
Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope you are all well and staying safe. I wanted to congratulate all the students on the first week of learning. 
Teachers have reported how engaged, happy and enthusiastic the students were in their live lessons. 
Attendance levels are extremely high. Well done and keep it up! Thanks to all the parents who are supporting the 
learning from home. I would also like to thank you for taking the time to email and to express your appreciation 
for what we are trying to do. The online school of live lessons you are seeing now is the result of months of 
strategy, preparation, training, resource purchasing and planning for this second lockdown. I am incredibly proud 
of my staff and students for what we have achieved together this week and your encouragement is spurring us on 
for the long road ahead. I would also like to express my public gratitude to our governors for supporting the 
purchases of equipment when money is tight and to Alexandra Gray, Assistant Headteacher, for her leadership 
and tireless support for all of us in putting together the training programme. Our team is also doing a lot of work 
behind the scenes to ensure that students get the equipment they need to learn online or in school.     

With most students being at home now, we have made some changes to our absence reporting. You only need 
to email the “positivecovidtest” email address if your child is attending school in the key worker group. For any 
other positive cases please just email our absence line so that we know your child won’t be in lessons that day. 
This is because we no longer need to do contact tracing for students who are at home. 

The lockdown has enabled us to prepare for testing students and we will be in contact prior to the school 
returning to ensure that tests are arranged. Students who are attending school now will be tested shortly and we 
will be sending home packs with everything that parents and students need to know about this. 

Finally, mental health is vitally important at this time especially and I attach some information about how we will 
be supporting this over the next few weeks. 

Have a lovely weekend.     

Kind regards 

Alan Henshall 
Headteacher 
 


