
Headlines
Dear Parents and Carers

It was great to see so many parents at the Year

11 consultation evening last week. Parents,

students and staff thought that it was a

productive evening and feedback given to the

students will hopefully spur them on over the

last few weeks as they get closer to their

GCSE exams.

Last Friday we had a PSHCE day for Year 11

on the topic of issues facing young people.

There were lots of interesting sessions, the

most inspirational of which was listening to

somebody talking about how he overcame a

gambling addiction. He passed on advice so

that students can avoid getting “sucked in” to

a world which is all too easy to join online

these days.

Congratulations to our trampolining squad

who once again distinguished themselves by

performing so well in the zonal competition in

Cardiff. They now go through to the national

finals in Southampton in March.

There has been a mood of celebration over

the last two weeks with nine students getting

offers from Oxford or Cambridge universities.

Congratulations to them all, as well as those

who were successful in securing interviews.

Whilst we are clearly very proud of these

students, we are equally proud of all our

students and the many different destinations

that they have been successful in applying for

such as apprenticeships, universities and the

world of work.
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13th & 14th February 

A reminder that the school will be closed

on Thursday 13th and Friday 14th February

for staff training and then from Monday

17th to Friday 21st for Half Term.

We look forward to celebrating further with

our students in the summer when the A Level

and BTEC results are known.

Alan Henshall

Headteacher

Hale Family Fundraising

Lee Hale, one of our ex-students, has been

badly injured in a road traffic accident. A

friend of his parents is fundraising for them

so that they can spend their time at his

hospital bedside without worrying about

work at this difficult time.

Please find the link below if you would like

to support them. Thank you.

Fundraising for a family in crisis - Lee Hale

Absence Line

When you call in for absence, please 

use our dedicated 24 hour absence 

line: 01582 714049

or e-mail us at 

absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk

http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Roundwood-Park-School/168381959856611
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/roundwood-park-mobile-app/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-for-a-family-in-crisis?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
mailto:absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk


Residential Trips

Duke of Edinburgh Silver Expeditions 

(Year 11)

7-9 April & 26-26 June 2020

Deposit £50.00

due by Friday 31 January

MFL Paris/Rhineland (Year 8)

22-26 June 2020

3rd Instalment £150.00

due by Friday 7 February

Jay Peaks Ski Trip 2021

28 March – 5 April 2021

2nd Instalment £350.00

due by Friday 31 January

Netball Tour to Swindon

15-17 May 2020

Final Balance £87.00 

due by Monday 10 February

The Foreign Office advice for travel to

Europe, after Brexit on 31st January,

states that passports must be valid for 6

months beyond travel dates. EHIC

cards will still be valid until the end of

December 2020.

If your son/daughter is travelling to

Europe on a school trip, please check

that he/she has a valid passport and

EHIC card and apply to renew them

now, if necessary.

Miss Manton, Residential Trip Coordinator

Payments

Vacancies

Any current vacancies are published on our

website. Please follow the link below:

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/

Centrebus have advised us that there will be

fare revisions across the Centrebus Network

from 27 January 2020.

The changes will affect students who

purchase single, return, weekly and monthly

tickets on the bus.

Full details can be found at:

https://www.centrebus.info/news/fare-

revisions/

Forthcoming Events

Year 9 Parent Consultation Evening

Thursday 5 March

Year 8 Parent Consultation Evening

Thursday 19 March

Centrebus Fare Revisions

A reminder that the deadline for payment of  

music tuition for the summer term is 

Monday 10th February 2020. 

Music Tuition Fees –
Summer term 

ChatHealth is a confidential text messaging

service, provided by the Hertfordshire

School Nursing team that enables parents

and young people to contact their local

public health nursing (school nursing) team.

If you need confidential health advice and

support, text your school nurse on

07480 635050

Find out more at: 

http://ow.ly/Am3130nYlkk 

#ChatHealthNHS

Follow Hertfordshire School Nursing on

Twitter: @HCT_SchoolNurse

Instagram: hct_schoolnursing

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/
https://www.centrebus.info/news/fare-revisions/


Important Dates
See also the RPS calendar on the website for any updates 

YEAR 8 EVENT

19 March Parent Consultation Evening

18 May – 4 June Year 8 Exams

22 May Sports Day

22-26 June Enrichment week

8 July Drug awareness day

YEAR 7 EVENT

6 May Bully free form

18 May-4 June Year 7 Exams

22 May Sports Day

22-26 June Enrichment week

2 July Parent Consultation Evening

YEAR 9 EVENT

27 February KS4 Options Evening

5 March Parent Consultation Evening

11 March Deadline for KS4 Options

8-12 June Year 9 Exams

22-26 June Enrichment week

Please visit the RPS website for further 

information including RPS Calendar; Daily 

Bulletin; Latest News; Letters Home; 

Trips & Visits;

PE News; Vacancies; 

RPS_HouseSystem

Extra-Curricular Clubs Timetable

Please also follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

@RPSCREATIVE; @RPSPE; 

@RPS_Pastoral; @RPSCAREERS

Or download the Roundwood Park mobile 

app to keep up to date.

YEAR 10 EVENT

4 February Parent Information Evening

5 February Y10  Careers Investigation Day

23 March on Year 10 Exams

1 April Work Shadowing Day

22 May Sports Day

22-26 June Enrichment week

YEAR 12 EVENT

26 March Y12 Parent Consultation Evening

27 April Y12 Exams start

11 May Y12 Professional Placement Week

22 May Sports Day

22-26 June Reading Week

YEAR 11 EVENT

31 January Deadline for Sixth Form 

applications

11 May GCSE Exams start

YEAR 13 EVENT

12 March Y13 Parent Consultation Evening

14 May Y13 Leavers’ Breakfast

18 May A Level exams start

23 June Y13 Clearance Day

25 June Y13 Leavers’ Ball

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/school-calendar/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/school-calendar/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/daily-bulletin/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/general-news/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/letters-home/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/trips-visits/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/pe-news/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/
https://twitter.com/RPS_HouseSystem
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Extra-Curricular-Clubs-2019-1.pdf
https://twitter.com/creative_rps
https://twitter.com/RPSPE
https://twitter.com/RPS_Pastoral
https://twitter.com/RPSCAREERS


Year 11 PSHCE Day
“Issues Facing Young People”

On Friday 24 January Year 11 took part in their third PSHCE day - “Issues

Facing Young People”. Some of the topics covered were knife crime,

homelessness, teenage pregnancy, drugs & alcohol and gambling. We were

extremely fortunate to secure a visit from Scott Davies, ex-professional

football player, who talked openly to the students and staff for well over an

hour about his own gambling addiction which started in his teens and went

on to have a seriously detrimental impact on his life, family and career.

Scott now works for the organisation Epic Risk Management, who are

spearheading a project in partnership with a leading university in which

they provide research and deliver education around the risks of gambling to

young people under the age of 18. The feedback on Scott’s session from

both students and staff was extremely positive and we look forward to

having many more visits from Epic in the future.

Herts Young Homeless also delivered their annual Home Truths session

where students learnt about the realities of homelessness, recognised the

importance of preparation before leaving home and identified the skills they

will need to live independently once they have. Both facilitators from HYH

complimented Year 11 on their engagement and good manners throughout

the sessions. Well done Year 11 on a great day’s work.

Mrs Cunningham, PSHCE Co-ordinator



Art Ceramic Evening
Year 9 boys create inspiring tile relief  work

For our second session working with Year 9 boys on an extension ceramic project, the

students have again created some exciting pieces using the theme ‘sweets.’

Using clay to create relief tile work and a lino cutting process, students have acquired

new skills and knowledge including selecting glazes and the kiln firing process. The boys

demonstrated RPS Aspire learning for life through creative thinking. Well done.



Year 8 students create fabulous make up looks 
to support and promote diversity in RPS’s 

“Change starts with us” campaign.

We invited Year 8 art students to create

special effect make up looks to support

Roundwood Park’s ‘Change starts with us’

mental wellbeing and anti-bullying

campaign. Students spent an evening

creating innovative and individual looks

interpreting the theme ‘Change starts with

us’. Working with our Year 13 Photography

A Level students Beth and Holli, who set

up studio lighting and backdrops, the Year

8s were photographed. We are so proud of

their creative thinking and how they

interpreted the theme. Photographs are

being digitally printed and will be on show

in the drama corridor. Please look out for

them.

A big thank you and well done to A Swan,

C Rishworth, G Winspear, H Garbutt,

I Calixte-Barnett, L Brocklehurst,

M Piepgrass and R Choudrie. Also to our

Year 13 photographers. We are so proud of

the work you have all produced.

Mrs Jenkins, Art Department







Huge success for teams at Zonal Championships

First up at the Sport Wales National Centre, Cardiff were the U19s

Girls novice A-team, made up of B Colyer, E Bignell and G Sands

and they were hugely successful. Six excellent routines secured them

first place and Zonal Champions, with E Bignell becoming the

individual Zonal champion with 1st place. We would reiterate a

personal thank you to G Sands who has continued to improve and

make a full team allowing these gymnast to compete - she battled lots

of nerves and was brilliant.

Our U15 Boys intermediate team took the stage and E Roberts, E Lowry,

A Hall and S Haxon performed outstandingly, now with a full team with

the return of A Hall. Their competition was strong but they were able to

conduct themselves brilliantly, finishing as Zonal champions and E

Roberts placing 2nd individually.

Next up was the U19s intermediate girls category and our individual I Slade faced a very

fierce group of gymnasts. She put in exceptional effort and performed incredibly well,

finishing 9th. Next to compete was the U19s elite boys category where J Keddy gave a brilliant

performance. While it was a disappointing final score he competed strongly and finished 5th.

After lunch the Under 13 girls team faced their second ever

competition! A Rees-Witham, I Harnett, I Turner and E

Sandilands battled their nerves and performed solid routines

which saw them take Zonal Champions placing 1st.

They faced some challenges at the competition but conducted

themselves well. They have continued to make us proud and

excited for the final round as well as their potential for the

future.

Last weekend saw the trampolining squad attending the second round of national

competition against the Central region. The day was filled with success and excellent

sportsmanship for everyone involved.



Huge success for teams at Zonal Championships

Overall, all 5 teams and 4 individuals advance to National Finals in Southampton. A huge

congratulations to all the gymnasts who attended and thank you for your attitudes throughout

the day. Also a massive thank you to S Ellins for your support on the event. Lastly, thank you

to Mr Hunter, Miss Mullally and Miss L Moxham and all the parents for ensuring the

smoothing running of the day, and thank you to Ms P Moxham for preparing, coaching and

encouraging our gymnasts on the day and throughout the year - it really wouldn’t be possible

without her.

Alongside our Zonal successes our lovely intermediate Year 9 girls’ team were invited to a

GCSE moderation competition. They all trained hard and performed excellently with their

precision and attention to detail paying off as they came 1st. So a huge well done to E Day, N

McHale, E Braylin and C Wall for representing the school so brilliantly.

The Under 15 team followed, made up of E Gallagher, I Glennie,

T Bowles and E Graham. They all performed to a high standard

after continued effort in training for this competition. They went on

to secure themselves 2nd place, advancing to the finals, with I

Glennie placing 2nd as an individual from a strong performance.

Our older boys were last to compete. The

U19s Intermediate boys team was made

up N Bates, J Woods and A Birch. An

outstanding performance from all the

boys led to them to taking 1st place and

proceeding to the next round as Zonal

champions. J Woods secured a place as

an individual in 2nd.





A schools-only performance at the Shakespeare Rose Theatre in York.

The study, carried out by Dr Natasha Kirkham, a senior lecturer in psychology and researcher at the Centre for

Brain and Cognitive Development at Birkbeck University London, was commissioned by Encore Tickets as a

follow-up to previous research among adults.

The ticket provider wanted to see if there were similar outcomes for children, so Dr Kirkham focused this new

research on the effects of live theatre performance, uncovering three key benefits, which children as young as three

years old can experience:

Improved social tolerance: Experiencing live theatre over watching similar content via a screen, such as a film,

can achieve a much deeper understanding and absorption of the content leading to higher levels of social tolerance

and a greater ability to question.

Improved academic performance: Engagement with performing arts positively impacts academic performance and

can boost academic performance of the average child by four per cent when drama is part of the curriculum.

Positive social change: Theatre holds immense value for children’s developing minds. It is a powerful tool for

facilitating children and teenagers’ self-efficacy to promote positive social change as well as an improved ability to

broach complex and difficult issues and subjects.

Dr Kirkham said: “This research suggests an evident benefit of theatre attendance for children, across a range of

developmental areas.

“Theatre can improve social bonding, allow for emotions to be explored in a safe space, develop the emotional and

cognitive skills to deal with a complicated world, and kick-start conversations about important issues.”

Further key findings

The study found that children and teenagers exposed to live theatre are more likely to develop emotional &

cognitive skills for later in life.

Children who saw a live performance instead of a film adaptation showed:

Higher scores on tests of content knowledge of the play.

Higher scores on measures of social tolerance.

Higher scores on tests of social perspective.

Kieran Fox, head of consumer at Encore Tickets, added: “This report confirms what we have always believed

about the importance of live theatre for children’s development.

“It is clear that live theatre can have a positive impact on both academic performance and social behaviours and

we would love to see more investment in drama and arts in schools.”

Study shows that access to theatre and 

drama can boost children’s academic 

performance

The recent university research explored 

the educational and social benefits of 

taking school groups to watch live 

theatre performances.



Alumnus of  the Month
January 2020

After his A Levels in the Sixth Form, Drew attended The University of East Anglia

where he graduated in 2016 with a 1:1 BSc (hons) Ecology degree.

Whilst at UEA he took on the role of president of the Conservation and Wildlife Society

for two years, aiming to get more students involved with this sector. Shortly after, he was

employed by the RSPB as the ‘Local Groups and Volunteering Support Officer’ for

Eastern England. This was a position which he held for three years, and during which

time gained valuable experience of working with volunteers remotely, supporting

volunteer-led community groups (including those working with children and young

people) and helping staff deliver a high standard of volunteer management.

Drew also does voluntary work for the Oriental Bird Club, which is a volunteer-led

charity that raises funds for wildlife conservation projects in South East Asia. Drew is a

knowledgeable naturalist with a keen interest in bats, dragonflies, butterflies and marine

mammals. Perhaps most obviously, Drew is a highly experienced and well-travelled

birder. Over the last couple of years, he has been fortunate enough to encounter several

critically endangered species such as Balearic Shearwater, California Condor and Spoon-

billed Sandpiper.

Drew has also delivered many wildlife-themed talks to schools, universities and

community groups. Most recently, he was scheduled by the local RSPB group in

Harpenden to give a talk entitled ‘My Passion for Swifts’ but unfortunately it has been

postponed due to separate work commitments.

Currently, Drew manages Volunteering Operations for the Chartered Institute of

Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM).

A typical gem from Drew. Did you know a common swift (Apus apus) will stay airborne for up

to three years after fledging!? One fledgling, satellite-tagged in Cambridge, took only five days to

travel 5,000 km from the UK to Senegal. Madness!

Drew Lyness

Wildlife & Conservation 

Champion

(RPS 2006-13)

This Red-throated Bee-eater from The Gambia in December is one 

of my recent favourites! (photo courtesy of Drew Lyness)



Climate Action 
at RPS





Mandela House



Mandela House



Mandela House



Scott 166 pts Frank 145 pts

Cadbury 165 pts Wilberforce 138 pts

GT 154 pts Owens 127 pts

Mandela 153 pts

2020-21 Head Boy & Head Girl Elections

Campaigning has been underway at Roundwood Park over the past few

weeks by prospective Head Boys and Girls who would like to lead the student

body next academic year.

The election will take place on 11th February.

The candidates are:

Ed Dack

Xavier Kanani

Ben Honnywill

Sophie Hayward-Surry

Lily Hughes

Megan King

Hope Kneller

Anya McGreevy

Milly Soanes

House Results - Running Totals





WE ARE LOOKING FOR SOMEONE 
WHO WOULD BE INTERESTED IN BECOMING 

THE SCHOOL CROSSING PATROL FOR

ROUNDWOOD PRIMARY SCHOOL

THE PAY IS £9.00 PER HOUR
(excluding enhancements)

JOB SHARE CONSIDERED

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED OR WOULD LIKE 
FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

JANET FAIRHEAD ON 01992 556816

Hertfordshire County Council, Active and Safer Travel Team, 
County Hall, Pegs Lane, Hertford, SG13 8DN.

Tel:  01992 556816 January 2020

Please can we remind you that it is parental 
responsibility to get your child to and from school safely

Take extra care while the crossing is unmanned













Super opportunities for your Son/Daughter considering higher 

education and/or a career pathway in a Science, Technology, 

Engineering or Maths (STEM) based subject matter

The Engineering Development Trust (EDT) has two programmes of STEM based residential*

university taster courses Inspire and Headstart across the UK this summer 2020.

What are INSPIRE and HEADSTART?

Inspire and Headstart are 3 and 4/5 day courses’ (respectively) hands-on series of STEM based

activities and lectures for young people aged 15 to 17 (year 11 & 12)** to further their

understanding of degree/degree apprenticeship and future career opportunities.

These on-campus university-based experiences are an enabler for like-minded students to

engage with lecturers and undergraduates on a challenging course specific agenda whilst

practicing their problem determination, analytical, creative and life skills.

Benefits include:

- Practical sessions to reinforce theory-based lectures

- Variety of course offerings and themes to suit all individuals

- Access to university lecturers and undergraduates for advice and guidance on

degree/degree apprenticeship and potential career pathways

- Bronze (Inspire) and Silver (Headstart) industry-led accreditation from Industrial Cadets

(Inspired by HRH The Prince of Wales)

- Meet role models

- On-campus halls of residence experience

Course fee, bursaries & other support: The course costs £245 (3 day residential), £150* (3 day

non-residential) for Inspire and £399 (4/5 day residential) for Headstart. Limited bursary places

are available on BOTH programmes subject to qualification criteria.

For more information/questions contact EDT: headstartteam@etrust.org.uk of 01707-871505

Apply online:

https://www.etrust.org.uk/inspire-courses

https://www.etrust.org.uk/headstart-courses

*There are 1 or 2 non-residential courses

**Inspire will consider mature/gifted year 10 students who are 15 years old

https://bit.ly/2Pm0Dp0
https://bit.ly/2R2SqFA
https://bit.ly/2tD9iuk
mailto:headstartteam@etrust.org.uk
https://www.etrust.org.uk/inspire-courses
https://www.etrust.org.uk/headstart-courses


...

Careers in Practice 2020
For students in years 11-13

Legal Profession 18-19 February

Finance & Economics 20-21 February

More dates being confirmed for April

Limited places available on each course

Scholarships now available - see below

Where could a career in Finance, Economics or Law take your students?
Click here to view sample legal programmes; 
Click here to view sample finance and economics programmes

Prospects and Shaw Trust City Careers Scholarships
Many of the professions included in the Prospects and Shaw Trust Careers in Practice programmes are 
working to overcome a lack of diversity and social mobility in their fields. The scholarship has been created 
to ensure that young people from all backgrounds have an opportunity to find out more about City based 
careers that they may not have previously considered. There are limited places for fully paid scholarships 
for young people who would benefit from the opportunities provided by Careers in Practice, see below:

Prospects and Shaw Trust City Careers Scholarship criteria and application process
Students applying for the scholarship must attend state school, college or academy, in addition to meeting 
at least one of the following criteria:
• Live in one of the 100 most deprived wards in London and the South East.
• Eligible for free school meals.
• Are a looked after child or care leaver.
• Belong to a cultural or racial group under-represented in the City.

To apply students need to send an email to lesley.margiotta@prospects.co.uk stating in not more than 250 
words why they feel they would benefit from a place on the Careers in Practice event, stating preferred 
event and dates, and how they fulfil the criteria specified.

Where: City of London.

When:
Legal Profession: Tuesday 18 February and Wednesday 19 February 2020.
Finance & Economics: Thursday 20 and Friday 21 February 2020.

Time: Each day will start at 9.00am and finish at 4.30-5.00pm.

Cost: £225 (including VAT) with lunch provided each day.

Book your place now for:
February Legal Profession - 18-19 February 2020
February Finance/Economics – 20-21 February 2020

If you have any questions about the courses, please contact Lesley Margiotta on 0208 315 1013, or email 
lesley.margiotta@prospects.co.uk

http://email.prospects.co.uk/prospectsserviceslz/lzTrack.aspx?p1=MsADU1NDkxNTFTODM2MzoyNzhFMEU1NzA5Q0M5OUQwRTkyQUNGNEQ2RTU1MTAwQw%3d%3d-&CC=
http://email.prospects.co.uk/prospectsserviceslz/lz.aspx?p1=MsADU1NDkxNTFTODM2MzoyNzhFMEU1NzA5Q0M5OUQwRTkyQUNGNEQ2RTU1MTAwQw%3d%3d-&w=65049
http://email.prospects.co.uk/prospectsserviceslz/lz.aspx?p1=MsADU1NDkxNTFTODM2MzoyNzhFMEU1NzA5Q0M5OUQwRTkyQUNGNEQ2RTU1MTAwQw%3d%3d-&w=65050
mailto:lesley.margiotta@prospects.co.uk?subject=
http://email.prospects.co.uk/prospectsserviceslz/lz.aspx?p1=MsADU1NDkxNTFTODM2MzoyNzhFMEU1NzA5Q0M5OUQwRTkyQUNGNEQ2RTU1MTAwQw%3d%3d-&CC=&w=65051
http://email.prospects.co.uk/prospectsserviceslz/lz.aspx?p1=MsADU1NDkxNTFTODM2MzoyNzhFMEU1NzA5Q0M5OUQwRTkyQUNGNEQ2RTU1MTAwQw%3d%3d-&CC=&w=65052
mailto:lesley.margiotta@prospects.co.uk








 

 

 

Family Lives Helpline 
Free* confidential helpline for advice, information and support on any aspect 

of parenting and family life.  

0808 800 2222 
 Mon-Fri 9am-9pm Sat-Sun 10am–3pm 

Through life’s ups and downs, we’re with you, all the way 

www.familylives.org.uk 

askus@familylives.org.uk 

15-17 The Broadway, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 5HZ  

* From landlines and most mobile networks. 

Do you like helping and talking to people? 
Do you have a few hours a week to spare? 

Thinking about volunteering? 
 

Our volunteers are a lifeline to many families going through a difficult time. Become a 
Helpline Volunteer and enjoy the experience of helping others as well as improving your 
own wellbeing. If you are good at listening and can spare a few hours a week, we want to 
hear from you. Full training is provided, you can volunteer from home if you have a PC 
and good internet connection or at our local branch based in Old Hatfield in Herts.  

Email us at suebe@familylives.org.uk  for more information. 
Visit us at www.familylives.org.uk. 

 












