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Music - Performing 
 

 

  YEAR 9 

  
 
 

YEAR 8 

 
MASTERING + 

Students are capable of executing skills and techniques to a level 
which is beyond the expectations of a year 9 student. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 7 

 
MASTERING + 

Students are capable of executing skills and techniques to a level 
which is beyond the expectations of a year 8 student. 

 

 
MASTERING 

Impressive and imaginative: the student has stamped their 
personal musical authority on the performance. Complete (or 

almost complete) control of technique, style and interpretation. 
Sense of musical wholeness with no passage sub-standard. 

Including solo and ensemble performance.  
 

 
MASTERING + 

Students are capable of executing skills and techniques to a level 
which is beyond the expectations of a year 7 student. 

 

 
MASTERING 

Excellent throughout: and an engaging performance. Secure 
technique and sensitivity of style and interpretation. Including solo 

and ensemble performance.  
 

 
SECURE 

Excellent throughout: and an engaging performance. Secure 
technique and sensitivity of style and interpretation. Including solo 

and ensemble performance.  
 

 
MASTERING 

The performance is mainly accurate and fluent. There are only 
occasional small slips. Intonation is mostly secure. Including solo 

and ensemble performance 

 
SECURE 

. The performance is mainly accurate and fluent. There are only 
occasional small slips. Intonation is mostly secure. Including solo 

and ensemble performance 
 

 
DEVELOPING 

The performance is mainly accurate and fluent. There are only 
occasional small slips. Intonation is mostly secure. Including solo 

and ensemble performance 

 
SECURE 

The performance is broadly accurate and fluent although errors 
may interrupt the flow. Intonation is often secure. Including solo 

and ensemble performance.  
 

 
DEVELOPING 

The performance is broadly accurate and fluent although errors 
may interrupt the flow. Intonation is often secure. Including solo 

and ensemble performance.  
 

 
ACQUIRING 

The performance is broadly accurate and fluent although errors 
may interrupt the flow. Intonation is often secure. Including solo 

and ensemble performance.  
 

 
DEVELOPING 

Accuracy is only achieved in the more straightforward passages. 
Fluency is sometimes affected by errors. Intonation is sometimes 

insecure. Including solo and ensemble performance.  
 

 
ACQUIRING 

Accuracy is only achieved in the more straightforward passages. 
Fluency is repeatedly affected by errors. Intonation is insecure. 

Including solo and ensemble performance.  
 

 



Music – Composing 

  YEAR 9 
   

  
 
 

YEAR 8 

 
MASTERING + 

Students are capable of decision making to a level which is beyond 
the expectations of a year 9 student. 

 

 
 
 
 

YEAR 7 

 
MASTERING + 

Students are capable of decision making to a level which is beyond 
the expectations of a year 8 student. 

 

 
MASTERING 

Impressive and imaginative in style, ideas and development. 
Complete (or almost complete) control of compositional methods 

and techniques used. Sense of musical wholeness with no passage 

sub-standard.  

 
MASTERING + 

Students are capable of decision making to a level which is beyond 
the expectations of a year 7 student. 

 

 
MASTERING 

Excellent throughout in style, ideas and development. Good 
control of compositional methods and techniques used. Any errors 

and/or misjudgments are marginal.  
 

 
SECURE 

Excellent throughout in style, ideas and development. Good 
control of compositional methods and techniques used. Any errors 

and/or misjudgments are marginal.  
 

 
MASTERING 

Convincing throughout in style, ideas and development. Good 
control of compositional methods and techniques used. Any errors 

and/or misjudgments are marginal.  
 

 
SECURE 

Convincing throughout in style, ideas and development. Good 
control of compositional methods and techniques used. Any errors 

and/or misjudgments are marginal.  
 

 
DEVELOPING 

Convincing throughout in style, ideas and development. Good 
control of compositional methods and techniques used. Any errors 

and/or misjudgments are marginal.  
 

 
SECURE 

Convincing for most of the time in style, ideas and development. 
Some control of (perhaps a narrow range) compositional methods 
and techniques. Some errors and/or misjudgments, but too few to 

have a big impact.  
 

 
DEVELOPING 

Convincing for most of the time in style, ideas and development. 
Some control of (perhaps a narrow range) compositional methods 
and techniques. Some errors and/or misjudgments, but too few to 

have a big impact.  
 

 
ACQUIRING 

Convincing for most of the time in style, ideas and development. 
Some control of (perhaps a narrow range) compositional methods 
and techniques. Some errors and/or misjudgments, but too few to 

have a big impact.  
 

 
DEVELOPING 

Secure in style and ideas, but development may be limited. Some 
effective control of compositional methods and techniques. Some 

misjudgments, but the piece still has some direction and flow.  
 

 
ACQUIRING 

Secure in style and ideas, but development may be limited. Some 
effective control of compositional methods and techniques. Some 

misjudgments, but the piece still has some direction and flow.  
 

 

 
ACQUIRING 

Generally secure in style and ideas, but development is limited. 
Some effective control of (probably a narrow range) compositional 
methods and techniques. Some errors and misjudgments, but the 

piece still has some direction and flow.  

  



Music – Listening and appraising 

  YEAR 9 
   

  
 
 

YEAR 8 

 
MASTERING + 

Students are capable of applying tactics, strategies and 
compositional ideas to a level which is beyond the expectations of 

a year 9 student 

 
 
 
 

YEAR 7 

 
MASTERING + 

Students are capable of applying tactics, strategies and 
compositional ideas to a level which is beyond the expectations of 

a year 8 student 

 
MASTERING 

Relevant information regarding the music is always conveyed. 
Knowledge of the musical key features will be excellent, with both 

range and depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical 
vocabulary is broad and is always used correctly.  

 
MASTERING + 

Students are capable of applying tactics, strategies and 
compositional ideas to a level which is beyond the expectations of 

a year 7 student. 
 

 
MASTERING 

Relevant information regarding the music is often conveyed. 
Knowledge of the musical key features will be good, with both 

range and some depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical 
vocabulary is broad and is mostly used correctly.  

 

 
SECURE 

Relevant information regarding the music is often conveyed. 
Knowledge of the musical key features will be good, with both 

range and some depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical 
vocabulary is broad and is mostly used correctly.  

 

 
MASTERING 

Relevant information regarding the music is often conveyed. 
Knowledge of the musical key features will be good, with both 

range and some depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical 
vocabulary is broad and is mostly used correctly.  

 

 
SECURE 

Relevant information regarding the music is often conveyed. 
Knowledge of the musical key features will be good, with both 

range and some depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical 
vocabulary is broad and is mostly used correctly.  

 

 
DEVELOPING 

Relevant information regarding the music is often conveyed. 
Knowledge of the musical key features will be good, with both 

range and some depth of knowledge displayed. Range of musical 
vocabulary is broad and is mostly used correctly.  

 

 
SECURE 

Relevant information regarding the music is mostly conveyed. 
Knowledge of the musical key features will be competent, with an 

adequate range of knowledge displayed. Range of musical 
vocabulary is quite broad and is mostly used correctly.  

 

 
DEVELOPING 

Relevant information regarding the music is mostly conveyed. 
Knowledge of the musical key features will be competent, with an 

adequate range of knowledge displayed. Range of musical 
vocabulary is quite broad and is mostly used correctly.  

 

 
ACQUIRING 

Relevant information regarding the music is mostly conveyed. 
Knowledge of the musical key features will be competent, with an 

adequate range of knowledge displayed. Range of musical 
vocabulary is quite broad and is mostly used correctly.  

 

 
DEVELOPING 

Some relevant information regarding the music is conveyed. 
Knowledge of the musical key features will be basic but used 

correctly. Range of musical vocabulary is basic but used correctly.  

 
ACQUIRING 

Some relevant information regarding the music is conveyed. 
Knowledge of the musical key features will be basic but used 

correctly. Range of musical vocabulary is basic but used correctly.  

 

 
ACQUIRING 

Some relevant information regarding the music is conveyed. 
Knowledge of the musical key features will be basic. Range of 

musical vocabulary is basic and usually used correctly.  

  



Music – Evaluating 

  YEAR 9 
   

  
 
 

YEAR 8 

 
MASTERING + 

Students are capable of evaluating and analysing performances to 
a level which is beyond the expectations of a year 9 student.  

 

 
 
 

YEAR 7 

 
MASTERING + 

Students are capable of evaluating and analysing performances to 
a level which is beyond the expectations of a year 8 student.  

 

 
MASTERING 

They are able to make insightful judgements about their own and 
others’ musical contributions. 

 

 
MASTERING + 

Students are capable of evaluating and analysing performances to 
a level which is beyond the expectations of a year 7 student.  

 

 
MASTERING 

They are able to make secure judgements about their own and 
others’ musical contributions. 

 

 
SECURE 

They are able to make secure judgements about their own and 
others’ musical contributions. 

 

 
MASTERING 

They are able to make secure judgements about their own and 
others’ musical contributions. 

 

 
SECURE 

They are able to make secure judgements about their own and 
others’ musical contributions. 

 

 
DEVELOPING 

They are able to make secure judgements about their own and 
others’ musical contributions. 

 

 
SECURE 

They are able to make sound judgements about their own and 
others’ musical contributions. 

 

 
DEVELOPING 

They are able to make sound judgements about their own and 
others’ musical contributions. 

 

 
ACQUIRING 

They are able to make sound judgements about their own and 
others’ musical contributions. 

 

 
DEVELOPING 

They are able to make basic but accurate judgements about their 
own and others’ musical contributions. 

 

 
ACQUIRING 

They are able to make basic but accurate judgements about their 
own and others’ musical contributions. 

 

 

 
ACQUIRING 

They are able to make basic judgements about their own and 
others’ musical contributions. 

 

  

 

 

 


