
Headlines

Dear Parents and Carers

We are looking forward to two big events

next week – the Christmas Concert and the

Sportspersons’ dinner – both of which a large

number of students are involved in and are a

chance to celebrate all that is good about our

excellent music and PE departments. Our

partnership with St John’s Church goes back

several years now and we really enjoy visiting

them every year as the acoustics lend

themselves brilliantly to our concert. In terms

of sporting success, we have had an excellent

year, especially in athletics and we look

forward to highlighting some of the team and

individual performances at our dinner next

week.

I hope that the students enjoy their extended

weekend. We put the Occasional Day in at

this time of the year to give them some well-

earned rest and recuperation (as well as for

the staff!). It also gives most of the Year 11s

a break at the end of their mocks

examinations (although some have a few

exams next week). I have been really

impressed with the way that Year 11 have

conducted themselves during the mock

exams and we now await their results in

January with great interest.
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Occasional Day

A reminder that school will be closed on

Friday 30 November for our Occasional Day.

If you are able to take any time off with

your children this weekend I hope you

enjoy the extended break.

Alan Henshall

Headteacher

End of  Term

School closes at 12.10 pm on Friday 21

December. We have asked the bus

companies to collect the students at this time

and are awaiting confirmation.

Absence Line
When you call in for absence, please use 

our dedicated 24 hour absence line: 

01582 714049 or e-mail us at 

absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk

http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/Roundwood_Park
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Roundwood-Park-School/168381959856611
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/roundwood-park-mobile-app/
https://www.uniformeasy.com/rpcp
mailto:absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk


Trip Payments

Residential Trips

Madrid Spanish Language Trip 2019:

Deposit: £150 due 5 December 

Ski Trip 2019:

Interim Payment: £500 overdue

Interim Payment 2:£600 overdue

Warm Weather Athletics Trip 2019:

Interim Payment 2:£200 overdue

Final Payment: £200 due 14 December

Y9 Battlefields Trip 2019:

Final Payment: £130 due 10 December 

Y10 &11 Berlin History Trip 2019:

Final Payment: £430 due 3 December 

Y12 Nettlecombe Court Biology Trip 19:

Deposit: £50 due 13 December 

Y13 CERN Physics Trip 2019:

Final Payment: £130 due 10 December

Y12 &13 Tour of Russia 2019:

Interim Payment: £600 overdue

Final Payment: £450 due 2 December

MFL Language trips:

Following unprecedented demand for the

Paris trip, we are currently in the process of

investigating accommodation options

which would permit us to accept all

students who have signed up. Please note

that we will confirm trip places once we

have had feedback from our travel

agent. All students who have signed up for

the Rhineland trip are confirmed.

All information regarding trips already

launched is available on CareMonkey and

Parent Pay. A full list of all trips we are

planning to run this academic year can be

viewed on the school’s website or via the

following link: Trips Planned for 2018-19

Mrs J Blight

Residential Trip Coordinator

Christmas Concert, St John’s Church

Thursday 6 December, 7 pm

Tickets for the Christmas Concert are now

on sale. Please speak to the music

department for more details. Letters have

been handed out to students.

Mr Gray

Head of Music

Forthcoming Events

Year 7 Parents/Carers:

Monday 3 December (08.40 – 9.40am, 

Meeting Room 1)  – English

Parent Consultation Evenings:

Year 7 – Thursday 4 July 2019

Year 8 – Thursday 21 March 2019

Year 9 – Thursday 7 March 2019

Year 11 – Thursday 24 January 2019

Year 12 – Thursday 14 February 2019

Year 9 Options Evening:

Thursday 28 February 2019

Post 16 Information Evening:

Thursday 17 January 2019

Coffee 
Mornings

Key Dates:

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Trips-planned-for-2018-19.pdf


Science Live 
Y12 & Y13 

Chemistry Trip

We took 24 sixth form students from year

12-13 to Science Live at Piccadilly Theatre

to see five lectures on current aspects of

chemistry. The speakers were experts in

their field, including Professor Peter

Atkins of Oxford University, all

selected for their passion to inspire young

chemists.

"The trip was so insightful into the

different areas of science. The lecturers

were very interesting with topics covering

nanoscience, mercury and the periodic

table extending work we’ve done in

lessons. There is a wide range of areas

covered that will interest everyone. There

was also examiner advice which was very

useful. Overall, it was an interesting and

exciting experience."

E Smith Y12

Further information can be found 

on the Roundwood Park website. 

Roundwood Park School Calendar

Daily Bulletin; Latest News; 

Letters Home; Trips & Visits

PE News

Please also follow us on Facebook, 

Twitter @RPSCREATIVE

@RPSPE

Or download the Roundwood Park 

mobile app to keep up to date.

Vacancies

For details of any current vacancies, please

visit our website or following the link below:

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/

Can you spare any 
cooking equipment?

Thank you for all the donations to food
technology. If anyone is still having
a clear out of saucepans, cake tins,
baking trays or any utensils please bring
them in as all donations will be
gratefully received!

Many thanks.

Food Technology department

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/school-calendar/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/daily-bulletin/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/general-news/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/letters-home/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/trips-visits/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/pe-news/
https://twitter.com/creative_rps
https://twitter.com/RPSPE
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/


RPS Equestrian Team

Well done to all who competed at last
weekend’s NSEA championships Plate at
Keysoe Equestrian College.

The 80cm team just missed going through
to the jump off with P Grovestock and
A Aucott going Clear and K Johnson and
E Latham with 4 Faults each.

The 90cm Team came 7th in the Jump
Off with everyone going Clear in either
1st round and/or Jump Off. The team
included A Aucott, P Grovestock,
M O’Neill & J Francey.

S Francey, Equestrian Team Manager

80cm Team

90cm Team

Trampolining

On 20th November, the trampolining squad

attended their first competition of the year,

against St Albans High School for Girls.

The U13s girls, the U15s girls and an U19s

girls team attended the competition. It was

vital in preparing our gymnasts for the

upcoming regional competition. We started

off with the U13s team who all performed

to an extremely high standard. They were

victorious, with the whole team placing first

and E Day taking the overall high score.

Next were the U15s girls; again they all

performed brilliantly, winning the team first.

O Wise took the first overall high score.

The whole day was filled with superb

routinues from all our gymnasts. It was also

pivotal as it gave our gymnasts practice and

confidence heading into one of the most

important competitions of the year. A huge

thank you to the High School for hosting us,

to Mrs Moxham for taking us and providing

us with support throughout the day and to

our U19 Intermediate team for judging.

A Birch Y12



RPS Stargazing Event - Wednesday 14 November

“On 14th November, we attended the astronomy stargazing event. We had a really

good time looking through telescopes, trying the quiz and doing the toilet paper

challenge! We also went into the planetarium which showed us all of the planets and

explained everything about them. We had a really fun time and hope to go again next

year”. A Swan, I Calixte-Barnett, Z Salih (7O)



HOUSE NEWS

Forthcoming House Events:

5th Dec: Sportsperson’s dinner

10th Dec: Scott House Charity Week

12th Dec: Staff  Christmas Bake off

21st Dec: Non Uniform day

House Totals:

GT 86 pts

Owens 85 pts

Wilberforce 85 pts

Cadbury 83 pts

Frank 73 pts

Scott 71 pts

Mandela 71 pts

Please follow our House twitter pages to keep updated with all  our weekly events: 

RPS_HouseSystem

https://twitter.com/RPS_HouseSystem


Mandela Charity Week 2018

The week was a great success, raising

£1750 (and counting!). To raise awareness

for our charities we did 3 things:

1. OLLIE Foundation - ‘I cry because’

campaign which encouraged students

to open up about their feelings. 601

students shared their feelings and we

are following this up with a display

board and working with the

SpeakEasy group to promote

awareness of teenage suicide.

2. Macmillan Cancer Support - we are

making cancer care packages for

cancer sufferers. So far the students

and wider community have donated

71 items to the cause.

3. Unique Home for Girls - we

encouraged tutor groups to make

birthday cards for the girls, so far we

have 246 cards and are planning to

make a ‘happy birthday’ video for

them.



Mandela Charity Week 2018

We also ran many fundraising activities including:

• Charity Dance Club ran by 8M

• Yr 11 and 6th form leg wax - raising £240

• Cake sales by various year groups, notably 7M

raised £203!

• Yr 7 Disco

• 3 legged-day

• Name the Polar bear

• Sweets in a jar competition

• Chocolate Hamper raffle

• Sponsored silence

• Sold OLLIE Foundation wristbands and pens



Mandela 

Charity 

Week 

2018





Budding photographers (in three categories, Juniors aged 7-10,

Intermediates aged 11-13 and Seniors aged 14-17 - all ages as at

31st August 2018) are invited to enter their work in the Rotary

Young Photographer Competition, the Harpenden heat

of which is being run by Rotary in Harpenden.

This year's theme is "Beauty of Nature“. Entries must be

submitted by 26th January 2019. Winners of the Harpenden

heat will receive a £20 WHSmiths voucher.

In last year's competition Hannah Burns, winner of the 11-13

intermediate section in the Harpenden heat, went on through

district heats to take third place in the national finals, a truly

wonderful result for one of our local schools!

For guidelines and an entry form please go

to https://tinyurl.com/yphotdoc

Entries should be delivered or posted to Kelvin Goodson, 86

Tuffnells Way, Harpenden, AL5 3HG

(Email: kelvingoodson@gmail.com)

For further information, please visit www.rotaryinharpenden.org.uk

(scroll down the home page to "New Challenge for Young

Photographers", where they will read about last year's winners, the

judges' opinions and see pictures of the winning entries).

Calling all Budding Photographers!  
Rotary Young Photographer Competition –

Harpenden Heat

Young-Photographer-

Information-Pack-2018-19-

Harpenden Heat.pdf
tinyurl.com

https://tinyurl.com/yphotdoc
mailto:kelvingoodson@gmail.com
http://www.rotaryinharpenden.org.uk/
https://tinyurl.com/yphotdoc























