
Headlines

Dear Parents and Carers

I would like to congratulate our students

from last summer. We knew that the results

were good but the Value Added score for

GCSE has recently been added to the

national league tables. The Progress 8 score

of 0.48 is really high and is a marked

improvement on last year’s score, which was

already very encouraging. I will let you know

more about the A Level Value Added score

when it is published in a few weeks’ time.

Congratulations to all the students, their

parents and the staff of RPS.

The Year 11s are just about to begin their

mock exams. We wish them well and also

remind them that we are here to help

emotionally as well as academically during

the exam period.

Last week the three Harpenden secondary

schools held a drugs awareness evening at

Rothamsted Conference Centre. Paul

Hannaford, who is very respected in the

field, spoke about issues which all parents

should know about. We hope to have more

evenings in the future and invite Paul back.

Thank you to those who attended and took

time to write such positive feedback.
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Occasional Day

A reminder that school will be closed on

Friday 30 November for our Occasional Day.

Last week we marked the centenary of the

end of the First World War. As well as

excellent Remembrance assemblies

delivered by Mrs Upton, we marked the

occasion with our usual Last Post ceremony

and planting of the Remembrance Crosses.

Thanks go to the Environment Captains, A

Mason and A Jina and to C Jones for

sounding the Last Post.

Have a lovely weekend.

Alan Henshall

Headteacher

End of  Term

School closes at 12.10 pm on Friday 21

December. We have asked the bus

companies to collect the students at this time

and are awaiting confirmation.

http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/Roundwood_Park
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Roundwood-Park-School/168381959856611
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/roundwood-park-mobile-app/
https://www.uniformeasy.com/rpcp


Trip Payments

Residential Trips

Ski Trip 2019:

Interim Payment: £500 overdue

Interim Payment 2: £600 overdue

Warm Weather Athletics Trip 2019:

Interim Payment 2: £200 overdue

Final Payment: £200 due 14 Dec

Y13 CERN Physics Trip 2019:

Interim Payment: £180 overdue

Final Payment: £130 due 10 Dec

Y10 &11 Berlin History Trip 2019:

Final Payment: £430 due 3 Dec

Y9 Battlefields Trip 2019:

Final Payment: £130 due 10 Dec

Y12 &13 Tour of Russia 2019:

Interim Payment: £600 overdue

Final Payment: £450 due 1 Dec

MFL Language trips:

Following unprecedented demand for the

Paris trip, we are currently in the process of

investigating accommodation options

which would permit us to accept all

students who have signed up. Please note

that we will confirm trip places once we

have feedback from our travel agent. All

students who have signed up for the

Rhineland trip are confirmed.

All information regarding trips already

launched is available on CareMonkey and

Parent Pay. A full list of all trips we are

planning to run this academic year can be

viewed on the school’s website or via the

following link: Trips Planned for 2018-19

Mrs J Blight

Residential Trip Coordinator

Year 7 Disco

Friday 23 November, 7.30 – 9.30 pm

£7 per ticket. All proceeds go to charity.

Please return reply slip (attached to this

newsletter) by 22 November.

Christmas Concert, St John’s Church

Thursday 6 December, 7 pm

Tickets for the Christmas Concert are now

on sale. Please speak to the music

department for more details, letters have

been handed out to students.

Mr Gray

Head of Music

Forthcoming Events

Year 7 Parents/Carers:

Monday 3 December (08.40 – 9.40am, 

Meeting Room 1)  – English

Parent Consultation Evenings:

Year 7 – Thursday 4 July 2019

Year 8 – Thursday 21 March 2019

Year 9 – Thursday 7 March 2019

Year 11 – Thursday 24 January 2019

Year 12 – Thursday 14 February 2019

Year 9 Options Evening:

Thursday 28 February 2019

Post 16 Information Evening:

Thursday 17 January 2019

Coffee 
Mornings

Key Dates:

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Trips-planned-for-2018-19.pdf


Our popular Christmas lunch will take place on

Tuesday, 18 December, at a cost of £3.50 per

student. This includes a choice of a traditional

turkey main course (including pigs in blankets) or

vegetarian option, a dessert and a cracker. Uptake

for our Christmas lunch is usually around 85% to

90%.

As in previous years, payment will be required

via ParentPay against the payment option entitled

‘Christmas Lunch 18/12/18’ (please do not

hesitate to contact the finance office if you have

forgotten your username and password). The

closing date for payments is 11am on Monday, 19

November. Please note that payments cannot be

accepted after this date as the final catering order

has to be placed the following day. If payment is

not received by 19 November, your son/daughter

will require a packed lunch on 18 December, as

there will NOT be an alternative food option on

the day. Additionally, the canteen will be closed

at break and the sixth form café will be shut all

day.

There is a mandatory ‘notes’ field on ParentPay in

which you must specify either ‘turkey’ or

‘vegetarian’. Additionally, if you have an allergy or

intolerance to specific food types, this must be

added to the ‘notes’ field. If a food option is not

specified, it will be assumed that your

son/daughter would like a turkey meal.

If your son/daughter is eligible for free school

meals, he/she will automatically be allocated a

turkey meal. However, you will need to inform our

Catering Manager, in writing and before 19

November, if your son/daughter requires a

vegetarian option or has a food intolerance (please

email s.papworth@roundwoodpark.co.uk).

All students will be able to check that their

payment has been received by looking at the list on

the notice board by the canteen entrance (which

will be updated by lunchtime from tomorrow on a

daily basis). A note will additionally be made on

Bulletin each day reminding students to check the

list.

The Christmas meal is ordered in quantities to

meet demand and regretfully, therefore, we will be

unable to provide a refund if your son/daughter is

absent on 18 December.

In case you have not used ParentPay for some

time, the instructions on how to make a payment

are given below:

Under your son/daughter’s name you will see two

tabs. Click on the yellow tab entitled ‘Pay for

other items’ unless you have more than one child,

in which case select the white tab ‘View all items’.

Alongside the option entitled ‘Christmas Lunch

18/12/18’ click ‘View’.

You will now be required to complete the ‘Notes’

section, as explained above, following which click

on ‘Add to basket’ (IGNORE the option to ‘Pay

by Parent Account’)

Repeat the process for other siblings or if you have

other items to pay and once all selections have

been made click on the basket icon at the top right

hand side of the screen.

Select your payment method, click on ‘Pay now’

and input your payment card details, if not

automatically saved on the website. If not

automatically saved you may need to click on

‘Review payment’ and a box will appear

confirming your selection. From here select

‘Make payment’

You may now be directed to a secure bank card

verification screen. If so, enter any details

requested and then press ‘Submit’.

You should now be taken back to the home screen

with a notification stating ‘Payment successful’

and you will receive a second confirmation via

email.

If you are in doubt as to whether or not you have

paid, click 'Transaction history' on the left hand

side of the home screen, then click on 'Payment

history', input the relevant dates and finally click

'Search'. You will then be able to see all payments

within the relevant period.

Please do not hesitate to contact the Finance

Office (before 19 November) should you have any

queries (01582 765344). If you wish to email your

query please do not reply to this email, as it is

only used for outgoing messages, but contact us

via finance@roundwoodpark.co.uk.

Christmas Lunch 
Tuesday 18 December 2018

mailto:finance@roundwoodpark.co.uk


Can you spare any 
cooking equipment?

Thank you for all the donations to food
technology. If anyone is still having
a clear out of saucepans, cake tins,
baking trays or any utensils please bring
them in as all donations will be
gratefully received!

Many thanks.

Food Technology department

Are you a parent of a child/young person
aged under 18? If so, did you know that
Hertfordshire County Council’s Public
Health team can provide advice and guidance
to support you with your child’s health and
wellbeing? To better understand your needs
and how we can reach you, we would be very
grateful if you could let us know your
thoughts by completing our short survey,
which should take no more than 3 minutes of
your time. Please use the following link to
access the survey:
https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/11XA
J/

The survey is open now and will close on
Friday 23 November 2018.

Hertfordshire County 
Council Health Team –
Parent Survey

Further information can be found 

on the Roundwood Park website. 

Roundwood Park School Calendar

Daily Bulletin; Latest News; 

Letters Home; Trips & Visits

PE News

Please also follow us on Facebook, 

Twitter and download the Roundwood 

Park mobile app to keep up to date.

Vacancies

For details of any current vacancies, please

visit our website or following the link below:

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/

Absence Line
When you call in for absence, please use 

our dedicated 24 hour absence line: 

01582 714049 or e-mail us at 

absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk

Mandela House are organising a collection

for Macmillan Cancer Support.

We are encouraging students and staff to

donate goods that we can make into Cancer

Support Packages - please see the poster

attached for ideas of gifts to donate.

Please hand your donations in to the

Geography office by the Friday 23

November.

Many thanks for your support.

Miss Plowman,

Head of Mandela

Macmillan Cancer Care 
Support Packgages

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/11XAJ/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/school-calendar/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/daily-bulletin/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/general-news/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/letters-home/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/trips-visits/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/pe-news/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/
mailto:absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwik79avzM_eAhXOY8AKHQVDC3kQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.nestle.co.uk/media/pressreleases/nestle-uk-employees-bring-in-200k-for-macmillan-cancer-support&psig=AOvVaw3GminAVeDGXOzzmuT86P2A&ust=1542137566008325


Remembrance Day 2018

Library display 

Poppies designed

and planted by

RPS students

Artwork by R Weston-Giordano (Y7)

Display and books in the Library



National Anti-Bullying Week at RPS
Monday 12 – Friday 16 November

This week Roundwood has been promoting National Anti-bullying week! Anti-bullying

week aims to raise awareness of bullying of young people, in and out of school. Anti-

bullying is an important movement within RPS as the RPS community will never

tolerate bullying. Our school should be a safe space for all individuals to learn and grow.

We want to highlight the signs of bullying, in order to be better at recognizing and

responding to it.

During Anti-bullying week, we are using odd socks and funky ties to raise awareness.

Students have also been given the opportunity to literally lock in their pledge against

bullying using padlocks; anti-bullying awareness has also been included in house

assemblies. We hope to spread awareness against bullying far and wide across our

community!

This year, the theme of National Anti-bullying week is ‘Choose Respect’; this has

inspired many fantastic posters around the school and a special book display in the

library. Choosing respect means respecting the diversity within our school and giving

every person the right to express themselves without the fear of bullying. The definition

of respect is: ‘due regard for feelings, wishes, or rights of others’, according to the

dictionary. Every person has the right to respect in our community, regardless of gender,

sexual orientation, race, religious beliefs or disability.

We want all young people in our community to feel as though they have someone to turn

to in any instances of bullying, whether this is an adult they trust, a peer or new anti-

bullying ambassador, or the Speakeasy website located on RM Unify. Roundwood Park

has a zero-tolerance attitude towards bullying and will treat any cases of bullying with

the utmost importance.

In the run up to National Anti-bullying week, house leaders across all year groups met

with passionate staff and SLG members at a wellbeing and diversity conference, led by

Mrs Mansfield. Together, we are working on an updated version of the RPS Anti-

bullying policy, to make sure that this policy is as effective and relevant as possible.

Anti-bullying week is an important week to all in the RPS community. Together, we can

take a stand against bullying in the hope of creating a kinder and safer community,

where we all ‘Choose Respect.’

Abby Garfield

School Captain - Diversity and Wellbeing





Success at the Inter-School Geography Quiz

34 Roundwood Park students from Yr 8 – Yr 10 took part in the Inter-School geography

quiz. We were up against Sir John Lawes, St George's, St Alban's Boys’ and The King’s

School. Topics included; fieldwork, UK landmarks, iGeo, alphabet round. The students

were incredibly successful and the following teams did particularly well in their age

category:

Year 8

Year 9

1st - J Brighton & G Lamb 2nd - L Arrow-Smith, A Corran & N Guy

3rd - J Fearn, G Bandell and M Gaches



Inter-School Geography Quiz continued../..

Year 10

1st - O John, E Piepgrass and E Turner

2nd - R Lea, J Laine and N Mehra

3rd - A Holmes, T Birkwood and K Stapleton

4th - G Stapleton, J Mills and L Akroyd



Introducing our new Staff  Governors

Jean-Michel Jacquinot

Mark Jones

My family and I moved from London to Harpenden in 2003. I

have 3 sons, one past, one current and hopefully one future

student at Roundwood Park. I grew up in France until my family

moved to the UK when I was thirteen and have remained here

ever since. After studying Physics, followed by Atmospheric

Sciences, at University, I worked in a front office role in the

financial services industry for 20 years.

Five years ago I took a career break, during which I looked after

our youngest son whilst my wife returned to work, and also did

some volunteering work at RPS supporting A-Level students for

their spoken French assessment.

This led me to consider retraining as a teacher, which I started as a schools’ direct trainee

teacher of Physics at RPS, through the Alban Federation in September 2016, and I have

carried on at RPS since.

As both a parent and a member of staff of RPS, I feel fundamentally invested in the

future of our school. As a staff governor, I’m keen to participate more actively in helping

to guide the strategic direction of our school in order to achieve the best outcomes for

our staff, students and the wider community.

I have been at Roundwood Park School since 2016 and have

held the position of Head of Computer Science and ICT.

Whilst at RPS, I have worked with many colleagues

throughout the school supporting with trips abroad to

Germany and helping different colleagues get the most out of

the technology that is available to them. My most recent

accomplishment is the implementation of the new electronic

bulletin system which I designed and created.

Originally from Birkenhead, Wirral, after I completed my degree in English Language,

PGCE in Computer Science and Masters in Education at Edge Hill University, I moved

down to Hertfordshire to teach. Prior to entering the education sector, I worked for Apple

Inc in their retail stores. My role as an Apple Store Genius saw me working with a number

of different businesses including schools and colleges where I supported with their

implementation of Apple hardware and software.



Richard Meyrick returns to Roundwood Park to 
run another masterclass workshop

Richard Meyrick a.k.a 'The Pianoman' is coming back to RPS on Wednesday 19

December to run his popular Piano Masterclass for our music students.

Last year Richard visited us and was so impressed with the standard that he

offered two RPS students a scholarship to continue having lessons with him in

London - our Head Boy Hugh was one of the lucky recipients.

Hopefully, once he has run the rule over our amazing musicians, we might find

some more of our students taken under his wing.

http://www.pianomanscholarships.co.uk/#homePage

If you would like to keep up to date with PE, Art, Drama 

and Music, then please

@RPSCREATIVE

@RPSPE

http://www.pianomanscholarships.co.uk/#homePage
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.pianomanscholarships.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/v3-1024x313.png&imgrefurl=http://www.pianomanscholarships.co.uk/the-pianoman-team/&docid=KFhhW0kM6oHrjM&tbnid=Nur_SQtZXmednM:&vet=10ahUKEwj-vtT_-s7eAhVJQ8AKHYZzBKMQMwhOKBIwEg..i&w=1024&h=313&hl=en&safe=strict&bih=722&biw=1138&q=pianoman with richard meyrick&ved=0ahUKEwj-vtT_-s7eAhVJQ8AKHYZzBKMQMwhOKBIwEg&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://twitter.com/creative_rps
https://twitter.com/RPSPE


Congratulations to E Archer (Scott House Captain) who did

her skydive – from a staggering 10,000 feet - on 2 November.

Not bad for someone who’s scared of heights!

Emma has raised £2,265 for our school charities which is

incredible. If you wish to donate, please follow the link below:

Charity Sky Dive

Charity Sky Dive

HOUSE NEWS

Forthcoming House Events:

23rd Nov: Y7 Disco

28th Nov: Rugby Week (7-10)

29th Nov: Yr 9/10 Benchball

5th Dec: Sportsperson’s dinner

10th Dec: Scott House Charity Week

12th Dec: Staff  Christmas Bake off

21st Dec: Non Uniform day

House Totals:

Owens 60 pts

Cadbury 57 pts

Wilberforce 56 pts

GT 56 pts

Frank 46 pts

Scott 42 pts

Mandela 41 pts

Please follow our House twitter pages to keep updated with all  our weekly events: 

RPS_HouseSystem

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/emma-archer
https://twitter.com/RPS_HouseSystem


Getting to know the 2018-19 SLG

Frank House 

Communications Captain:

J Plumb

Tell us something interesting about yourself? I am obsessed with star signs, I am an Aries which is a fire
sign. Being an Aries means that I am adventurous, impulsive, independent, assertive and intolerant. Some
of these are good and some of them are bad but I relate to all of them!

What 3 words would your best friend use to describe you? Fun, Unreserved, Striking

What was the interview process like and how did you prepare? I prepared by writing a bit about myself
and exactly what I want to achieve whilst being in SLG. Completing the application was a bit like
applying for a job for me so I found it exiting…not a chore.

What plans do you have for the incoming year? As communications captain I would love to further
develop the Park Times so that it is accessed by more people….I think it should be viewed during form
times so that everyone gets to read information about their school and their fellow students and also by
adding a wider range of sections to attract a wider audience.

What is your favourite house event to date? I love doing House Music, even though I can’t sing to save
my life! Me and my friends have done it every year and we always find it so fun and entertaining, the
energy there is so positive and warm!

If you were an animal in the wild, what would you be? I think I would be a panther because they are
energetic, enthusiastic but they know exactly what they want and how to get it!

If you could invite any guest alive or dead, to dinner who would you pick and why? I would probably
pick Kris Jenner, which I am fully aware some of you are rolling your eyes at, but I think she is an
amazing business woman who has managed to turn her whole virtually un-talented family into a billion-
dollar empire. Therefore, I would love to meet her to get some business tips and because I think we would
probably end up being best friends because she is so funny and outgoing.

Who was your hero as a child and why? My heroes are my parents because I spent so much time with
both of them and they prioritised me and my sisters over anything else which led them to move to
Harpenden from North London to give us the best opportunities in life, which we have. My sister is now
studying law at Bristol and I am doing A-levels in an outstanding school! They clearly did something right
by putting family first.

If you won the lottery, how would you spend your millions? I did actually win £100 on the lottery the
other day which was amazing! But if I had won millions I would take all my friends to the Maldives in
summer on a champagne filled private jet, buy everything in Gucci, Cartier and Louboutin, buy a house in
Beverly Hills (the best place I have ever been), buy a convertible Rolls Royce and then give whatever is left
to my family!

What is your favourite word and why? My favourite word is facetious which means; treating serious
issues with deliberately inappropriate humour. Saying or hearing this word makes me laugh because me
and mum always say it to each other as a joke because we heard someone on Big Brother saying it every 5
minutes a few years ago.

If you could be anywhere in the world this weekend, where would you be? I would be in Bora Bora
because it looks like the most relaxing and chilled place in the world and I feel like I need to chill out and
just lay around on the beach all day.

Final Thoughts I am so happy to be a vocal part of the SLG this year and to be a part of such an
outstanding group that I have always looked up to. I am excited to meet new people and make new
memories and make changes to an already outstanding school.






























