
Headlines
Dear Parents and Carers

It has been another busy week at Roundwood
Park. As you probably know, we had our first
positive COVID-19 case last week. We have
learned a lot from this and, because of the
bubbles we are operating, only a small number
of students need to self-isolate. I am pleased
that both parents and students responded well
despite the fact that the DfE gave us erroneous
advice on Saturday which had to be reversed
on Sunday. We will triple check their advice
before communicating with parents next time!

This evening would have been our Open
Evening, one of the highlights of the
Roundwood Park year. Thanks to Mrs Wallis
and the faculties around the school we have
put together a virtual Open Evening which
will go live early next week. We urge you to
watch it when it does.

We continue to be grateful for your support.
We understand that this is not Roundwood as
normal but we are prioritising lessons and
teaching in the classroom at the moment.

Finally, members of the public are mentioning
a lack of social distancing in the community,
this time from some of our younger students.
Please could you reinforce the message at
home that once the students leave school “the
bubble bursts” and they need to respect the
same social distancing as the rest of the
community, especially when they encounter
elderly people who can be very nervous about
the spread of the virus.

Enjoy the long weekend.

Alan Henshall

Headteacher
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Payments

Vacancies

Any current vacancies are published on our

website. Please follow the link below:

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/

Day Trips:

Yr 13 Geography Field Studies days to 

Stratford, London.

Mon 12th & Tues 13th October 2020

(attendance is required both days)

Payment of £52.50 per student to be made 

by Friday 25th September.

Residential Trips:

The Jay Peaks Ski Trip scheduled for Easter 

2021 is currently still going ahead and we 

have 3 places available. Full details can be 

found under the “What’s On” section of  the 

school website under trips and events. If  

your son/daughter is interested in joining 

this trip, please contact 

c.manton@roundwoodpark.co.uk. Available 

places will be allocated on a first come - first 

served basis. This trip is open to all year 

groups.

All other planned residential trips are 

currently on hold.

Miss Manton & Mrs Kennedy / Trip 

CoordinatorsReporting Student Absence:

When you call in for absence, please 

use our dedicated 24 hour absence line: 

01582 714049

or e-mail us at 

absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk

Please also follow us on Facebook & Twitter

@RPSCREATIVE; @RPSPE; 

@RPS_Pastoral; @RPSCAREERS

Or download the Roundwood Park mobile 

app to keep up to date with our news.

Forthcoming Events & 
Information

Please visit the RPS website for information 

including:

RPS Calendar Letters Home Daily Bulletin

Latest News Trips & Visits PE News

Vacancies RPS_HouseSystem

Inset Day

A reminder that we have an Inset day on

Friday 25 September and school will be

closed to students.

Music Lessons

Instrumental music lessons are available with

our school’s music provider, Hertfordshire

Music Service from September. If you

haven’t applied for lessons already, all the

information you need to book is available

at http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/regi

steronline. HMS tutors will be teaching face

to face or online and every effort has been

taken to ensure both tutors and students are

kept safe in line with guidance available.
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Exam Invigilators

Are there any parents/carers who

can help invigilate our November

exams for Years 11 and 13?

The unusual situation this year means that

we urgently need to recruit some

additional invigilators just for our

November exams (although opportunities

to continue into future exam series might

come about), and we wonder if any

parents (or friends of parents) might be

able to help?

Invigilators covering morning exams

would need to be available by 8.15am,

and those covering afternoon exams

might not be able to leave until

4pm. Training will be given, since we

cannot, and would not wish to,

compromise our safeguarding standards,

and any new invigilators always start with

an experienced mentor. The work would

be paid.

Details, and the application process, are

on the vacancies page of our website at

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/

If  you have any questions please get in 

touch with:

Michele Darvill

Exams Officer 

M.Darvill@roundwoodpark.co.uk

We are looking for native or near

native French speaking volunteers

to work with our Year 12 and Year

13 A-Level French students to

provide conversation practice.

Could you spare an hour or two a

week? In exchange, you will be rewarded

by knowing that you are helping these

enthusiastic students to reach their French

potential.

If you are interested in knowing more,

please contact:

Mrs Phillips

French department 

cm.phillips@roundwoodpark.co.uk

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/
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Inspiring Digital 
Enterprise Award 

(iDEA)

Congratulations to the students who

completed an iDEA award during the

school closure before summer. 150

students from Years 8, 9 and 10 achieved

the BRONZE award and the following

students achieved the SILVER award:

S Nadiger

A Burgess

M Gaches

L Godbee

S Parfitt

A Turner

Fantastic work!

The Inspiring Digital Enterprise Award,

known as iDEA is an international

programme that helps individuals

develop digital, enterprise and

employability skills for free. Through our

series of online challenges, you can win

career-enhancing badges, unlock new

opportunities and, ultimately, gain

industry-recognised Awards that help you

stand out from the crowd.

Mrs Batt

Computer Science

Please visit our website to see Issue 1 of  

‘Scientia’, the Science department’s new 

magazine.

Scientia showcases just some of the wide

range of events which have taken place this

year, as well as the exceptional talents of

Roundwood Park students. In addition,

there are helpful revision strategies and

some taxing logic/mathematical

problems.

For the next edition, due for publication

around Easter, I am looking for student

writers, scientists, good ICT skills, artists,

and photographers, so please come and see

me if you’d like to contribute – thank you!

Mrs Rashid

Science Department

Introducing ‘Scientia’, 
RPS Science’s exciting 

new publication

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Issue-1.pdf


Sixth Form News

Year 12 have settled into Sixth Form

incredibly well. It certainly hasn’t been the

easiest of starts with all of the new guidance

and we are reacting to a constantly changing

landscape in these times of Covid but would

like to extend our thanks to the Year 12s for

showing such great resilience and just getting

on with it, without complaint. In our

webinar last week we spoke about the

ASPIRE learning habits and the new Year

12s have certainly shown their ability to

collaborate and cooperate and to work

together. We have heard lots of really

positive comments from teachers regarding

great bridging work and a great start to their

courses. Well done Year 12 on a fantastic

start!

A number of students have already taken

advantage of the extended opening hours for

the common room and are often still seen

studying after 5pm. This is a great way to

start the year and will hugely help with

staying one step ahead in their courses.

Mrs Bridgman, Head of Year 12

The UCAS process is now underway and

many Year 13 students will probably be on

draft 5 or 6 of their personal statements by

this stage. With the UCAS predicted grades

due to be released next week students will

understandably also be champing at the bit

to send off their applications. To that end

please take note of the following dates and

guidance:

• Oxbridge, Meds, Vets and Dentistry

applications MUST be sent to UCAS by

October 15th

• All students should do their best to send

off their application by October half

term

• Full guidance has been sent to ALL

parents and students

• Students will shortly be able to book an

appointment with Mr Mercel to send

off their application. Details of how to

do this will be shared via email and

through tutors.

• In the event of a school closure – UCAS

meetings will be held online with a

member of the Sixth Form team.

Historically RPS students make very good

applications, send them to UCAS earlier

than other schools and gain more favourable

offers. I’m sure even in these unprecedented

times that they will again do themselves

proud.

Mr Mercel, Head of Year 13

#Save Alviar

Last Friday we organised a non-school

uniform day to try and raise funds for the

‘Save Alviar!’ campaign. We raised

£5,357.77, with more being donated directly

to his funding page.

As well as trying to raise money for Alviar,

we also wanted to support his cause by

raising awareness for Leukaemia UK. We

did this by having the non-school uniform

theme as a ‘splash of red’ (the colour of

Leukaemia UK). Additionally, as a school,

we organised a sponsored walk, cycle, swim

or run to Singapore as another way to raise

funds and awareness for Alviar. We are still

working towards the 6,742 mile target so

make sure you try and get involved!

Ben Honnywill, Head Boy



Trampolining Awards 2020

Best newcomer
E Gallagher

Most Improved
E Lowry

L Nightingale

Best Effort
B Colyer
E Bignell

Club Commitment
E Graham 

Best performance
I Glennie

TEAMS OF THE YEAR

Year 7-9 Intermediate boys
E Lowry, A Hall, E Roberts, 

S Haxton

Year 9-10 Novice girls
E Graham, T Bowles, I Glennie, 

E Gallagher

Congratulations to the whole squad for all

your hard work and amazing achievements

last year.

Goodbye and good luck to Josh, Alex,

Jacob, Izzy and Sarah from Year 13, who

have all been key members of the squad

for many years, achieving so much success

at numerous National Finals. Thanks to

these very special gymnasts for all their

hard work for the squad and leading by

example, setting themselves as role models

for future success by the squad.

We also say goodbye to Grace from Year

11 and wish her every success in her future

adventures.

We wish all our leavers the very best for

their futures. We will miss you all.

Mrs Moxham





Tickets available from the online ticket portal:

https://thelittleboxoffice.com/harpendentownfc/
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Family Lives Helpline 
Free* confidential helpline for advice, information and support on any aspect 

of parenting and family life.  

0808 800 2222 
 Mon-Fri 9am-9pm Sat-Sun 10am–3pm 

Through life’s ups and downs, we’re with you, all the way 

www.familylives.org.uk 

askus@familylives.org.uk 

15-17 The Broadway, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 5HZ  

* From landlines and most mobile networks. 

Do you like helping and talking to people? 
Do you have a few hours a week to spare? 

Thinking about volunteering? 
 

Our volunteers are a lifeline to many families going through a difficult time. Become a 
Helpline Volunteer and enjoy the experience of helping others as well as improving your 
own wellbeing. If you are good at listening and can spare a few hours a week, we want to 
hear from you. Full training is provided, you can volunteer from home if you have a PC 
and good internet connection or at our local branch based in Old Hatfield in Herts.  

Email us at suebe@familylives.org.uk  for more information. 
Visit us at www.familylives.org.uk. 

 




