 

 

Just come along and kit your child out for the new school year quickly and easily 
 

OR 
 

Order online at www.harpendenuniforms.co.uk 
 

Orders placed during school holidays will be delivered to your home within 48 hours 
 

 
FULL RANGE OF SCHOOL AND SPORTS UNIFORM  

Leather School Shoes, Rugby/Football Boots, Trainers, Name Labels, Base Layers, Shin 

guards, Mouth guards, Tights, Socks and all your Stationery needs. 

ONE STOP SHOPPING 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR SCHOOL & SPORTS 

 

 
 

Harpendenuniforms.co.uk 



Artificial Pitch - Footwear

The artificial pitch is now available for students to use, provided they have

the correct footwear, as per the below guidelines below:

PERMITTED NOT PERMITTED

Moulded boots:

where studs are fixed to the bottom of the boot.

Studs are round or near round.

Astro-turf boots (with pimple bottoms):

while these were originally designed for use on

sand based astro-turfs – they can be worn on

3G…although they are not as good as moulded

/studded boots as they provide less grip.

Studded boots:

where studs screw in. Studs are round or near

round.

Bladed boots: These are associated with knee 

ligament injuries and damage to the fibres of  the 

surface when players are turning.

Flat soled trainers/shoes (tennis shoe, 

running trainer, plimsole type): These flatten the 

fibres down and compact the rubber crumb which 

results in additional maintenance work being 

required. Flat soled shoes also provide no grip on 

this type of  surface. 

NOTE

**HYBRID style (stud/blade boots)

We will operate a common sense approach on these 

style of  boots. Where the majority of  the boot is 

studded, we would permit use, but would encourage 

students to move towards fully studded options with 

future boot purchases.
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https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjN-8CMmpbbAhWLvxQKHXKpAQsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.myactivesg.com/sports/football/how-to-play/football-equipment/which-football-boots-to-wear&psig=AOvVaw343os7UJK-401TlU3FqF3f&ust=1526971442527309
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Exciting Marketing Opportunity for your Business

We are allowing a limited amount of banner advertising space on our new

3G pitch. We've already secured our first pitch side banner.

If you are interested in purchasing a space on the pitch side entrance then

please get in touch.

Maximum size banner:

130 cm (height)

245 cm (length)

You get a great location to advertise your business and, with the 3G Pitch

sold out from 1 September 2018 – 31 May 2019, there will be a huge

amount of footfall through the gates!

If you have your own banner then that’s great! However, we have also

teamed up with Dave Stanton Signs if you are looking for a banner. Income

generated will go to the fundraising drive as we aim for our target of

£200,000.

Look forward to hearing from you!

Myles Hamilton

Sports Centre & Lettings Manager

Roundwood Park School

Tel: 01582 714 019

Email: lettings@roundwoodpark.co.uk

http://www.uksignmakers.co.uk/item/david-stanton-signs/
mailto:lettings@roundwoodpark.co.uk











