
Headlines
Dear Parents and Carers

On Tuesday evening the Student Leadership

Group had their farewell meal in a restaurant

in St Albans. It was also attended by me and

several members of staff. The evening was a

wonderful occasion and the Head Boy and

Head Girl and their deputies spoke about the

work that the SLG had done as a whole.

There have been so many highlights this year

from House Music to the wellbeing

assemblies, from E Archer’s skydive to the

work of the environment captains. I would

like to pay tribute particularly to the Head

Boy and Head Girl team of H O’Sullivan, A

Hayward-Surry, T Thomas and G Smith,

who have worked superbly together, led by

example and did the whole thing with a great

big smile on their faces. They can rightfully

claim that this is one of the best SLGs the

school has ever seen. I think they are now

looking forward to working with the new

SLG, led by our new Head Boy, G

Armstrong and new Head Girl, B Taylor,

both of whom really deserve their

appointments, after facing stiff competition

from some excellent candidates.

On Wednesday evening we welcomed back

our former Year 13s and it was lovely to see

them as they collected their certificates and

met up with their old teachers and each

other. It was great to see them all doing so

well and being so happy in their first year

after leaving the school.

Yesterday we wished “bon voyage” to the PE

team as they took our athletes for warm

weather training in Majorca.
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Summer Uniform

This is the first time we have done such a

thing and we are hoping it will help build on

the athletic successes we have enjoyed over

the last few years, inspired of course by our

great team of teachers.

I am looking forward to the Roundwood

Park ski trip with many students from

across all the year groups. We hope to both

have fun and enjoy the good educational

experience together.

It only remains for me to wish all of you a

very happy Easter and to remind our exam

years especially to combine rest and

recuperation with healthy eating and well

planned revision.

Alan Henshall

Headteacher

A reminder that students should be wearing

summer uniform on their return to school

following the Easter break on Tuesday 23rd

April. Please please see school uniform list

included in this RoundUp.

Head and Deputy 

Boy / Girl 2018-19: 

H O’Sullivan

A Hayward-Surry

G Smith

T Thomas

http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Roundwood-Park-School/168381959856611
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/roundwood-park-mobile-app/


Trip Payments

Residential Trips

Y12 Nettlecombe Court Biology Trip 19:

Full Payment: overdue

Netball Tour 2019:

Final Payment: £85 overdue

Y10 South Wales Geography Trip:

Deposit: £50 overdue

Interim Payment 1: £140 overdue

Balance Payment: £86.00 due 17 April

Note: this trip is highly recommended for our

geographers as it will greatly help students prepare for

their Paper 3 Geographical Investigations written

exam at the end of Year 11.

MFL Paris 2019:

Interim Payment 2: £150 overdue

Balance Payment: £125.00 overdue

MFL Rhineland 2019:

Interim Payment 2: £150 overdue

Balance Payment: £125 overdue

D of E Silver Award 2019:

Interim Payment 1: £80 overdue

Interim Payment 2: £80 overdue

Interim Payment 3: £130.00 overdue

Liverpool Geography Trip 2019 (Yr12):

Deposit: £90 overdue

Interim Payment: £150 overdue

Balance Payment: £170 due 07 May

Please refer to either your trip letter (always

available on your CareMonkey account) or

ParentPay for a complete list of payment due

dates.

Mrs J Blight, Residential Trip Coordinator

Key Dates in 2019:

Year 7:

w/c 20 May Exam Week

w/c 3 June Exam Week

w/c 24 June Enrichment Week

4 July Parent Consultation Evening

Year 8:

w/c 20 May Exam Week

w/c 3 June Exam Week

w/c 24 June Enrichment Week

Year 9:

3-14 June Exams

w/c 24 June Enrichment Week

Year 10:

16 May English Parents Info Evening

w/c 24 June Enrichment Week

Year 12:

w/c 10 June Work Placement Week

Absence Line
When you call in for absence, please use our 

dedicated 24 hour absence line: 

01582 714049 or e-mail us at 

absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk

Please visit our website for further 

information including Roundwood Park 

School Calendar; Daily Bulletin; Latest 

News; Letters Home; Trips & Visits;

PE News; Vacancies

Please also follow us on Facebook and 

Twitter @RPSCREATIVE

@RPSPE

@RPS_Pastoral

Or download the Roundwood Park mobile 

app to keep up to date.

mailto:absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/school-calendar/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/daily-bulletin/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/general-news/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/letters-home/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/trips-visits/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/pe-news/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/
https://twitter.com/creative_rps
https://twitter.com/RPSPE
https://twitter.com/RPS_Pastoral


Year 7 Mathematics 
Challenge

A team of Year 7 students represented RPS

in the Hertfordshire Mathematics challenge

after school on Tuesday 12 March 2019.

The team consisted of four students (D

Gaches, A Rothwell, R Shah and B Wake).

The competition was made up of several

different heats based on estimation,

memory and a team problem solving round.

The students worked collaboratively

together and brilliantly as a team. Overall

the team came 2nd out of 15 teams and have

qualified for the final after Easter.

Thank you to all students who took part

and were great ambassadors for RPS and to

Mrs Thomson who went with the team.

Wishing the team all the best for the final

after Easter.

Mrs C Bond

Acting coordinator of Key Stage 3 Mathematics

Since the start of the spring term Year
11 and Year 12 physics students have
been attending lunchtime training
sessions to prepare for the GCSE and
AS challenge run by the British Physics
Olympiad organisation (BPhO). This
culminated in 17 students sitting the
GCSE challenge, and 7 students sitting
the AS challenge on 15th March. The
students did incredibly well and should
all be proud of their achievement.

Outstanding performers for the AS
challenge were: M Northcott
who achieved a silver award and L
Hathaway, A Hossain and G Jacquinot
who achieved a bronze award.

Outstanding performers for the GCSE
challenge were: H Wall who achieved a
silver award and L Constantinou, A
Conway-Shah, M Hanson, B Honnywill,
R Rana and E Ray who achieved a
bronze award.

Congratulations to them all!

Mr Jacquinot
Science Department

British Physics Olympiad 
GCSE & AS Challenge

Taekwondo 
Championships

Congratulations to S Du Plessis (8GT), J

Moss (7F) and R Crafford (7F) who took

bronze in in team Patterns at UKITF

TAEKWONDO FINALS championships

on 23rd March, as well as silver for

sparring.



Year 13 Leavers’ Awards Evening 2019

This Thursday 4th April we had the pleasure of inviting back the Year 13

leavers from 2018. It was an exceptionally well attended evening with

students and parents happily regaling staff with their tales and exploits of

their first year at University and adult life. L Bayne, N Dumpleton and

H Pink all picked up awards for the various contributions to school and the

local community and we had the pleasure of being entertained by current

Head Boy H O’Sullivan, G Fensome, I Price and E Archer. It was

particularly exciting to see three generations of Head Boy/Girl teams stood

side by side, a reminder of the quality of young person at Roundwood Park.

Well done to all those who attended, thanks to the performers, stage crew

and staff. Roll on next year!

Mr R Mercel, Head of Sixth Form



Inter-House Trampolining Competition

On Thursday 21st March, the trampoline squad held their annual Inter-House

competition to round off an incredibly successful season. Every member of the squad

was allowed to design a voluntary competition routine to showcase their skills, which

included many new and difficult skills. As usual the sportsmanship, collaboration and

support of all the gymnasts towards one another was excellent. Everyone excelled

including two new members of the squad who were having their first experience at

competitive bouncing. The best 3 scores counted or an average to make up the 2nd or 3rd

score.

1st - Grey Thompson 

(with an exceptional score of  85.15)

E Bignell, N Bates, N McHale,

E Lowry, S Haxon and I Slade

2nd - Mandela 

E Roberts and J Keddy

3rd - Scott

E Moody, B Mansell, E Graham, 

E Fishwick and E Braylin

4th - Frank

E Day and E Faulkner 

5th - Cadbury

B Colyer

6th - Wilberforce

A Birch, I Glennie, E Sandiland 

7th - Owens

A Kneller, L Barter and S Ellins

Individual results:

1st - E Faulkner 29.30

(with an exceptional score on her

final competition with the squad as club captain)

2nd - S Ellins  28.90

3rd - N McHale 28.85

Well done to all our gymnasts for finishing the season so strongly. A massive thank you

to Mrs Moxham for organising such a fun event and coaching all the gymnasts to such a

high standard, the PE department for coming along to support and to the seniors for

their help judging and officiating the day.



British Science Week at RPS

We started celebrating Science Week a little early this year with a Year 10 enrichment trip

to Westminster on 27th February to attend the “Science in Action!” event.

It was a day full of talks, demonstrations and workshops with topics ranging from “Do

you have what it takes to be an astronaut?” through to “Periodic Success – the luck,

genius and accidents that have led us to the greatest scientific discoveries” and an

appearance by the “The Medical Maverick” with his cornucopia of gadgets!

Back at school we welcomed three speakers during the week.

Dr Chris Parkinson, Director, Therapeutic Groups, GSK

came to give a talk to our Year 12 and 13 biologists about the

“Ethics of the Use of Animals in Medicines Research”. Dr

Nelson Kinnersley from the Pharmaceuticals Division, Roche,

walked Year 11 through the complex pathways of Drug

Trialling and Testing.

The whole school community was invited to become “Citizen scientists”.

Citizen Science is science for everyone! Many research projects collect lots of data which

is time consuming to process; "Zooninverse" is the home of many of these projects which

enlist the help of the public. The British Science week project is called "Operation

Weather Rescue" and focuses on Met Office Data from the 1860s - 1880s which when

catalogued and compared with modern data will help further our understanding of

Climate Change.

We were also delighted to welcome back Bethan Donnelly, an

alumni student, currently studying for a PhD at Bristol University.

She came specifically to speak to our Year 12 and Year 13

chemists about her studies in synthesising organic molecules that

could lead to the discovery of a new antimicrobial agent, and to

engage the Year 13 students in a spectroscopy activity involving

forensic analysis.

Key Stage 3 lunchtime events included

“Adventures with Attenborough”, a chance to

relax, have a snack and watch some vintage Sir

David! With thanks to Miss Plowman for hosting

this. Also “From your Mouth to your Anus” a

simulation of what really goes on in the digestive

tract, “Fruity batteries” (exploring the voltage

generating properties of fruit) and “Stop the Clock

– an investigation into the rates of chemical

reactions”.

Not forgetting the Journeys poster competition and the microscopic tweets! It was a

fascinating and fun week! Roll on March 2020…

Mrs James on behalf of the Science Department



Chemistry Olympiad

This year seven Sixth Form chemistry students took the paper for the first round of the

annual Chemistry Olympiad competition run by the Royal Society of Chemistry. This is

a competition that is largely designed for Year 13 students, once they have covered a

majority of the A-level course.

It was fantastic that the Year 12 students wanted to take this challenge on.

The results were as follows:

Bronze Award: J Marshall, A De Marchis & E Smith.

Silver Award: S Piepgrass

Well done to everyone that took part.

Ms Lidder

Science Department



Diversity & Wellbeing Update

Throughout this week we also ran assemblies on the five ways to wellbeing, a government

framework suggesting how individuals can help their own wellbeing by completing a series

of activities such as being active or giving to others. These assemblies once again received

positive feedback and we hope the students will continue to remember these methods

during times of stress!

On 29th March we also ran our final assembly on male mental health and suicide and

presented this to our Year 12 students. This was the last in a series of male mental health

assemblies which have been run for Years 7 - 12. The aim of these assemblies is to not only

raise awareness for these issues and to demonstrate how serious they are, but to also

encourage boys to speak out about their experiences and struggles with mental health and

wellbeing. Two male students in Year 13 also spoke at these assemblies about their personal

journeys, demonstrating to younger students how it helps to talk to others about your

mental health and how it can save a life.

These two events were part of our last project as the

first RPS Wellbeing and Diversity captains. We feel as

though we have set up as many different frameworks as

we can within the school, such as the Five Ways to

Wellbeing and we helped relaunch the Speakeasy

support system in order to try and improve support for

student wellbeing within the school. We have also

celebrated Pride and Black History Month, to try and

demonstrate to students how diverse our school actually

is.

In the week before February half-term we ran our

annual Feeling Good Week to try and help the

students manage their wellbeing. During this week

we had activities ranging from basketball to art

therapy, including three days of dance where

students were taught a dance routine.

We hope that our work this year has made a difference and encouraged students, parents

and staff to continue to focus on improving both wellbeing and awareness of diversity

within RPS and its wider community.

By Katie Ellins 13O and Abby Garfield 13S , Wellbeing and Diversity school Captains



YEAR 13 SENIOR LEADERSHIP GROUP 2019/20

Please follow our House twitter pages to keep updated with all  our weekly events: 

RPS_HouseSystem

Captains Improvement Theme House

J Woods L Jay Wellbeing & Diversity Wilberforce

N Ogier-Russell A Park Environment Mandela

J Heywood J Muller Charity Owens

E Sands T Redwood Community & Events Scott

Z Vize S Piepgrass Learning GT

E O’Connor A Smith Sports & Participation Cadbury

S Jacobs Z Ayub Communication Frank

School Captains Improvement Theme

A Birch C Bateman Wellbeing & Diversity

A Yalden Wellbeing & Diversity

T Marsh S Barr Environment

J Bhandal L Nicholls Community & Events

F Lynch I Mercer Communication

A Moura A Edbrook Learning

C Webb L Gupta Sports & Participation

A Eckley R Scott Charity

S Singer Charity

Head Boy & Girl

G Armstrong Head Boy

B Taylor Head Girl

L Gupta Deputy Head Boy

E O’Connor Deputy Head Girl

https://twitter.com/RPS_HouseSystem


Year 13 student runs the London Marathon

Please follow our House twitter pages to keep updated with all  our weekly events: 

RPS_HouseSystem

W Bowran (13O) will be

running the London Marathon

on Sunday 28 April, in support

of The Ollie Foundation, to

raise awareness of teenage

mental health. If you would

like to support him, please click

on the link below -

W Bowran London Marathon -

Just Giving Page

Many thanks.

House Totals:

Owens 165 pts

Wilberforce 165 pts

GT 158 pts

Mandela 158 pts

Cadbury 157 pts

Scott 143 pts

Frank 140 pts

https://twitter.com/RPS_HouseSystem
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/will-bowran?utm_id=26


Harpenden Town F.C. 
U18 Southern Counties Floodlit Youth League

2019/2020 Season

For the 2019/20 season Harpenden Town and Harpenden Colts are working 
together and we have entered a Harpenden Town FC side in the above 

mentioned league. Matches will be played midweek (mainly Thursday evenings 
with a 7.30 KO) so should not interfere with commitments for Harpenden Colts 

on a Sunday. This exciting new development will hopefully allow the most 
accomplished players from the U18, U17 and U16 age groups to combine and 

play at an elite level.

We expect to be in a division with clubs such as Hemel Town, Borehamwood, 
Berkhamsted, Kings Langley, MK Dons SET, Wycombe Wanderers SET and AFC 
Dunstable etc, so it will give boys an opportunity to play at semi-professional 
enclosed grounds and on better pitches. A word of warning, parents will have 

to pay to watch! We have also entered the FA YOUTH Cup.

We are looking to hold two trial/ training session and play at least one friendly 
in order to establish the squad in plenty of time for next season. We are 

looking to put together a squad of 20+ boys as we would like to give as many as 
possible the opportunity of this experience. The squad for the 2019/20 season 

will largely be chosen from the training and friendly on the below dates so 
please try and attend as many of the sessions as possible

Dates for Training /trials and friendly at Roundwood Park School Astro:-
Training – Tuesday 16th April 5.30 to 6.30; Sunday 28th April 12.00 to 1.00 and 

a friendly on either Sunday 5th May or Sunday 12th May – time TBC 
There will be an additional signing on fee of circa £100 (TBC) but this will 

include a new kit and training / match day tracksuits etc. There will also be 
food supplied after the games.   

During the season we will not be training unless there is no game during the 
week as we are conscious that the boys have many commitments already.

If you are interested in attending the trials please ask your ‘parents only’ to 
contact Chris Renwick or Jes Reilly by emailing 

chris@dsldesign.co.uk or jespreilly@yahoo.co.uk

mailto:chris@dsldesign.co.uk
mailto:jespreilly@yahoo.co.uk


Brian Hicks Trophy
Football Match

Sir John Lawes vs Roundwood Park 

Thursday 25th April 2019

7:00 pm Kick Off

Rothamsted Park AL5 2HU

Hosted by Harpenden Town Football Club and

Hicks and Company

This event is the first of what will be an annual 
charity football match in aid of the Progressive 

Supranuclear Palsy (PSP) Association

Entry is by donation

Link to Facebook Event

https://www.facebook.com/events/1125393457630686/

https://www.facebook.com/Harpenden-Town-Football-Club-218700134832670/?eid=ARDO-Bs59K2V1On-PIgASaQIxYg0K43WXBxrE5k1Ewm35Ofv9Yowzup-1dVakzcMTwFrjapWMIuLp5rM
https://www.facebook.com/Hicks-and-Company-144997918900456/?eid=ARCMR9sdbTe_c0iNvcxHYfJS88nsJzRlMaZ-KC3hLTeod7frfxcILY1fVIx_xE_mGBdJ0gIFQ2KmywNo
https://www.facebook.com/events/1125393457630686/


RUN BY THE SCHOOL FOR THE SCHOOL

April 19

Dear Parent/Carer

Students go into summer uniform on Tuesday 23rd April, which is a
short sleeved shirt or blouse which must have the school logo
embroidered on the breast pocket.

Our pop-up shop will be open on Monday 8th and 15th April
between 10am and 4pm in reception at Roundwood Park School.
We will have the full range of uniform available to purchase. There
will also be ample free parking on site for your convenience.

If you are unable to visit the pop up shop, you can also visit our
supplier’s retail shop:

Beat School Uniforms
4 Station Road
Harpenden
AL5 4SE

Opening Times:
Monday – Friday 9am – 6pm
Saturday 9am – 5:30pm
Tel: 0844 879 7288

Any orders placed through our website during the school holidays
will be delivered to your home address within 48 hours.

We have samples of uniform in school for trying-on purposes if you
are unsure of the size you need to order. Please contact me on
01582 714028 or email to arrange a convenient time:
enquiries@harpendenuniforms.co.uk

Yours faithfully

Debbie Attfield

mailto:enquiries@harpendenuniforms.co.uk






















Company 

Programme 

@RPS

We are planning on relaunching YE company programme at RPS in September

YE are looking for business advisors, sponsors and other supporters to help students

at RPS and other schools in the area.

Without support we will not be able to offer students the amazing opportunities on

offer through this programme.

Who are Young Enterprise?

Young Enterprise is a national charity that believes that, with the right skills, young

people can go on to achieve amazing things in their working life. We help young

people to develop the skills they need to get into work, start their own business, and

manage their money.

What is Company Programme?

Students start up and run their own company for a

year. Making and sharing profits, learning and

experiences.

YE provide a Business Advisor, a real Entrepreneur

or business leader, who can share their own

experience and help out along the way.

Students can make real money from sales and

decide what to do with your profit, and there are also

loads of opportunities to win cash prizes and awards

throughout the year by entering local and national

competitions.

Support us

Check out @young.enterprise on Instagram or visit www.y-e.org.uk to find out more. 

We are looking for businesses to sponsor our teams and entrepreneurs or business 

people to be advisors or supporters. Commitment can vary between a few hours a 

year to an hour a week in term time. 

If you would like to support us in any way, please contact Mr M Desborough (Head of 

Business and Economics) M.Desborough@roundwoodpark.co.uk or Jill O’Neill, Area 

Manager, South Hertfordshire Jill.oneill@y-e.org.uk 07787 828783.

https://www.instagram.com/young.enterprise/
http://www.y-e.org.uk/
mailto:m.desborough@roundwoodpark.co.uk
mailto:Jill.oneill@y-e.org.uk


























 


