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Geographical 
Knowledge 
 
A good geographer 
can refer to real 
locations/places and 
can describe and 
explain geographical 
features 
 

You have some 
knowledge of places and 
can name some places in 
the UK. 
 
You can describe features 
of a place e.g. river, 
mountain, city, flat land. 
 
You know that places 
have similarities and 
differences  
 
You can recognise 
different environmental 
features such as a 
waterfall, meander. You 
can describe these 
features using adjectives. 

You have a basic 
knowledge of places in the 
UK and elsewhere in the 
world.  
 
You can describe the 
physical and human 
geography of places and 
describe similarities and 
differences between 
places. 
 
You can recognise a 
range of environmental 
features and describe 
them. You can begin to 
explain their formation. 
 
You may refer to case 
study examples to 
illustrate your points. 

You have a good 
knowledge of places in the 
UK and elsewhere in the 
world. 
 
You start to explain the 
physical and human 
geography of places. 
  
You can describe 
similarities and differences 
between places and 
compare them. 
 
You can name and explain 
some environmental 
features. 
 
You start to use case 
study examples to support 
your explanations. 

You have a detailed 
knowledge and understanding 
of places throughout the UK 
and the world. 
 
You understand that the 
physical environment affects 
how humans interact with the 
land. 
 
You can name and explain 
the formation of a range of 
environmental features in a 
logical sequence. 
 
You can make some links 
about places in the UK and 
the rest of the world.  
 
You start to use case study 
examples effectively to 
support questions. 

 

 

 
 
Geographical 
Understanding 
 
A good geographer 
can describe and 
explain processes, 
patterns & changes 
over time & space 
 

You understand that the 
environment affects 
people’s lives. 
 
You can recognise simple 
geographical patterns 
such as ‘where do most 
people live?’ using a map 
showing population 
density. 
 

You understand that the 
environment affects 
people’s lives and that 
people affect the 
environment  
 
You describe simple 
geographical patterns e.g. 
using compass directions, 
named examples of 
places. 
  
You understand that 
people can improve and 
damage the environment. 
 
You recognise that other 
people may have different 
opinions about the 
environment. 

You can describe how 
physical and human 
processes can affect the 
lives of people who live in 
a place.  
 
You begin to explain 
geographical patterns. 
 
You start to explain how 
people can improve and 
damage the environment 
and the concept of 
sustainable development. 
 
You can explain why other 
people may have different 
opinions about the 
environment.  

You can describe and explain 
how physical and human 
processes can lead to places 
changing. 
 
You can explain geographical 
patterns at a range of scales e 
 
You explain how people can 
improve and damage the 
environment. 
 
You can justify why people 
may have different opinions 
about the environment. 
 
You can justify if development 
is sustainable or not. 

 

 

 
 
 
Geographical 
Enquiry 
 
A good geographer 
can apply their skills, 
collect, analyse, and 
evaluate information 
and communicate their 
findings clearly. They 
can make decisions 
using a range  of 
resources. 
 

You can answer some 
geographical questions. 
 
You can use some 
geographical skills e.g. 4 
figure grid references, 
direction, scale, 
symbols. 
 
You can make informed 
decisions based on a 
some of resources. 
 
 
You can use sources 
that are given and write 
about them in full 
sentences. 
 

You can carry out 
investigations using some 
geographical skills e.g. take 
river measurements, explain 
how you collected the data 
and what you found out. 
You use primary and 
secondary sources of 
information including a 
variety of maps and graphs 
and use geographical skills 
e.g. 6 fig grid ref, longitude 
and latitude. 
 
You can make informed 
decisions based on a range 
of resources. 
 
You can answer 
geographical questions and 
include key words in your 
answers.  

You begin to ask relevant 
geographical questions 
You can carry out 
investigations using a 
range of geographical 
skills e.g. collect data, 
present data using graphs, 
analyse it and draw 
conclusions. 
 
You can interpret and start 
to analyse a range of 
primary and secondary 
sources of information and 
use a range of map skills. 
 
You can make well 
informed and explained 
decisions based on a 
range of resources. 
 
You can use a range of 
appropriate keywords and 
begin to structure your 
answers using PEE. 

You can follow and carry out a 
geographical investigation. 
You present your findings in a 
clear way using a range of 
appropriate methods. 
You draw valid conclusions 
from your investigation and 
can evaluate your methods. 
 
You can analyse different 
primary and secondary 
sources and use a wide range 
of map skills accurately. 
 
You can make well informed 
and justified decisions based 
on a range of resources. 
 
You can use a wide range of 
appropriate keywords and use 
PEE to structure your 
answers. You have minimal 
SPAG mistakes. 

 

Year 7 Geography: Key concepts and skills 

To succeed in Geography at Roundwood Park there are a range of knowledge and key skills 

that you should aim to master as you progress through Key Stage 3.  

Refer to this sheet often and use it to help you with your home learning and assessments: it 

is your guide to becoming a master geographer! 
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Geographical 
Knowledge 
 
A good geographer 
can refer to real 
locations/places and 
describe and explain 
geographical 
features 
 

You have a basic knowledge 
of places in the UK and 
elsewhere in the world.  
 
You start to describe the 
physical and human 
geography of places and 
describe similarities and 
differences between places 
e.g. poor/rich. 
 
You can recognise a range of 
physical features and describe 
them e.g. cave, stack, glacier. 
You can begin to explain their 
formation. 
 
You may refer to case studies 
to illustrate your points e.g. 
Dorset. 

You have a good knowledge of 
places in the UK and elsewhere 
in the world. 
 
You can explain the physical and 
human geography of places. 
  
You can describe similarities and 
differences between places and 
compare them. 
 
You can name and explain some 
environmental features e.g. cliff, 
arch, bay. 
 
You start to use case study 
examples to support your 
explanations. 

You have a detailed 
knowledge and understanding 
of places throughout the UK 
and the world. 
 
You understand that the 
physical environment affects 
how humans interact with the 
land. 
 
You can name and explain the 
formation of a range of 
environmental features in a 
logical sequence. 
 
You can make some links 
about places in the UK and 
the rest of the world.  
 
You start to use case study 
examples effectively to 
support questions. 

You have excellent knowledge 
relating to a wide range of places 
at different scales.  
 
You have excellent knowledge of 
a range of environmental features. 
 
You can link ideas about places in 
the UK and the rest of the world.  
 
You can use case studies in your 
answers (including independently 
researched examples) to support 
your points/arguments and 
successfully analyse them. 
 

 

 

 
Geographical 
Understanding 
 
A good geographer 
can describe and 
explain processes, 
patterns & changes 
over time & space 
 

You understand that the 
environment affects people’s 
lives and that people affect the 
environment e.g. the physical 
processes of erosion and 
human management of the 
Dorset coast. 
 
You describe simple 
geographical patterns e.g. 
using compass directions, 
named examples of places. 
  
You understand that people 
can improve and damage the 
environment  
 
You recognise that other 
people may have different 
opinions about the 
environment. 
 

You can describe how physical 
process (such as erosion) and 
human processes (such as 
management) can affect the 
lives of people who live in a 
place.  
 
You begin to explain 
geographical patterns (e.g. why 
do earthquakes and tsunamis 
occur in certain places). 
 
You start to explain how people 
can improve and damage the 
environment and the concept of 
sustainable development. 
 
You can explain why other 
people may have different 
opinions about the environment. 

You can describe and explain 
how physical and human 
processes can lead to places 
changing. 
 
You can explain geographical 
patterns at a range of scales 
e.g. location of tectonic activity 
globally and in specific case 
study examples. 
 
You explain how people can 
improve and damage the 
environment (tourism and 
management). 
 
You can justify why people 
may have different opinions 
about the environment. 
 
You can justify if development 
is sustainable or not. 

You describe and explain interactions 
between physical and human processes 
and say to what extent these 
interactions can create 
interdependence. 
 
You can explain various ways in which 
places are linked and the extent of the 
impacts on people and environments.  
 
You analyse and interpret geographical 
patterns and can make connections 
between the different geographical 
topics you have studied (synoptic). 
 
You understand that many factors 
influence the decisions made about how 
to develop places and environments and 
how this can lead to conflict. You start to 
evaluate the relative importance of these 
factors. 
 
You can explain and apply the theory of 
sustainable development and say to 
what extent something is sustainable. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Geographical 
Enquiry 
 
A good geographer 
can apply their skills, 
collect analyse and 
evaluate information 
and communicate 
their findings clearly. 
They can make 
decisions using a 
range of resources. 
 

You can carry out 
investigations using some 
geographical skills e.g. collect 
urban fieldwork data, explain 
your methods and what you 
found out. 
You use primary and 
secondary sources of 
information including a variety 
of maps and graphs. 
 
You can answer geographical 
questions and include key 
words in your answers. 
 
You can make well informed 
decisions based on a range of 
resources. 
 

You begin to ask relevant 
geographical questions. 
You can carry out investigations 
using a range of geographical 
skills e.g. collect data, present 
data using graphs, analyse it 
and draw conclusions. 
 
You can interpret and start to 
analyse a range of primary and 
secondary sources of 
information and use a range of 
map skills. 
 
You can use a range of 
appropriate keywords and begin 
to structure your answers using 
PEE. 
You can make well informed and 
justified decisions based on a 
range of resources. 
 

You can follow and carry out a 
geographical investigation. 
You present your findings in a 
clear way using a range of 
appropriate methods. 
You draw valid conclusions 
from your investigation and 
can evaluate your methods. 
You can analyse different 
primary and secondary 
sources and use a wide range 
of map skills accurately. 
You can use a wide range of 
appropriate keywords and use 
PEE to structure your 
answers.  
You can make well informed 
and justified decisions based 
on a range of resources and 
communicate your findings 
clearly. 
 

You can suggest your own urban 
fieldwork questions and only need 
limited guidance on the sequence 
of investigation. 
 
You select and use a wide range 
of skills and sources and collect 
your own data.  
 
You present your results and 
analyse your investigations.  
You suggest conclusions to your 
investigations and start to evaluate 
your investigation.  
 
You can use a wide range of 
appropriate keywords and use 
PEEL to structure your answers. 
Limited SPAG mistakes.  
 
You can make well informed and 
justified decisions based on a wide 
range of resources. You 
communicate findings clearly and 
draw well supported conclusions.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 Geography: Key concepts and skills 

To succeed in Geography at Roundwood Park there are a range of key concepts and key 

skills that you should aim to master as you progress through Key Stage 3. 

Refer to this sheet often and use it to help you with your home learning and assessments: it 

is your guide to becoming a master geographer! 
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Geographical 
Knowledge 
 
A good geographer 
can refer to real 
locations/ places 
and can describe 
and explain 
geographical 
features 
 

You have a good 
knowledge of places in the 
UK and elsewhere in the 
world, including LIC, 
NEEs and HICs. 
 
You start to explain the 
physical and human 
geography of places. 
  
You can describe 
similarities and differences 
between places and 
compare them e.g. 
development indicators. 
 
You can name and 
explain some physical 
features e.g. volcanoes. 
 
You start to use case 
study examples to support 
your explanations. 

You have a detailed 
knowledge and understanding 
of places throughout the UK 
and the world. 
 
You understand that the 
physical environment affects 
how humans interact with the 
land. 
 
You can name and explain the 
formation of a range of 
physical features in a logical 
sequence e.g. shield 
volcanoes. 
You can make some links 
about places in the UK and the 
rest of the world. 
 
You start to use case study 
examples effectively to 
support questions. 

You have excellent knowledge 
relating to a wide range of 
places at different scales, 
including LIC, NEEs and HICs. 
 
You have excellent knowledge 
of a range of physical features, 
including location and can 
explain formation using 
sequencing. 
 
You can link ideas about 
places in the UK and the rest 
of the world e.g. ex-colonial 
links, trading links, political 
links, and migration links 
(interconnectedness). 
 
You can use case studies in 
your answers (including 
independently researched 
examples) and successfully 
analyse them. 

You have extensive knowledge 
relating to a wide range of 
places, at a range of scales. 
 
You use your knowledge and 
understanding to analyse the 
human and physical 
characteristics of places. 
 
You can explain changes that 
occur over time and how they 
affect other places. 
 
You can use case study 
(including independently 
researched case study) 
examples to support your points 
or arguments and successfully 
assess and evaluate them. 
 

 

 

Geographical 
Understanding 
 
A good geographer 
can describe and 
explain processes, 
patterns & changes 
over time & space 
 

You can describe how 
physical process (such as 
tectonics) and human 
processes (such as 
management) can affect 
the lives of people who 
live in a place.  
 
You begin to explain 
geographical patterns 
(e.g. why do volcanoes 
occur in certain places). 
 
You start to explain how 
people can improve and 
damage the environment 
and the concept of 
sustainable development. 
 
You can explain why other 
people may have different 
opinions about the 
environment. 

You can describe and explain 
how physical and human 
processes can lead to places 
changing. 
 
You can explain geographical 
patterns at a range of scales 
e.g. location of tectonic activity 
globally and in specific case 
study examples or reasons for 
varying levels of development 
globally and within countries.  
 
You explain how people can 
improve and damage the 
environment. 
 
You can justify why people 
may have different opinions 
about the environment. 
 
You can justify if development 
is sustainable or not. 

You describe and explain 
interactions between physical 
and human processes and say 
to what extent these interactions 
can create interdependence. 
 
You can explain various ways in 
which places are linked and the 
extent of the impacts on people 
and environments.  
 
You analyse and interpret 
geographical patterns and can 
make connections between the 
different geographical topics you 
have studied (synoptic). 
 
You understand that many 
factors influence the decisions 
made about how to develop 
places and environments and 
how this can lead to conflict. You 
start to evaluate the relative 
importance of these factors. 
 
You can explain and apply the 
theory of sustainable 
development and say to what 
extent something is sustainable. 

You analyse the interactions 
within and between physical and 
human processes.  
 
You analyse geographical 
patterns and the changes that 
they create. 
 
You assess the varying causes 
and consequences of 
environmental change. 
 
You understand and can 
evaluate a range of 
stakeholders views about 
environmental interaction. 
 
You can evaluate how 
sustainable developments are at 
a range of scales. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Geographical 
Enquiry 
 
A good geographer 
can apply their skills, 
collect, analyse and 
evaluate information 
and communicate 
their findings clearly. 
They can make 
decisions using a 
range of resources. 

You begin to ask relevant 
geographical questions.  
 
You can carry out 
investigations using a 
range of geographical 
skills e.g. collect data, 
present data using 
graphs, analyse it and 
draw conclusions. 
 
You can interpret and start 
to analyse a range of 
primary and secondary 
sources of information and 
use a range of map skills. 
 
You can use a range of 
appropriate keywords and 
begin to structure your 
answers using PEE. 

You can follow and carry out a 
geographical investigation.  
 
You present your findings in a 
clear way using a range of 
appropriate methods. 
 
You draw valid conclusions 
from your investigation and 
can evaluate your methods. 
 
You can analyse different 
primary and secondary 
sources and use a wide range 
of map skills accurately. 
 
You can use a wide range of 
appropriate keywords and use 
PEE to structure your 
answers. 

You can suggest your own 
research questions and only 
need limited guidance on the 
sequence of investigation. 
 
You select and use a wide 
range of skills and sources 
and collect your own data.  
 
You present your results and 
analyse your investigations.  
You suggest conclusions to 
your investigations and start to 
evaluate your investigation.  
 
You can use a wide range of 
appropriate keywords and 
structure your answers. 
Limited SPAG mistakes. 

You are completely independent 
in identifying appropriate 
geographical questions and 
issues, and in using an effective 
sequence of investigation.  
 
You select a wide range of skills 
and sources, you use them 
effectively and accurately. 
You evaluate sources of 
evidence critically before using 
them in your investigations. 
 
You present full and clearly- 
argued summaries of your 
investigations. 
You reach valid conclusions. 
You can use a wide range of 
appropriate keywords and use 
PEEL to structure your answers. 
 

 

Year 9 Geography: Key concepts and skills 

To succeed in Geography at Roundwood Park there are a range of key concepts and key 

skills that you should aim to master as you progress through Key Stage 3. 

Refer to this sheet often and use it to help you with your home learning and assessments: it 

is your guide to becoming a master geographer! 


