
Headlines
Dear Parents and Carers

A month into the term we are happy to say

that the school is running, lessons are

happening and staff are still smiling (just

about!). The early teething problems with

meals, breaktimes and lunchtimes have largely

been ironed out, although we do understand

that this is still not an optimal service.

Similarly, we have improved the study space

for the Sixth Form, giving both year groups

access to the Common Room.

The two cases of COVID-19 that Roundwood

has had so far have presented us with

opportunities to further enhance our online

provision. The Year 7 form which had to self-

isolate took part in two days of lessons with

live content in each of them and a

questionnaire has allowed us to learn more

about how we can improve. Although it is our

aspiration to offer significant live teaching to

all students who are self-isolating and are

feeling well, this is not always possible

currently. Rest assured that we are working

towards providing this as soon as possible and

in the meantime constantly improving our live

capability. It is in order to improve this

capability that we are closing early next

Wednesday afternoon, with two further early

closures planned for the second half of the

autumn term. I continue to liaise with my

fellow Headteachers in Harpenden and know

that the provision in this regard is similar

across the town.
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Early School Closure on 
Wednesday 14th October

If you have not yet had a chance to see our

virtual Open Evening please do check it out

via the link below and I would be grateful if

you shared it with any prospective parents

who are thinking of sending their child to

Roundwood Park. We have spent a lot of

time working on these materials despite the

other time pressures we are facing at the

moment. Congratulations to all of the staff

and students who contributed to them.

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/virtual-open-

evening-2020/

Have a good weekend.

Alan Henshall, Headteacher

Please may we remind you that school will 

close early next Wednesday, as follows:

Years 7, 8 and 9 will have lunch in school and

will go to the beginning of their period 4

lesson at 1.05pm to be registered by their

classroom teacher. Year 7 will leave the school

site at 1.10pm, Year 8 will leave at 1.15pm

and Year 9 will leave at 1.20pm. Buses will

arrive at 1.30pm.

Years 10 and 11 will leave after period 4.

They will not have lunch in school. They will

leave the school site at 1.25pm. Buses will

arrive at 1.30pm.

Years 12 and 13 will leave directly after period

4. They will be required to sign out at the

beginning of lunch and leave the school site

by 1.30pm.

http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Roundwood-Park-School/168381959856611
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/roundwood-park-mobile-app/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/virtual-open-evening-2020/


Payments

Vacancies

Any current vacancies are published on our

website. Please follow the link below:

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/

Residential Trips:

Jay Peaks Ski Trip 2021 has been 

POSTPONED.

New dates are Sat 2nd April – Sun 10th April 

2022.

There are limited spaces available.

For further information please contact 

c.manton@roundwoodpark.co.uk

Available spaces will be allocated on a first 

come, first served basis. Full details available 

under the “What’s on” section on RPS 

website 

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/trips-visits/

All other planned residential trips are 

currently on hold.

Miss Manton, Trip Coordinator

Reporting Student Absence:

When you call in for absence, please 

use our dedicated 24 hour absence line: 

01582 714049

or e-mail us at 

absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk

Please also follow us on Facebook & 

Twitter

@RPSCREATIVE; @RPSPE; 

@RPS_Pastoral; @RPSCAREERS

Or download the Roundwood Park mobile 

app to keep up to date with our news.

Forthcoming Events & 
Information

Please visit the RPS website for information 

including: RPS Calendar Letters Home Daily 

Bulletin Latest News Trips & Visits PE News

Vacancies RPS_HouseSystem

Parents/Carers accessing 
the school site

In order to keep students and staff safe,
please may we remind parents/carers that
you should not be coming to school to drop
off forgotten equipment, books, lunches etc
for your children. As stated in our letter to
you of 14 August (quoted below) we are
unable to accept such items for the
foreseeable future.

Parents accessing the school site

I must ask you not to come onto the school
site without a prior arrangement. If you
need to contact a member of staff, please
email or phone our receptionists who will
pass on the message. If necessary we will
meet with you by invitation.

I must also ask you not to drop off forgotten
books and equipment. Please check that
your child has everything they need for their
day in school before they leave the house. If
they forget their lunch we will provide food
and charge you accordingly.

Many thanks for your continued support.

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/
mailto:c.manton@roundwoodpark.co.uk
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/trips-visits/
mailto:absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk
https://twitter.com/creative_rps
https://twitter.com/RPSPE
https://twitter.com/RPS_Pastoral
https://twitter.com/RPSCAREERS
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/school-calendar/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/letters-home/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/daily-bulletin/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/general-news/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/trips-visits/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/pe-news/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/
https://twitter.com/RPS_HouseSystem


COVID-19
Keeping students and staff  safe

If your child or someone in your household gets a POSITIVE Covid-19 test result, please

email us immediately at positivecovidtest@roundwoodpark.co.uk

This email address is dedicated to positive results only and will be monitored during

school hours, evenings and weekends. This will help us quickly contact the necessary

Public Health officials and communicate and advise those families or staff members

concerned, keeping everyone safe and helping to prevent the spread of the virus.

We urge you to continue to take a cautious approach, should your child/ren start to

show symptoms that could be Covid-19 or a cold, rather than sending them into school.

We believe by taking a cautious approach we have a much better chance of keeping the

school open to as many students as possible, so that when your child is better the school

is open for them to return to.

The flow chart below may help you to navigate the difficult decision of whether to book

a Covid-19 test, see a doctor, cautiously keep your child at home to monitor their

symptoms closely or send them to school.

If your child displays any one of the Covid-19 symptoms, get them a swab test and

inform the school immediately by reporting their absence to

absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk

mailto:positivecovidtest@roundwoodpark.co.uk
mailto:absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk


Roundwood Park has registered to take part in a free, 

international puzzle competition called Puzzle of the Week. 

We want our young mathematicians to show off their problem solving

ability and compete against schools from over 40 different countries.

There will be 30 puzzles this year, each published on a Monday with

the first one going live on 12th October. You can find the puzzles

and enter the competition by going to the website

www.puzzleoftheweek.com. We will be posting student leaderboards

and puzzle solutions on the display board outside the maths block.

We encourage all students, staff and parents to register and then

participate each week. Every answer counts towards Roundwood

Park’s position on the international leaderboards. With a correctly

submitted solution to the puzzle you will also be part of the random

draw to be the proud recipient of a distinction card.

Finally, visit the website if you’d like to warm up with some of the

previous puzzles, see last year’s results or all the schools against whom

we will be competing.

http://www.puzzleoftheweek.com/


Sixth Form News
We are pleased to share the news of  Sixth Form 

students achieving beyond the curriculum. Both 

sporting and creative excellence has been 

achieved by the following students:

A. Sharp who won Young 

Volunteer of  the Year at the 

British Para Table Tennis 

2020 Awards

J. Bigham who has retained his place in a new-

look England boys’ golf  squad.

K. Gash who has been awarded a place on the 

Arkwright Engineering Scholarship Program

Competitive University Students

The next group of aspiring and ambitious Year

12 students looking to apply for courses in

Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary Science, or

with a vision to apply to Oxford or Cambridge

have been challenged to stretch their experiences

beyond the curriculum. At a seminar after

school on Monday 28th September, students were

reminded of super curricula activities they could

be doing to enhance their learning experiences

beyond the curriculum. Students gaining offers

and places on competitive courses in 2020 built

their academic profiles throughout their time in

Sixth Form, through wider reading, visiting

exhibitions (many are now online), attending

online course days at universities (also available

online) and attending university free public

lectures (again available remotely), in a bid to

stretch and enhance their learning experiences

and to delve deeper into the subjects they enjoy.

We would love parents’ support – even at 17

years, students need encouragement to reflect on

the experiences they have, challenge and

question how they think about topics, and

practice talking about new ideas and insights.

Oxplore is a fantastic website, developed by the

University of Oxford – it is designed to

encourage students to think big!

Help required:
Competitive University Practice Interview 

Evening:– 16th November 2020

Our current Year 13s applying to Oxford and 

Cambridge for 2021 will be faced with remote 

interviews this year, should they be successful in 

getting an invitation to interview.  There are 18 

students applying for a variety of subjects this year 

and we are in need of expertise in the following 

subjects areas to help us give these students 

practice and opportunity in challenging their 

thinking beyond their A Levels: 

Architecture

Engineering

Human Sciences

If you feel that you could help, please do get in 

touch with our sixth form: 

sixthform@roundwoodpark.co.uk

A. Cohen:  Alviar has settled in 

Oxford and is feeling positive 

about his treatment; just await-

ing his visa before he leaves for 

Singapore. We were able to present him with

his A Level certificates before he goes. We

wish him well and look forward to his

updates.

If  you are stuck for dinner table topics other 

than “how was your day?” it might be worth 

having a look at the questions they pose to 

help generate conversation. 

Let us know how you get on!  

Mrs Lucy Gallagher

Assistant Headteacher KS5

House Challenges 

Last week, the newly elected Year 7 House Leaders

were challenged to complete a series of tasks,

including hula hooping and skipping. This week, it

was the SLG’s turn. Bright and early, and with

varying degrees of success, the House Captains

virtually took on their respective Year 7s and the

results are due to be announced in forms soon. Ben

and I went head to head too but when it came to

hula hooping, a pitiful, yet enthusiastic, one second

display from both of us proved that wisdom doesn’t

always come with age! It was amazing to be able to

get back to some form of a house competition and

we look forward to arranging more virtual events in

future.Megan King, Head Girl

mailto:sixthform@roundwoodpark.co.uk


Canteen
New £3 Meal Deal 

now available

Sandwich or roll

Cookie or fruit

Drink 
(water 500ml, 

small milkshake OR
small juice carton)





We are looking for native or near native

French speaking volunteers to work with

our Year 12 and Year 13 A-Level French

students to provide conversation practice.

Could you spare an hour or two a week? In

exchange, you will be rewarded by knowing

that you are helping these enthusiastic

students to reach their French potential.

If you are interested in knowing more,

please contact:

Mrs Phillips

French department 

cm.phillips@roundwoodpark.co.uk

mailto:cm.phillips@roundwoodpark.co.uk








Pearson’s World Changer Awards will celebrate the schools and young 
people who are taking their learning to the next level to make a positive 

difference in their community - and the wider world.

Whether it's a unique way to say thank you to key workers, a project to 
protect wildlife and the environment, or sporting initiatives for charitable 

causes - we would love to know about them!

At their heart, the World Changer Awards are about inspiring children and 
young people to interrogate the world around them, engage with local and 

global affairs and harness the power of education to drive change.

The Awards are free to enter, and children and young people aged 5-19 can 
be entered as individuals, groups or even as a whole school. To find out 
more about how to apply and help inspire your young world changers, 

click here

Prizes
The lucky individual, or group, crowned our Ultimate World Changer will 
win the following package of prizes to further their passion and project.

One-to-one mentoring where the winner will have the opportunity to chat 
to one of our World Changer ambassadors about their project and put any 

questions they may have to an inspirational World Changer!
A Microsoft Surface Go tablet computer to support their research and work 

on their project and future studies.
A feature in our World Changer Winners Showcase where details about 
their passion and work will be published and celebrated far and wide!

We will also be announcing amazing runner up winners, who will have their 
inspirational actions highlighted in our World Changers Winners Showcase.

https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/schools/subject-area/extended-curriculum-and-btec/pearsons-world-changer-awards.html


The St Albans Music School Jazz Collective

We are now excited to present the new St Albans Music School Jazz Collective! This 

aims to build one large jazz student community covering all instruments, with opportunities 
to perform solo, in small groups, in larger ensembles and as an entire collective. 

New methods of online learning are also now available so you can develop your jazz
playing from your own home.

Membership of the SAMS Jazz Collective entitles you to access all online materials,

invites you to attend county wide jazz projects (online and face to face) and gives you the
opportunity to perform at SAMS Jazz Collective gigs - as a soloist or in your own band.

Check out www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/sams-jazz for a preview and a great video on
playing with blues scales.

To sign up for FREE, please email us at HertsJazz@hertfordshire.gov.uk

PLAYING WITH OTHER PEOPLE IN REAL LIFE!

Yes, you heard us correctly! If they wish, Jazz Collective members can attend two free

real-life jazz combo sessions - so you can check them out and maybe even join us!

Birdland Band (formerly Big Band 2)

membership entitles you to online resources plus

face to face sessions weekly (Thursday 6.30-

7.30), with performance opportunities at selected
SAMS events.

This ensemble is aimed at woodwind, brass and

rhythm section (guitar, piano, bass & drums)

players who are just starting out - we cater for

everyone from Grades 1-5. We learn how to read

and play in an ensemble, often working without

the dots and learning simple jazz tunes by ear.

We also take our first steps into improvising and

although it is definitely not compulsory it is a great

supportive environment to give it a go for the first
time!

http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/sams-jazz
mailto:HertsJazz@hertfordshire.gov.uk


Vanguard band (formerly Big Band 1) membership entitles you to a weekly face-to-

face or online session (Thursday 8.00-9.00), multiple performance opportunities and

membership of Herts Youth Jazz Ensemble (who perform annually at Herts Jazz
Festival) and have a project with NYJO coming up this year.

This ensemble is aimed at sax, brass and rhythm section (Guitar, Piano, Bass,

Drums) players who are looking to perform at an advanced level with similar aged

people. Players are usually grade 5+. We cover a large amount of repertoire from

traditional large ensemble (Big Band) work to smaller more combo based things. We

usually feature a Jazz great as a ‘composer in residence’ each year and cover much

of their catalogue. Previously we have focused on the music of Charles Mingus,

Monk, Duke Ellington & Count Basie, and in 2020/21 we’ll be focusing on bebop
architect, Charlie Parker.

If you require any more information, please do not hesitate to get in touch. We look

forward to hearing from you!

Rachel Curson
Head of St Albans Music School | Hertfordshire Music Service
Hertfordshire County Council
High Oaks, St.Albans AL3 6DR.
T: 01438 845299

E: rachel.curson@hertfordshire.gov.uk

mailto:rachel.curson@hertfordshire.gov.uk












 

 

 

Family Lives Helpline 
Free* confidential helpline for advice, information and support on any aspect 

of parenting and family life.  

0808 800 2222 
 Mon-Fri 9am-9pm Sat-Sun 10am–3pm 

Through life’s ups and downs, we’re with you, all the way 

www.familylives.org.uk 

askus@familylives.org.uk 

15-17 The Broadway, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 5HZ  

* From landlines and most mobile networks. 

Do you like helping and talking to people? 
Do you have a few hours a week to spare? 

Thinking about volunteering? 
 

Our volunteers are a lifeline to many families going through a difficult time. Become a 
Helpline Volunteer and enjoy the experience of helping others as well as improving your 
own wellbeing. If you are good at listening and can spare a few hours a week, we want to 
hear from you. Full training is provided, you can volunteer from home if you have a PC 
and good internet connection or at our local branch based in Old Hatfield in Herts.  

Email us at suebe@familylives.org.uk  for more information. 
Visit us at www.familylives.org.uk. 

 




