
Recognising Abuse
Who’s responsibility is it to recognise and report abuse? 



Getting You 
Thinking

What do these three children have in common? 



Introducing the Learning…

• It is the responsibility under a health or social care 
professionals duty of care to recognise and protect children 
and other vulnerable people from abuse and neglect. 

• Professionals are continuously trained on the steps they must 
take to safeguard those in their care.

• However, to this day, there are high profile cases where 
children and vulnerable people have died at the hands of their 
main carers, despite multiple services being aware of the 
abuse they have suffered. 



Think about….

List the different ways that a child or a vulnerable person may be abused. 

TASK



New Learning

Physical Emotional Sexual Financial Neglect

• Hitting
• Punching
• Scratching
• Head-butting
• Pushing

• Manipulating
• Insulting
• Playing games
• Name calling
• Tormenting 

• Rape
• Inappropriate

touching
• Sexual comments
• Exposure

• Stealing
• Exploiting
• Deprivation

• Starving
• Leaving people

alone
• Feeding a poor diet
• Not washing
• Ignoring

Categories of Abuse

Examples of Abuse



New Learning• Despite health and social care professionals 
being trained in recognising the signs of 
abuse, many children and vulnerable people 
continue to be abused despite them being 
known to services. 

• In the past this has resulted in fatalities of 
children as a result of abuse, even though 
multiple services had come into contact with 
the child. 

• Investigations into the deaths of Victoria 
Climbie, Baby P and Daniel Pelka all 
concluded that multi-agency working had 
failed them. 

• As a result, there have been changes made 
to safeguarding services around the country. 



What is Every Child Matters?
The Every Child Matters policy came about as a response to the 
death of Victoria Climbie. 
Victoria was a young girl who was neglected, abused and 
tortured by her guardians. The people and organisations who 
came into contact with her such as social services, police and 
NHS did not do enough to protect her.
Her death, and the failures and circumstances surrounding it, 
caused a public outcry. This led to a public enquiry which in 
turn produced major changes to child protection policies in the 
UK.

Who Did the Policy Apply To?

The policy applied to every child from birth 
until the age of 19. It listed 5 key principles 
which all children should have rights to. These 
were to:

1. be healthy
2. stay safe
3. enjoy and achieve
4. make a positive contribution
5. achieve economic well-being



Who Does the Policy Apply To?
• Anyone who worked in any capacity with children had to adhere to the policy. 

• The purpose of the policy was to ensure that these five principles were at the heart of all 
interaction with children to ensure that children were safe and given the best chances in 
life.

• In 2010 the Conservative/ Liberal Democrat coalition moved away from the Every Child 
Matters policy. This Government put the emphasis on health visitors and social workers 
to carry out health checks at the child’s home. 

• Under the 2010 government the terminology also changed. Anyone now working with 
children will be familiar with the term, ‘safeguarding’.

• Currently, all organisations that work with or come into contact with children must have 
safeguarding policies and procedures to make sure every child, regardless of whether 
they are considered vulnerable or not, their age, gender, religion or ethnicity, are 
protected from harm. Current guidance and legislation apply to all children up to the age 
of 18.



Explore LearningResearch Task: Why does multi-agency working 
sometimes fail the vulnerable?

Choose one of the examples listed to research and 
summarise what happened to them. 

✓ Read the article or articles in the link
✓ Add some research of your own 

✓ Write a short report summarising the events
✓ Try to identify causes and if possible make 

suggestions to avoid this happening again. 

Stretch; Explain what multi-agency working is and how it 
failed the individual that you are focussing on. 

Challenge;Discuss the importance of multi-agency 
working in reducing the risk of abuse in the future. 

Victoria

Baby P

Daniel Pelka 

Partnership working in child protection

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/2062590.stm
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2009/aug/16/baby-p-family
https://www.itv.com/news/topic/daniel-pelka/
https://www.scie.org.uk/socialcaretv/video-player.asp?v=partnership-working-in-child-protection


Review Learning

Describe what 
forms of 
abuse the 
individual 

experienced. 

Explain how 
multi-agency 

working failed 
your 

individual. 

Discuss how 
improvements 

in multi-
agency 

working may 
have saved 

the individual. 

Learning and Assessment; Unit 7 Learning 
aim B, you will need to understand how to 
recognise and prevent abuse. 



Apply LearningHow can you promote safe working practices in a health or social 
care setting?

Describe what signs are suggesting to you that Sammy is 
being abused. 

Explain how multi-agency services should work together 
to support Sammy. 

Discuss the importance of multi-agency services 
effectively sharing information about Sammy. 

This is Sammy, he is 4 years old and has recently 
started attending a pre-school. His class teacher 

has noticed that Sammy often comes to pre-school 
looking dirty and he complains that he is hungry. 
Since starting at the pre-school, his attendance 
has dropped to 65%.  Last year, Sammy suffered 

from three broken bones over a period of 6 
months. Each time, his mother blamed Sammy for 
being clumsy. Sammy has an older sister, Collette, 
in secondary school who’s head of year has noticed 

that she has lost a lot of weight recently. 
Collette’s attendance is also very low. 

Can you apply your knew learning 
and show your understanding? 


