
Headlines
Dear Parents and Carers

It was lovely to meet all the Year 9 parents

and students at the options evening we held

last week. The students are feeling very

excited about the subjects they can choose for

their GCSEs. A number of parents remarked

to me that we don’t make it easy for students

because each presentation showed the

passion that the teachers have for their

subjects here at Roundwood Park. A number

of parents said that they would like to be in

some of the classes studying the subjects!

Good luck with the choices and we are, of

course, here to help with feedback and

advice.

We have had some impressive sporting

success recently which will be covered later

in this edition of RoundUp. Congratulations

to our trampolining squad who put in a

stunning performance at the national

trampolining finals. Special congratulations

go to J Woods (12W), M McIntosh (9S) and

T Gaunce (9S) for excellent performances at

the English Indoor Athletics Championship.

M McIntosh is now the record holder in her

age group for 60m hurdles, beating the

previous record which has stood for 17 years!

If you are reading this as a current Year 6

parent and your child has just got a place at

Roundwood we look forward to welcoming

you in September and hope you find reading

RoundUp useful in the coming months.

Alan Henshall

Headteacher

RoundUp is published fortnightly on our website.
http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk
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Epipens

A reminder that students should be wearing 

summer uniform after the Easter holidays.

Summer Uniform

A reminder that if your child has been

prescribed an Epipen it is their

responsibility to carry it on them at all

times. We are happy to keep a spare Epipen

in reception. Please contact Claire Smith at

c.smith@roundwoodpark.co.uk if you have

any queries.

Thank you for the prompt payments for
Enrichment Week – we have had a
wonderful response.

For anyone who has not yet paid, please
note that the payment deadline is today,
Friday 8th March. If meeting this payment
deadline is an issue, please do contact the
finance team directly so that we can work
out how we can manage the payment
together.

We will be paying for venues and coaches
shortly so prompt payment is greatly
appreciated.

Mr Pettengell
Deputy Headteacher

Enrichment Week

http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Roundwood-Park-School/168381959856611
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/roundwood-park-mobile-app/
mailto:c.smith@roundwoodpark.co.uk


Trip Payments
Residential Trips

Y12 Nettlecombe Court Biology Trip 19:

Full Payment: overdue

Netball Tour 2019:

Final Payment: £85 overdue

Y10 South Wales Geography Trip:

Deposit: £50 overdue

Interim Payment 1: £140 overdue

Balance Payment: £86.00 due 17 April
Note: this trip is highly recommended for our

geographers as it will greatly help students prepare for

their Paper 3 Geographical Investigations written

exam at the end of Year 11.

MFL Paris 2019:

Interim Payment 2: £150 overdue

Balance Payment: £125.00 28 March 

MFL Rhineland 2019:

Interim Payment 2: £150 overdue

Balance Payment: £125 due 28 March 

D of E Silver Award 2019:

Interim Payment 1: £80 overdue

Interim Payment 2: £80 due 8 March

Interim Payment 3: £130.00 23 March 

Liverpool Geography Trip 2019 (Yr12):

Deposit: £90 overdue

Interim Payment: £150 due 29 March

Balance Payment: £170 due 07 May

Please refer to either your trip letter (always

available on your CareMonkey account) or

ParentPay for a complete list of payment due

dates.

Mrs J Blight, Residential Trip Coordinator

Year 8 Consultation Evening

Thursday 21st March, 4.30 – 7.30 pm

The online booking system is open for

bookings until Monday 11th March at

10.00pm.

Forthcoming Events Key Dates in 2019:

Year 7:

w/c 20 May Exam Week

w/c 3 June Exam Week

w/c 24 June Enrichment Week

4 July Parent Consultation Evening

Year 8:

21 March Parent Consultation Evening

28 March Year 9 Options Deadline

w/c 20 May Exam Week

w/c 3 June Exam Week

w/c 24 June Enrichment Week

Year 9:

13 March KS4 Options Deadline

14-16 March Battlefields Trip

3-14 June Exams

w/c 24 June Enrichment Week

Year 10:

16 May English Parents Info Evening

Year 12:

w/c 10 June Work Placement Week

Absence Line
When you call in for absence, please use our 

dedicated 24 hour absence line: 

01582 714049 or e-mail us at 

absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk

Please visit our website for further 

information including Roundwood Park 

School Calendar; Daily Bulletin; Latest 

News; Letters Home; Trips & Visits;

PE News; Vacancies

Please also follow us on Facebook and 

Twitter @RPSCREATIVE

@RPSPE

@RPS_Pastoral

Or download the Roundwood Park mobile 

app to keep up to date.

mailto:absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/school-calendar/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/daily-bulletin/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/general-news/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/letters-home/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/trips-visits/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/pe-news/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/
https://twitter.com/creative_rps
https://twitter.com/RPSPE
https://twitter.com/RPS_Pastoral


 

RUN BY THE SCHOOL FOR THE SCHOOL 

 

March 19 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Students go into summer uniform on Tuesday 23rd April, which is a short sleeved shirt 

or blouse which must have the school logo embroidered on the breast pocket. 

Our pop-up shop will be open on Monday 8th and 15th April between 10am and 4pm 

in reception at Roundwood Park School. We will have the full range of uniform 

available to purchase. There will also be ample free parking on site for your 

convenience. 

If you are unable to visit the pop up shop, you can also visit our supplier’s retail shop  

Beat School Uniforms  
4 Station Road 
Harpenden  
AL5 4SE  
 
Opening Times:  
Monday – Friday 9am – 6pm 
Saturday 9am – 5:30pm  
Tel: 0844 879 7288 

Any orders placed through our website during the school holidays will be delivered to 

your home address within 48 hours. 

We have samples of uniform in school for trying-on purposes if you are unsure of the 

size you need to order. Please contact me on 01582 714028 or email to arrange a 

convenient time: enquiries@harpendenuniforms.co.uk 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Debbie Attfield 

 

 







Year 13 Physics trip to CERN, Switzerland

On 1 March, fourteen Year 13 students met up in the early morning at Luton Airport to

fly to Geneva, Switzerland accompanied by Dr Inglima and Mr Jacquinot. Our first port-

of-call was the History of Science museum, where we saw old science equipment such as

an early electron microscope and a hand powered orrery. I’m sure that we all agree on

our favourite part of the museum: the children’s room. After a quick tram ride to the UN

where we took photos outside, we went to the University of Geneva where we had a fun

demonstration on energy which involved a lot of fire and luminous solvents.

The second day was another fairly early start with the group on the tram to CERN at

8am. Our day at CERN began with a three-hour tour, starting with an introductory video

and Q&A session. Then we were taken to the CERN Control Centre, followed by the

Cryogenic Testing Facility for the parts of CERN’s famous Large Hadron Collider,

which included a mock-up of the inside of the LHC tunnel. After the tour, we headed

back to reception, where we visited the Microcosm before having lunch in the cafeteria

and quickly stopping by the Globe, where the Universe of Particles exhibition was, prior

to leaving. We took the tram back to the centre of Geneva, where we went to the Manor

department store. At half seven, we went to a nearby Italian restaurant where we had a

meal before heading down to the lake.



Year 13 Physics trip to CERN, Switzerland 
(continued)

The last day started later than the previous two, with everyone having checked out by

half eight. We split into four groups to do a scavenger hunt around Geneva, following a

trail that led us through the old town and ending at the Jet d’eau. It was a lot of fun,

messing around and getting soaked at the Jet d’eau. Unfortunately, we soon had to leave.

We got a boat across the lake before making our way back to Geneva Airport. Prizes

were given for the scavenger hunt and everyone got some chocolate, no matter which

place they came. The flight consisted of a lot of chocolate eating and I know that we

were all disappointed to go from the sunny and warmer weather in Geneva to the rain

and wind in Luton.

The CERN trip is something that almost every A Level physics student at RPS looks

forward to, and we were very glad that it lived up to our expectations, and at times

exceeded them. The visit to CERN itself was very interesting and we all learnt a lot, it

certainly was amazing to have the chance to see such a famous international science

facility. The trip brought us closer as a group of people, with lots of inside jokes forming

and a photo editing war being initiated. I’m positive that all of us will remember this trip

for years to come.

H Rodgers (13GT)



Rotary Technology Tournament –
2019 Winners!

Very well done to all of our students who participated in this week’s Rotary Tournament
– they were fantastic ambassadors for our school and should be very proud of
themselves.

Both our KS3 and KS5 teams made it through to the finals to receive certificates, and our
KS4 team, which comprised of T Lowry (10M), J Orchard (10S), K Gash (10C) and J
Davies (10S), won 1st prize! For this team to receive 1st place was quite remarkable
considering they were one of only two Year 10 teams placed in the same category,
competing against Year 11 competitors!

Huge congratulations!!

Mr Libberton
Design & Technology



Year 9 Students –
Finalists in a National 

Computer Competition

The Computer Science department would
like to recognise two students, A Corran
(9M) and T Owen (9O) on their fantastic
result in the recent Bebras Competition.

Back in November 2018, every student in
Years 7, 8 and 9, together with all those
who study computer science at GCSE and
A-Level were entered into the
computational thinking competition
Bebras. The Bebras competition is carried
out in partnership with Oxford University
and Google.

The Intermediate Age Group had over
100,000 entries and the top 50 were invited
to the final. Both A Corran and T Owen
competed in the final with A Corran
securing second place. Congratulations to
both students!

On a second note, a number of students
across all year groups were invited to
participate in another computational
thinking competition - the Oxford
Computing Challenge. This took place on
Wednesday 6th March and we are currently
awaiting the results – we will update you in
the next RoundUp.

The Computer Science team

All Key Stage 3 students were given a
‘Sudoku challenge with a twist’ to
complete within 24 hours over World
Maths Day on Wednesday 6 March.

Students were given a blank grid and had
to first of all find clues around the school.
Clues included questions like ‘what is the
third triangular number?’ and ‘what is the
second term in the sequence 2n+1?’

Once students obtained all the clues
around the school grounds they were then
able to complete the Sudoku puzzle.

Special congratulations go to I Mortimer
(7W) who submitted her entry before 8am
on the day of the competition.

The prize winners were as follows:

1st Place I Mortimer (7W)

2nd Place A Corran (9M)

3rd Place E Corran (7S)

Well done to all other entrants.

Mrs C Bond
Acting Coordinator of
Key Stage 3 mathematics

World Maths Day –
Wednesday 6th March



Year 10 Food & Nutrition

On Thursday 27th February our Year 10 Food and Nutrition students got a

delivery of 15 pheasants! The students were taught how to debone the bird

and remove all the meat. We then minced the meat in our new meat mincer

and made into meatballs. The students then cooked and sampled their

work. A great learning experience for all!



RPS Drama Production

This year, rather than create our usual school

play/musical, we wanted to partake in the National

Theatre Connections Festival. This involved our cast and

crew being able to take part in professionally led

workshops, whilst producing and performing a brand

new piece from an established writer before performing it

both within school and at a professional theatre.

There were many reasons we selected 'The Sad Club'

from the shortlist offered. For me it was due to the

writer’s own words about it: “I wanted to write something to

get young people to think about the stuff that tripped me up in

my twenties earlier, in the hope that when these things hit them

they’ll feel less weird and might even be better equipped to

handle them” (Luke Barnes).

As a new and, as yet, unperformed play with music, it

has been an exciting and challenging journey to get to

this point. The cast and crew have worked incredibly

hard since late November to put all aspects of it together.

We performed previews this week which went incredibly

well and I am so proud of everything all the students

have created. On Tuesday night we had a special guest

with us, renowned director Anthony Lau, who was

blown away by both the staging and the technical

performance skills of the students. His feedback will now

be our focus for what we need to work on before

performing The Sad Club again next month at the Royal

and Derngate Theatre, Northampton. Tickets are

currently available for that performance and I will pass

on information about it in the coming weeks. There will

also be a live stream from the theatre so that you can

watch the performance away from the theatre itself.

I would like to pass on my thanks to all members of the

cast and crew and their parents for helping them along

the way. It has been a joy working with everyone so far.

Hopefully see you in Northampton next month!

Mike Garbutt, Head of Drama and Expressive Arts



World Book Day – Thursday 7th March

This year RPS marked World Book Day with a whole school event. Following on from

this year’s theme of 'Share a Story', all students were read a short story over the course of

the day in each of their 5 lessons. The Story 'Man from the South' by Roald Dahl proved

very popular with both staff and students and prompted much discussion as to what the

final twist would be before it was finally revealed in the last line read out in period 5!

The library also marked World Book Day by inviting students to share their favourite

story on the library bed! Throughout the day students were making themselves

comfortable and enjoying the chance to relax and enjoy a good book.

Mrs Craig

Librarian



Trampolining Success at National Finals

The trampolining

team enjoyed a

fantastic success at

the recent National

Finals – with two

teams taking gold,

making them national

champions, and a

further two teams

medaled.

Intermediate Boys

(Years 7-8)

GOLD

E Lowry

A Hall

S Haxton

E Roberts

Intermediate Boys

(Years 10-14)

SILVER

J Woods

A Birch

N Bates

A Pearson

Novice Girls

(Years 7-8)

BRONZE

N McHale

E Fishwick

E Braylin

E Day

Novice Girls

(Years 9-10)

GOLD

O Wise

A Kneller 

E Bignell 

B Colyer

Two teams finished outside the medals in very tough categories but performed very well at

this level and should be very proud of their efforts: Intermediate Girls (Years 10-14)

I Slade, E Faulkner, K Ellins & L Barter plus Novice Girls (Years 10-14) M Soanes,

A McGreevy & B Mansell. O Wise (Year 9) performed 2 excellent routines and was

awarded a silver trophy in the individual category.

The dedicated work of this group along with the monumental efforts of Mrs Moxham,

aided by Miss Mullally, is truly inspirational with many of these student making the very

most of their athletic abilities in order to reach such heights. Their ‘squad spirit’ is also a

pleasure to observe. Congratulations! Mr Hunter



National Indoor Athletics Championships –
23rd & 24th February

Congratulations to T Gaunce (9S), J Woods (12W) and M McIntosh (9S)

who all qualified to attend the recent National Indoor Championships in

Sheffield. To qualify for this event was an achievement in itself. The athletes

went on to enjoy the following fantastic success as the championships:

T Gaunce – 3rd in the U15 800m

J Woods – 3rd in U20 triple jump (at just 16!)

M McIntosh – 1st in the U15 60m hurdles

with a new championship best time,

meaning that she is the quickest U15 girl to

have run 60m hurdles at the National

Indoor Championships - EVER!

Huge congratulations to all three students!!

Mr Hunter



Year 10 - Careers Investigator Day: 14th February 2019

On Thursday 14th February, Year 10 spent the morning learning how to be effective Careers

Investigators. We invited 20 external speakers - parents, local business contacts and

Roundwood Alumni – to come to school and talk to our students about their work.

Each student had the opportunity to attend 3 different talks covering a wide range of jobs and

sectors, and the response from our students was extremely positive:

“I think we got some really good insight into some jobs and I really enjoyed listening to what some of

these people do on a regular basis”. “I think that the talks we went to were very good and helped me

understand that there are many options for my future.”

The style of the talks was very much small informal discussion, rather than formal

presentation so the students had the opportunity to really interact with employers and gain

meaningful insight into topics such as typical day, average salary, routes into the profession,

challenges and rewards of the job, as well as what the future might look like – for example, the

impact of technological changes and Brexit on future careers and industry sectors.

We are immensely grateful to our speakers who gave their time so generously enabling us to

offer talks about a variety of jobs including Police Officer, Compliance Officer, Forensic

Accountant, Account Manager, Director and Franchisee of Sports/Leisure Centre, HR

Business Manager, Freelance Writer, Photographer, Pharmacist, Recruitment Consultant,

Software Developer, Recruitment Consultant, Physiotherapist, Senior Policy Advisor (Cabinet

Office) and Retail Banking Knowledge Expert.

Many students commented that they would like to hear from more speakers! If you would be

willing to lend your support to one of the careers events we run throughout the year, then

please do get in touch via e-mail careers@roundwoodpark.co.uk

mailto:careers@roundwoodpark.co.uk


HOUSE NEWS House Totals:

GT 139 pts

Owens 138 pts

Wilberforce 132 pts

Cadbury 127 pts

Mandela 126 pts

Scott 118 pts

Frank 118 pts

Please follow our House twitter pages to keep updated with all  our weekly events: 

RPS_HouseSystem

Head Boy, Head Girl & 

SLG Elections are underway! 

More news to follow shortly!

Year 8 GT students, F Crowley, J Grigg and D Willson are

doing a sponsored swim (18km!) to raise money for our school

charities - Unique Home for Girls, McMillan Cancer Support

and The OLLIE Foundation.

If you would like to support them, please visit their justgiving

page: https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/sponsered-

swimathon?utm_term=ez3yRWQJy

W Bowran (13O) is running the London Marathon next

month to raise money for the Ollie Foundation. If you

would like to support him on his run, please visit

https://www.justgiving.com/Will-Bowran

Charity Fundraising 

W Bowran runs the London Marathon

GT Girls’ sponsored swim

https://twitter.com/RPS_HouseSystem
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/sponsered-swimathon?utm_term=ez3yRWQJy
https://www.justgiving.com/Will-Bowran








Company 

Programme 

@RPS

We are planning on relaunching YE company programme at RPS in September

YE are looking for business advisors, sponsors and other supporters to help students

at RPS and other schools in the area.

Without support we will not be able to offer students the amazing opportunities on

offer through this programme.

Who are Young Enterprise?

Young Enterprise is a national charity that believes that, with the right skills, young

people can go on to achieve amazing things in their working life. We help young

people to develop the skills they need to get into work, start their own business, and

manage their money.

What is Company Programme?

Students start up and run their own company for a

year. Making and sharing profits, learning and

experiences.

YE provide a Business Advisor, a real Entrepreneur

or business leader, who can share their own

experience and help out along the way.

Students can make real money from sales and

decide what to do with your profit, and there are also

loads of opportunities to win cash prizes and awards

throughout the year by entering local and national

competitions.

Support us

Check out @young.enterprise on Instagram or visit www.y-e.org.uk to find out more. 

We are looking for businesses to sponsor our teams and entrepreneurs or business 

people to be advisors or supporters. Commitment can vary between a few hours a 

year to an hour a week in term time. 

If you would like to support us in any way, please contact Mr M Desborough (Head of 

Business and Economics) M.Desborough@roundwoodpark.co.uk or Jill O’Neill, Area 

Manager, South Hertfordshire Jill.oneill@y-e.org.uk 07787 828783.

https://www.instagram.com/young.enterprise/
http://www.y-e.org.uk/
mailto:m.desborough@roundwoodpark.co.uk
mailto:Jill.oneill@y-e.org.uk




Tickets: £30
If you would like to attend, please contact 
s.smith@roundwoodpark.co.uk









Job Vacancy

School Administrator/Receptionist

Roundwood Primary School

Roundwood Primary School are looking for an
additional School Administrator and Receptionist
(3 days, c18 hours part-time with a flexible pattern
of working).

If you or someone you know is interested in
working as part of a lively and fun admin team,
please visit the Teach in Herts website by clicking
the link below to find out more about the role. You
can also contact Roundwood Primary on 01582
460756 for more details.

The closing date for applications is 11th March.

Roundwood Primary School - School 
Administrator/Receptionist Vacancy

https://www.teachinherts.com/find-a-job.htm?keyword=School Administrator And Receptionist


Pilates Classes for Teenagers
Wednesdays, 4.15pm, in central Harpenden

A new block of 6 Pilates classes for teenagers on Wednesdays at 4.15pm in central 
Harpenden.

Pilates for teenagers classes are designed to improve their self-confidence, focus
their minds and enhance mental concentration. It also builds stamina, core strength
and increases the body awareness. Combined with gentle stretches and focused
breathing it can help children attain a much more serene and less stressful outlook.

Suitable for both boys and girls and is complimentary to all other sports that they
might be practising. It is something that they can learn and keep for life. I am an
experienced Pilates teacher teaching adults and children of various ages.

For more information, please call Slavica Stewart on 0791 207 1406 
or visit www.pilatesharpenden.vpweb.co.uk.  Enrolling now!

http://www.pilatesharpenden.vpweb.co.uk/



















