
Headlines
Dear parents and carers

We are very pleased that we were able to keep

this week Christmassy and make the end of

term as festive as possible. On Wednesday, our

Year 12s visited local care homes and

individuals, sang carols outside and delivered

presents to the residents. This was an

alternative to our senior citizens’ Christmas

party which we usually host at this time of the

year. On Wednesday and Thursday, we had

Christmas lunch for 1100 students – a new

record – and today we will be enjoying the

Christmas assemblies which will be streamed

to all classrooms. An online version will be

available for parents to see later today. We

also hope you enjoy watching the virtual

Christmas concert which is going live today.

Thanks to the efforts of the Student

Leadership Group and our parents, we

delivered hundreds of items to the foodbank

in Harpenden. Thank you for this

monumental effort in spreading Christmas

cheer.

Congratulations to S Phillips for attaining her

Level 1 in BTEC home cooking skills for

which I was pleased to present her certificate

last week. Well done Sadie! This is a result of

all her hard work. Many thanks to Mrs

Rymill for her support.
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We have three colleagues leaving us this

week. Bal Lidder leaves her role as Head of

Chemistry to spend more time with her

family. She has led chemistry ably since

taking over in December 2018. Mohammad

Umar leaves to take up a position in Milton

Keynes as a SENCo. As many of you know,

he has done a fine job as maternity cover for

Hollie Hall, who will return to us in January.

We thank him for his professionalism in the

face of extremely challenging circumstances.

Stuart Thurgood leaves us at Christmas to

take up a new post as he is relocating to the

south coast. We are grateful for the time he

has spent with us.

It only remains for me to wish you a happy

and restful Christmas. I know I have said this

before, but thank you once again for all your

support and kind words. It really does mean a

lot when the staff have worked so hard to

keep our school thriving.

Alan Henshall

Headteacher

http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Roundwood-Park-School/168381959856611
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/roundwood-park-mobile-app/


Payments

Vacancies

Any current vacancies are published on our

website. Please follow the link below:

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/

Reporting Student Absence:

When you call in for absence, please 

use our dedicated 24 hour absence 

line: 01582 714049

or e-mail us at 

absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk

Important Dates

Date Event

25 February 2021 Options Evening 

(Virtual)

Please visit the RPS website for 

information including: RPS Calendar

Letters Home Daily Bulletin Latest News

Trips & Visits PE News Vacancies

RPS_HouseSystem

Please also follow us on 

Facebook & Twitter

@RPSCREATIVE; @RPSPE; 

@RPS_Pastoral; @RPSCAREERS

Or download the Roundwood Park mobile 

app to keep up to date with our news.

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Date Event

28 January 2021 Parent Consultation 

Evening (Virtual)

Date Event

21 January 2021 Parent Consultation 

Evening (Virtual)

Year 12
Date Event

18 March 2021 Parent Consultation 

Evening (Virtual)

Date Event

8 July 2021 Parent Consultation 

Evening (Virtual)

Year 11

Year 11 Virtual Parent Consultation Evening

Thursday 21 January

The Parent Evening system will close at 10pm 

on Monday 11 January. 

Year 8 Virtual Parent Consultation Evening

Thursday 28 January

The Parent Evening system will close at 10pm 

on Monday 18 January.

Forthcoming Events & 
Information

Residential Trips:

Jay Peaks Ski Trip

Sat 2nd April – Sun 10th April 2022

2nd Instalment £350: due by 20 December.

Full details are available on our website:

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/trips-visits/

Miss Manton/Mrs Kennedy

Trips Coordinators

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/
mailto:absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/school-calendar/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/letters-home/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/daily-bulletin/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/general-news/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/trips-visits/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/pe-news/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/
https://twitter.com/RPS_HouseSystem
https://twitter.com/creative_rps
https://twitter.com/RPSPE
https://twitter.com/RPS_Pastoral
https://twitter.com/RPSCAREERS
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/trips-visits/




www.puzzleoftheweek.com

Kooth.com
Online Mental 

Wellbeing community

In the event of adverse weather conditions, the

school will notify you of a closure by sending

an InTouch text message and email. You will

also get a notification via the school

app. There will be messages on the school

answering machine and on the school website

(www.roundwoodpark.co.uk).

If your child has an exam scheduled and the

school has announced that it is closed, please

see the information which will be placed on

the school website at that time. We will run

exams even if the school is closed to other

students.

Adverse Weather 
Conditions

Free, safe and anonymous support

Over the coming weeks your child may

mention they have been made aware by

school or a professional of a service called

Kooth and/or may need some support over

the festive holidays. It provides a safe, secure

means of accessing help via the internet from

a professional team of qualified counsellors,

youth workers and emotional wellbeing

practitioners and is available for all 11-18

year olds.

Kooth will be working with all schools and

professionals to support students' mental

health and wellbeing in and out of school.

At Kooth they offer wellbeing support 365

days a year and have their wellbeing team

online Monday to Friday 12noon to 10pm

and weekends 6-10pm.

Kooth is free to access, your child simply

needs to visit www.kooth.com and click ‘Join

Kooth’.

They have a vast range of self help material,

peer to peer support and young people are

able to contribute too.

Everything is pre-moderated in order to

safeguard users so you know what your child

is accessing is safe.

If you have any questions or would like to

discuss what Kooth.com can offer, please

address them to the school. If you would

prefer to contact Kooth directly, simply email

parents@kooth.com

Cate Brown

Mental Health Lead

c.brown@roundwoodpark.co.uk

Reporting positive 
COVID Test Results

Please may we remind you to email us on

positivecovidtest@roundwoodpark.co.uk if

anyone in your family is unfortunate

enough to receive a positive COVID test

result. This is because we monitor this

account out of school hours and will be able

to act swiftly if action is required.

http://www.puzzleoftheweek.com/
http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/
http://www.kooth.com/
http://kooth.com/
mailto:parents@kooth.com
mailto:c.brown@roundwoodpark.co.uk
mailto:positivecovidtest@roundwoodpark.co.uk






Being social online this 
December: 

a parent's guide

Access to new tech over the winter period can

provide new opportunities for children and

young people but also present risks. The

CEOP Education Team (Child Exploitation

and Online Protection Centre) have produced

a guide for parents which looks at how

they can support their child to be safer online

this season by focusing on 3 key areas:

viewing, sharing, chatting and friending. The

link to this guide is below. Please take a look

when you can:

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/arti

cles/parents-guide-being-social-online/

Heads of Year & Safeguarding Team

Browns Books - www.brownsbfs.co.uk -

are now taking personal orders, alongside

existing trade customers. If you are

purchasing books for your son/daughter,

you may want to look here as their prices

are competitive.

Healthy Start

The Hertfordshire ‘Neglect Matters’

campaign is being launched in early 2021 in

partnership with the NSPCC and will focus

on intervening at the earliest opportunity to

prevent neglect and the impact that it has on

children, young people and families.

In order to help shape the campaign and the

services we later develop countywide to

support families, we’d be grateful for your

views.

We’re asking parents and carers to complete

a survey to help us understand what neglect

means to you. The survey is very short (only

8 questions in total) and takes only 3

minutes to complete. All answers are

completely anonymous, and you don’t have

to have experienced neglect to take part.

We really want to hear from a variety of

parents and carers – whether you’re

biological parents, adoptive parents,

grandparents, fosters carers and so on. We

would like to hear from people of all ages,

communities and backgrounds.

Your feedback will help to build up a clearer

picture and ultimately shape a campaign

that will be most relevant to Hertfordshire

and the people living here. Protecting

children is everyone’s business, so please do

help us by completing the survey below:

Hertfordshire parent/carer survey - Neglect
Matters campaign

Hertfordshire parent/carer 
survey - Neglect Matters 

campaign

Are you pregnant or have a child under four?

Did you know you could be missing out on

free fruit and vegetables or milk worth at least

£200 a year? If you are at least 10 weeks

pregnant or have a child under four years old,

and in receipt of certain benefits, you could

be entitled to Healthy Start Vouchers worth

£3.10 per child per week (£4.25 per week

from April 2021), to spend on milk, plain

fresh and frozen fruit and vegetables, and

instant formula milk. You can also use them

to buy certain pulses and canned fruit and

vegetables.

f you are entitled to Healthy Start Vouchers

you will also get free vitamins designed to

help pregnant and breastfeeding women and

growing children. Pregnant women and every

child over one and under four years old can

get one voucher every week. Children under

one year old can get £6.20 per week.

Some supermarkets are also reducing the cost

of shopping by an extra £1 to those

redeeming the Healthy Start Vouchers.

Check your eligibility on 

www.gov.uk/healthy-start

Browns Books - Personal 

orders now available

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/parents-guide-being-social-online/
https://brownsbfs.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d4b362d57a4d907b2fa8e1430&id=c2516c16ea&e=3b1ddd2f5b
https://brownsbfs.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d4b362d57a4d907b2fa8e1430&id=2b877595a7&e=3b1ddd2f5b
https://brownsbfs.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d4b362d57a4d907b2fa8e1430&id=2b877595a7&e=3b1ddd2f5b
https://bit.ly/HertsNSPCCsurvey
http://www.gov.uk/healthy-start


Senior Maths Challenge

This year we entered our Further Mathematicians for the Senior Mathematics Challenge.

This award encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of thought and fluency in

using basic mathematical techniques to solve interesting problems. The problems are

designed to make students think and challenge their thought processes.

Our students completed the challenge online and were awarded a mixture of gold, silver

and bronze certificates.

Miss Tully, Maths Department

Five students were invited to go forward for the Senior Kangaroo: K Stapleton (Y12), J

Laine (Y12), H Wall (Y13), A Woods (Y13) and C Lamb (Y13). This is an extremely

difficult challenge which was again completed online. All five of our students did

exceptionally well to compete in this prestigious award. Well done and congratulations!



RPS Scholars

This week, D Stacy-St Roas in 7GT became the first student to be awarded a

'scholars' badge for completing all of the maths super-curriculum tasks. Mr

Henshall presented him with his badge and congratulated him on his success.

Super-Curriculum

Students: Remember to challenge yourselves at home by using the super-curriculum.

There are so many exciting learning opportunities to help you 

achieve mastery in your favourite subjects.

We are very much hoping that lots of other students in Year 7 and 8 will now win their

badges. This can be done by completing all the challenges in one subject or five

challenges in five subjects.

The much-anticipated Christmas holidays may be a good time to get started.

You can find the super-curriculum booklets here:

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/super-curriculum/

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/super-curriculum/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/super-curriculum/


Sportspersons’ Awards 
2019/2020

May I start by sending you all seasons greetings

from the RPS PE department. We wish you well

at this challenging time.

Disappointingly, but for fairly obvious reasons,

our lower school sports awards dinner has not

been able to go ahead this year.

Despite this, we were keen for a group of

students to receive recognition for their lower

school sporting endeavours through the previous

academic year, which was cut short by the

national lockdown. Because of missed events

and activities, we have opted to give generic

recognition awards, rather than awarding with

specific titles.

Please see the list of students who will receive

awards for 2019/20. Please click on their name

if you wish to listen to our staff describe why

recognition was deserved.

Congratulations to all. Students can collect their

awards from the PE office.

A huge thank you to ALL the students who

contributed to RPS sport last year. While it is

not possible to give everyone an award, it does

not mean that we do not appreciate all of your

efforts.

Let’s hope that a full return to normal school

sport is not too far away.

Kind regards and a merry Christmas when it

comes.

RPS PE

YEAR 9:

E Starkey

E Clement

L Nightingale

L Bell

N Franklin

W Pinnington

O Bartlett

J Bayne

E Watson

YEAR 10:

H Burrows

F Adio-Moses

C Williams

T Attenborough

C Wall

L Bruzas

I Glennie

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SOXiXsrk4r3WiFkDWPQ1paDKPAYcLVp4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rLA3t1vHQWDmyGo97P53-7J0HIEWe93k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sPoqqi2uc2YW86YZhK8wZGXQVpw5CVaL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xQ9uZh_K5w0-mSf6Md1Wso9mWZxcQkQf/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i4J57ecK3nDzHWwll4e9qabv8HpQz4Tj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z2PVHaPo7aZzkbRbdj0HRu5W3o91mefs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mQSWSU-sn48XCHNuXQW4AXFj1YKO-O6c/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CEUd9O6uReDNg7ngvRgelSxQhM1oiEEX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FTK-DG0p2bU9PzLJcS5amYXQBA1Edo57/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KC3sGP4pmW-cmOvVAoM5ZOrgqkh-YP_B/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hwKRgjJ3upl-kdGS-mfKWG9DPTU7-js6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rsVsLWzxYiehmiDMBSfjFMCyuQ3uu9fC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ADJJDOYm0WSYeoW8NlnhTIzW--KGoO61/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q_VkdbgfpObYeQxg4Y1eKD60O9Fqr54q/view?usp=sharing


Year 12 chemists have been getting into the Christmas spirit this 

week with their Chemistrees, complete with bauble colours. 

“Chemistrees”



Students can send their designs to their 
form tutor or directly to Mr Rowlands.



RPS Festive Polar Challenge

With the library closed this year, we took our planned competition ‘out’ to the

Year 7s in the MFL block.

Never in our wildest dreams did we expect the response we got. Our challenge

was simple, buy a dot for 10p and place it on our map of the North Pole where

you think Santa’s HQ is.

Our Year 7s went ‘Dotty’ for Dots! The first class we went to wanted 97 dots and

they just kept buying. In all we sold over 1000 dots and made nearly £130.

We awarded prizes to the House which sold the most dots and the student who

had the closest dot to our HQ site. Congratulations to 7W and to S Parker in that

class.

We are extremely grateful both to the students and parents who supported this

Challenge. We plan to split the money between buying new books for the library

and charity.

Mrs Craig



Sixth Form Online Opening Evening – 13th January 2021

This year our Post 16 Virtual Information Evening will
take place on Wednesday 13th January 2021. The
Headteacher and Mrs Gallagher will be holding two live
webinars (6.30 pm and 7.15 pm) for which you can
pre-register via the link on our website welcome page.
Spaces are still available at the webinars – please do
book your place. On 13th January, students and parents
will be able to access the Post-16 webpage, where every
course on offer will have a pre-recorded video
presentation, as well as materials to help students decide
on the course that best suits. Students can apply via our
online application form which will be released on the
evening and we will begin accepting applications from
14th January. The deadline for applying is Friday 29th

January. We look forward to you joining us at the online
webinar!

Sixth Form News
Senior Citizens’ Gift Giving Afternoon

On a very wet and windy Wednesday students from Year 12 volunteered to
go out into the community and pay a socially distanced Christmas visit to
some of our local senior citizens, at their homes and at local care homes.
They presented them with a specially designed Christmas card and tea
towel, both the work of the talented E Waterhouse, ably assisted by the
design skills of Mrs Hyam, and the larger care homes were given a hamper
of gifts to share amongst their residents. Each guest was also given a strip
of raffle tickets and the winners will receive a lovely Christmas hamper or
gift box.
Thank you to everyone who so kindly donated gifts. We were overwhelmed
by your generosity and we are sure they will be greatly enjoyed by the
recipients.
It was such a pleasure to see the students realising the joy of giving and
helping others at such an important time.
We wish you all a very happy and healthy festive season. May this
Christmas end the present year on a cheerful note and make way for a fresh
and bright new year.



This month we welcome Mr Paul Cousin to the role of Head of Careers.

Paul spent the first half of his career in the pharmaceutical industry before

taking a career break to look after his young children. As part of his

professional guidance qualification he worked at a grammar school in Kent

and a University careers service.

We also welcome Mrs Jessica Jackson to the Careers Office as Employer

Liaison and Events Coordinator. With a previous career as a National

Accounts Manager in the recruitment industry and more recently as a

volunteer within Roundwood Park School, Jessica has experience working

closely with both employers and students and is well placed to assist Paul

Cousin to deliver an engaging careers programme for Roundwood Park.

Paul and Jess are keen to hear from any parents or carers interested in

helping with careers talks, events and skills sessions in the future.

careers@roundwoodpark.co.uk

Introducing our new joiners in the 

Careers Department

mailto:careers@roundwoodpark.co.uk


HOUSE NEWS
Congratulations to our impressive staff  bakers who produced the 

festive cakes below under theme of  The 12 Days of  Christmas.

1st – Miss Plowman 2nd – Mrs White 3rd – Miss Casey







Dear parent/carer

Thank you for everything you and your family are doing to play your part in the fight

against coronavirus. Our schools and other education settings have worked extremely

hard this term to help keep everyone safe. However, as we move into the Christmas

holidays, it is of utmost importance that we continue to stay safe.

We have seen a significant increase in the number of coronavirus infections in 12-16 year

olds and would therefore urge you to have a conversation with your child to make sure

they understand, and are following, the Government regulations to help prevent the

spread of coronavirus.

The actions you and your family can take to play your part are:

• Wash your hands regularly, for at least 20 seconds, with soap and warm water or use

an antibacterial hand sanitiser if soap and water isn’t available

• Stay at least 2 metres (or 1 metre with other measures, such as a face-covering) away

from those not in your immediate household

• Wear a face-covering where required and when it is difficult to socially distance

• Self-isolate and get tested if you develop symptoms

• Do not socialise indoors with anyone who isn’t in your immediate household and only

meet in groups of up to 6 people outdoors

Hertfordshire will be moving into Tier 3 restrictions as of 00:01am

tonight. Residents will need to familiarise themselves with, and adhere to, Tier 3

restrictions: www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-3-very-high-alert

Please remember that while your child is in school, they are in a ‘bubble’, which is

carefully managed by the school. However outside of school hours, they should continue

to follow the most up to date Government guidelines, and we encourage you to explain

this to your child.

If you choose to socialise in a bubble of up to three separate households during 23-27

December, which is the period the Government proposes to relax guidelines, please enjoy

this time but please also remember to do so safely by continuing to follow good hand

hygiene and socially distance where possible. Coronavirus is known to linger in enclosed

spaces, so keeping windows open can also reduce risk.

We wish you all a safe and peaceful Christmas.

Hertfordshire County Council

http://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-3-very-high-alert




 

 

 

Family Lives Helpline 
Free* confidential helpline for advice, information and support on any aspect 

of parenting and family life.  

0808 800 2222 
 Mon-Fri 9am-9pm Sat-Sun 10am–3pm 

Through life’s ups and downs, we’re with you, all the way 

www.familylives.org.uk 

askus@familylives.org.uk 

15-17 The Broadway, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL9 5HZ  

* From landlines and most mobile networks. 

Do you like helping and talking to people? 
Do you have a few hours a week to spare? 

Thinking about volunteering? 
 

Our volunteers are a lifeline to many families going through a difficult time. Become a 
Helpline Volunteer and enjoy the experience of helping others as well as improving your 
own wellbeing. If you are good at listening and can spare a few hours a week, we want to 
hear from you. Full training is provided, you can volunteer from home if you have a PC 
and good internet connection or at our local branch based in Old Hatfield in Herts.  

Email us at suebe@familylives.org.uk  for more information. 
Visit us at www.familylives.org.uk. 

 



























Mrs McMahon, English Dept
l.mcmahon@roundwoodpark.co.uk






