
Headlines
Dear Parents and Carers

It has been a very busy fortnight at

Roundwood Park. Last week we had National

Careers Week and over the course of the week

we had over a dozen speakers talking to

students at lunchtimes and in assemblies. It

was great to catch up with some of our

alumni who came back to talk about their

careers. I hope it has broadened the students’

horizons about what they may want to

consider in their future lives. Thanks to

everyone involved, including parents and

former parents, and to Susan Smith and

Jacqui Hammond for organising such a great

week.

This week is British Science Week and we

know this because of the strange attire that

the science teachers have donned in order to

promote the subject that they love! There have

been really interesting events at lunchtimes

and these have been well attended.

This has been a great initiative and really

enjoyable to see the things that the students

are learning outside of their lessons as a result

of it. It has been a great showcase for our

wonderful science team.
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Absence Line

When you call in for absence, please 

use our dedicated 24 hour absence 

line: 01582 714049

or e-mail us at 

absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk

We are currently in the midst of a run of

parent consultation evenings. The Year 9

evening went really well following on from

the options evening the week before. We

hope you found the proximity of these two

events useful as they help to clarify choices

going forward. Last night we had the Year 13

evening and Year 8 will have their

consultation evening next week.

Have a good weekend.

Alan Henshall

Headteacher

http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Roundwood-Park-School/168381959856611
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/roundwood-park-mobile-app/
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Payments

Vacancies

Any current vacancies are published on our

website. Please follow the link below:

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/

Please be aware that students should be

available for the complete exam season

starting on 11 May up to and including the

24 June.

This exam period includes a contingency,

designated each year should sustained

national or local disruption arise during the

examination series.

Mrs Michèle Darvill 

Exams Officer

Forthcoming Events

Roundwood’s Got Talent

Tuesday 17 March, 7 - 9pm

School Hall

Year 8 Parent Consultation Evening

Thursday 19 March

Y7 & Y8 Online Gaming Talk

Monday 30 March, 7 - 8pm

Sixth Form Centre

Y11 & Y13 Exams

Enrichment Week

Thank you for the prompt payments for

Enrichment Week – we have had a wonderful

response.

For anyone who has not yet paid, please note

that the payment deadline has now passed;

please pay all outstanding monies as a matter

of urgency. If meeting payment is an issue,

please do contact the finance team directly so

that we can work out how we can manage

the payment together.

Mr Pettengell, Deputy Headteacher

Residential Trips

Duke of Edinburgh Silver Expeditions

(Year 11)

7-9 April & 26-26 June 2020

Balance Payment £129.00

Overdue

Coronavirus

We are following the latest government

advice on the Coronavirus. We are currently

reviewing overseas school trips and we will

contact parents in due course once we have

further information.

Brexit & Passsports

The Foreign Office advice for travel to

Europe, after Brexit on 31st January, states

that passports must be valid for 6 months

beyond travel dates. EHIC cards will still be

valid until the end of December 2020.

If your son/daughter is travelling to Europe

on a school trip, please check that he/she has

a valid passport and EHIC card and apply to

renew them now, if necessary.

Miss Manton, Residential Trip Coordinator

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/


Come & support your friends
Come & support your house

Come & show some School Spirit

Tuesday 17th March 
7 – 9pm

In the School Hall
Tickets available from ParentPay.



Important Dates
See also the RPS calendar on the website for any updates 

YEAR 8 EVENT

19 March Parent Consultation Evening

30 March Y7 & 8 Online Gaming Talk

18 May – 4 June Year 8 Exams

22 May Sports Day

22-26 June Enrichment week

8 July Drug awareness day

YEAR 7 EVENT

30 March Y7 & 8 Online Gaming Talk

6 May Bully free form

18 May-4 June Year 7 Exams

22 May Sports Day

22-26 June Enrichment week

2 July Parent Consultation Evening

YEAR 9 EVENT

8-12 June Year 9 Exams

22-26 June Enrichment week

Please visit the RPS website for further 

information including RPS Calendar; Daily 

Bulletin; Latest News; Letters Home; 

Trips & Visits;

PE News; Vacancies; 

RPS_HouseSystem

Extra-Curricular Clubs Timetable

Please also follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

@RPSCREATIVE; @RPSPE; 

@RPS_Pastoral; @RPSCAREERS

Or download the Roundwood Park mobile 

app to keep up to date.

YEAR 10 EVENT

23 March on Year 10 Exams

1 April Work Shadowing Day

22 May Sports Day

22-26 June Enrichment week

YEAR 12 EVENT

26 March Y12 Parent Consultation Evening

27 April Y12 Exams start

11 May Y12 Professional Placement Week

22 May Sports Day

22-26 June Reading Week

YEAR 11 EVENT

11 May GCSE Exams start

YEAR 13 EVENT

14 May Y13 Leavers’ Breakfast

18 May A Level exams start

23 June Y13 Clearance Day

25 June Y13 Leavers’ Ball

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/school-calendar/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/school-calendar/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/daily-bulletin/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/general-news/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/letters-home/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/trips-visits/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/pe-news/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/
https://twitter.com/RPS_HouseSystem
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Extra-Curricular-Clubs-2019-1.pdf
https://twitter.com/creative_rps
https://twitter.com/RPSPE
https://twitter.com/RPS_Pastoral
https://twitter.com/RPSCAREERS


YEAR 7 & 8 PARENTS ARE INVITED TO AN

ONLINE GAMING MEETING 

SPEAKER - RICHARD MASKREY

Monday 30th March 

7-8pm

Sixth Form Centre

The talk will help parents and carers to identify the risks 

associated with online gaming and will help with 

strategies to reduce the potential harmful impact of 

gaming on our young people.

Details of how to sign up for the talk have been emailed 

to parents and carers.



This year’s British Science Week celebrations

at Roundwood Park have been a roaring

success! Large numbers of students have

enjoyed the lunchtime activities run by the

teachers and technicians. The sessions have

included making balloon rockets and

hovercrafts, crime scene investigation, organ

dissections, making bath bombs and a litter

pick around the school site. As well as this,

the Year 10 students were treated to a brilliant

presentation from Dr Nelson Kinnersley of

Roche, the Year 12s had an interactive session

with Dr Chris Parkinson of Glaxo Smith

Kline and our prospective A Level Scientists

discovered more regarding STEM related

careers with Mrs Elizabeth Horton from the

Francis Crick Institute.

I would love to thank all of the Science

teachers for their support with the festivities

and for being good sports when wearing fancy

dress in their lessons! Special mention must

also go to our amazing team of technicians –

Sam Mills, Lesley-Jane Mackenzie, Nicole

Lind, Tammy Edmonds-Tibbett and Nicola

Bright for organising such a fun and

successful week for us all!

Mr Hambridge, Head of Science



Maths Success at RPS

This has been a busy time for our students involved in maths competition!

In February over 180 of our students in Years 9, 10 and 11 took place in the UKMT

Intermediate Maths Challenge. Over half of them received an award. Congratulations

go to those who qualified to a further Kangaroo round: M Gaches, L Godbee, Z Mercer

and A Turner in Year 9; M Audis, G Lamb, J Hardern, J Shah, C Soanes and

L Turnbull in Year 10; J Briggs, D Bromley, E Burns, R Cheema, A Feasey, T Sanwo,

G Stapleton, K Stapleton, E Turner and A Williams in Year 11. A special mention goes

to A Corran in Year 10, who achieved the highest result in our school and qualified for

the UK Mathematics Olympiads!

On 3rd March, Mrs Thomson took

a team of Year 7 students to the

heats of the Y7 Herts

Mathematics Challenge.

Congratulations to B Miller,

S Nadiger, E Thompson and

I Turner who came first in their

heat and so qualified for the final.

They showed impressive problem

solving and collaborative skills!

Eighteen teams of Year 10 students

from secondary schools in St

Albans and further afield spent

over three hours engaged in a

variety of mathematical team

challenges.

Finally, on 2nd March

Roundwood Park hosted the

AMSP Year 10 Maths Feast.

Our teams may not have won, but J Hardern, J Marsh, A Sunkel and L Arrow-Smith were

praised for their team work while A Corran, R Janes, C Soanes and J Shah were the winners

of one of the third rounds. Well done to all of them and a huge thank you to all the Year 12

Further Maths students who helped the AMSP run the competition so smoothly!

Dr Belghitar

KS5 Mathematics Coordinator



Inter-Schools Debating Competition 
Westminster

On Friday 28th February, I had the pleasure of accompanying five wonderful students

from Year 11 and 12 to the Palace of Westminster for the annual Inter School Debating

Competition.

Roundwood Park School presented two teams who both performed exceptionally well.

The Senior Team were M King, E Dack and A Allamand and the Junior Team, G

Stapleton and A Holmes. The level of preparation involved was significant, with both

teams getting through Round 1 successfully, they then had to prepare to debate on a new

topic, in only 10 minutes without use of the internet (no easy task).

In Round 2 both teams again did incredibly well. The Juniors made it through to the

next round and the Seniors were just being pipped by an emotive St Albans Boys’ team

over the highly controversial topic of devolution.

The Junior team had just 10 minutes to then prepare for the Final where they performed

fantastically well to see off a very confident St George’s team and win the title.

A Holmes also won the Best Speaker of  the Day Award and M King received a special 

mention for her confidence in oration. 

Overseeing the event was our local MP Bim Afolami, who spoke very highly of our

students on the day. Congratulations to all the students involved, you made me very

proud.

Mr Mercel

Head of  Sixth Form



World Book Day 2020

As part of our World Book Day celebration, I took five Year 10 students to

Roundwood Primary School to ‘share' a book with their reception class.

The book we shared was called 'The Colour of Happy’. Incorporating some

wellbeing techniques, students then asked the children what colour made

them happy. The childrens’ answers were delightful - 'Pink because it makes me

feel loved' (from a 4 year old). The children then were split into 5 groups and

each coloured in a letter of the word 'Happy' with their happy colours.

These are now being made into a poster for their wall.

It was a wonderful half an hour and I am very proud of our students who

made this time special with the enthusiasm and fun which they brought to

the activity. Our students very much enjoyed the experience and have

already expressed an interest in being involved in more events like this.

Mrs Craig

Librarian



French Play “Les Garçons”
Friday 28 February

On Friday 28th February we welcomed Onatti Productions to Roundwood and our Year

9, 10 and 11 linguists had the chance to experience some French theatre!

The play was entirely in French and centred around a babysitter’s catastrophic evening.

A number of our students even participated, using their French to try to help patch

things up between the babysitter and her hapless boyfriend. We were very impressed with

their first attempts at acting in French!

Les acteurs et actrices formidables étaient: B Claxton, A Whalen, P De Malglaive,

T Mukomba, A Ford, I Moseley and E Craig - Bravo!

Mrs Robinson

Joint Head of  French



Rotary Engineering Tournament 2020

Another fantastic result for the RPS design and technology teams who took part in last week’s

Rotary Engineering Tournament 2020. Four teams were taken to the tournament from across

KS3, KS4 and KS5.

The brief given to all teams was to design and build an alert beacon with a flashing light at the

highest point of each model. This then needed to be operated by an electrical circuit with a

device to turn the light on and off and to make the beacon flash. For each key stage, the level

of control and finish became significantly more challenging and all teams needed to submit a

technical portfolio of work to support their final outcomes and achievement.

Our teams went up against some serious competition but were runners up at KS3 and KS5 and

came away with four fantastic trophies at KS4; winning Best Design Engineering Team of the

day.

Congratulations to all the students who took part – they were a real credit to Roundwood Park

School.

Mr Libberton

Design & Technology Department



Feel Good February

After a long dark winter we helped our wellbeing with a week of activities during the last

week of February. As part of our ‘5 Ways to Wellbeing’ strategy across the school, all

students during form time looked at apps that could offer meditation, mental health

support and advice on wellbeing. Students also wrote cards to each other with positive

comments and carried out random acts of kindness. Some forms even ventured as far as

listening to lively music in the morning which has been proven to boost your mood.

Students also discussed issues surrounding wellbeing and listened to other young people

share their stories about dealing with anxiety and stress. Through the week staff and our

Mental Health Ambassadors also put on different wellbeing lunchtime events such as

dance, mindfulness in the library, rock painting and knitting. A big thank you to all the

staff and students that got involved.

Ms Cate Brown, Mental Health Lead

& the Student Mental Health Ambassadors



3rd & 4th March, Roundwood Park Drama Showcase 

Performances of “Crusaders” by Frances Poet

Last week, nearly 30 Roundwood Park students from across all year

groups worked their socks off to prepare a great performance piece for the

National Theatre Connections Festival which we will be taking part in on

Good Friday in Northampton.

The cast and crew completed two excellent ‘home’ performances on 3rd

and 4th March and received fantastic feedback from a National Theatre

director who came to watch one of the performances.

After many hours of rehearsals, preparation and performance, the

students were exhausted, but elated at their efforts...and deservedly so.

The students will perform their piece, as part of the National Theatre

Connections Festival , on 10th April at the R&D Theatre in Northampton.

Mr Garbutt, Head of Drama



Last week, a plethora of employers, alumni and parents gave up their

lunchtime to talk to our students about their industry and a career within it.

We had representation from an amazing array of sectors; musical theatre,

marketing, media, healthcare, technology and travel to name but a few.

Each year group also had a special ‘Careers Assembly’ presented by one of

our guest speakers and, throughout the week, teachers have been displaying

the wide range of careers that relate to their subjects at the start of each

lesson.

Staff also created posters of their career journey, giving students the

opportunity to see the varied and often winding path leading to RPS!

National Careers Week 
2nd – 6th March 2020

The careers department would like to thank all of the guests 

who gave up their time for this event; we are extremely grateful.

If you would like to be involved in any of our Careers events at 

RPS, please contact careers@roundwoodpark.co.uk

mailto:careers@roundwoodpark.co.uk


Scott 223 pts

Cadbury 217 pts

GT 211 pts 

Mandela 210 pts

Wilberforce 188 pts 

Frank 186 pts 

Owens 179 pts 

House Results - Running Totals



















 

 

 

Family Lives Helpline 
Free* confidential helpline for advice, information and support on any aspect 

of parenting and family life.  

0808 800 2222 
 Mon-Fri 9am-9pm Sat-Sun 10am–3pm 

Through life’s ups and downs, we’re with you, all the way 

www.familylives.org.uk 

askus@familylives.org.uk 

15-17 The Broadway, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 5HZ  

* From landlines and most mobile networks. 

Do you like helping and talking to people? 
Do you have a few hours a week to spare? 

Thinking about volunteering? 
 

Our volunteers are a lifeline to many families going through a difficult time. Become a 
Helpline Volunteer and enjoy the experience of helping others as well as improving your 
own wellbeing. If you are good at listening and can spare a few hours a week, we want to 
hear from you. Full training is provided, you can volunteer from home if you have a PC 
and good internet connection or at our local branch based in Old Hatfield in Herts.  

Email us at suebe@familylives.org.uk  for more information. 
Visit us at www.familylives.org.uk. 

 












