
THINKING ABOUT STUDYING 
PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS?



What do all these people have 
in common?



Philosophy literally means the ‘love of 
wisdom’. 

Philosophy and Ethics is the study and 
analysis of the world and people to 
understand why they behave as they do 
and how their approach to the world 
impacts on their actions. 



Is it possible to choose to 
believe you don't have free 
will? 

Did you really choose to 
read this sentence?



Are you the same person you 
were when you started reading 

this sentence?



Philosophy and Ethics helps develop 
understanding of spiritual, moral, ethical, 

social and cultural studies.



How far would you go to save 
people?
▪ Do you go for the greatest happiness for the 

greatest number?

▪ OR

▪ Is there a universal moral code for right and 
wrong?

▪ OR

▪ Is does the situation govern your choice?



Are you more than your physical body?

When you have a feeling of love and 
anger where do you find it?



Religious studies develops a 
variety of skills, including those 
of discussion and debate. 

The valuable skills of logical 
argument and critical evaluation 
are also developed and can be 
transferred to other areas of 
study. 



Is our sense of right and wrong 
innate? 



Is the big bang a sufficient explanation?



Can you describe nothingness?



Why do people believe?



According to AGCAS - the Association of Graduate Careers Advisory Service. 
RS/Theology graduates go into a wide range of careers. However they, and 
employers, feel that it particularly prepares students for the following careers:

But I don’t 

want to be 
a vicar!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=U8xSrBKx8J0

•Broadcast, film, video and 

interactive media sector 

•Education sector 

•Financial services sector 

•Legal sector 

•Politics

•Publishing sector 

•Social care sector 

•Voluntary sector 

•Social & pastoral care 

•Community work 

•Social work 

•Journalism

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U8xSrBKx8J0


How does it help your 
future?
▪ Skills

▪ Ability to evaluate

▪ To reflect on opinions, your own and others

▪ To be articulate

▪ To read , understand and process complex 
issues

▪ Knowledge

▪ In depth wisdom

▪ Great debating skills



The details of the course
There is no coursework.

A2

Three exams at the end of  Year 13. 

Each exam is 2 hours. 

Exams on  - Philosophy, Ethics, Theology

Philosophy = ancient philosopher, mind body and soul, 
problem of evil, religious experiences, arguments for the 
existence of God, religious language and nature of God

Ethics = ethical theories, business ethics, euthanasia, religious 
language, conscience, sexual ethics

Theology = human nature, gender and society, religion and 
society,  life after death, moral action, nature of Jesus, 
secularisation, 



FAQ
Do you have to be religious to do P and E?
No, the majority of our students are not. The course 
challenges you to reflect on and be able to defend 
your views.

Do you have to have completed the full course P 
and E GCSE?
No, all you need is a 6 GCSE grade in a Humanities 
subject and a 6 in English. 

What degrees can I do with P and E A level?
Any! RS is highly regarded by universities and 
employers as it proves that you are able to think, 
discuss and evaluate. It is an excellent preparation for 
any humanities degree. 


