
Key Stage 4 Options 
2021

History



History is not a thing of the past

‘History is a subject as 
dead as dead can be, first 
it killed the Romans and 
now it’s killing me.’



Year 9 Options
2021-2023

Why choose history....

Highly experienced 
teachers who are 100% 

committed to helping you 
succeed. 

Mrs Upton, Miss Robertshaw, Mrs Barter, Mr 
Dumpleton, Mrs Eldridge-Hodges
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Why choose history......

You cover extremely 
exciting topics. 

Medicine through time
Early Elizabethan England
Weimar & Nazi Germany

Superpower relations & the Cold War
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Why choose history......

Your lessons will include 
a wide range of teaching 

activities. 
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Why choose history....

It’s not all long essays!! 
Your exams will have 
short as well as long 

questions. 
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Why choose history....

You will continue to refine 
the key historical skills 

learnt at KS3

Source analysis
Interpretations

Causation
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Why choose history....

You will learn skills that 
will be useful in all your 

subjects
Constructing an 

argument 

Justifying your 
point 

Writing in a 
logical and 

precise manner

Sifting fact from 
“fake news”

Challenging and 
building on other 
people’s opinions

Important literacy 
skills
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Why choose history....

It complements a lot of 
other subjects..

History is for everyone and the beauty of the subject is 
that it underpins all subjects.

Biology = Charles Darwin, Edward Jenner, Fleming.

Geography  = Industrialistion and the link to polar ice caps 
melting
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Why choose history....

Career pathways

• Journalism
• Law

• Business
• Politics

• Archaeology
• Marketing
• Teaching



How did the Elizabethan’s 
treat warts?

The Elizabethans actually treated warts by cutting a mouse in half and applying it to 
the affected part. Doesn’t sound too hygienic by today’s standards.



What you will learn…
Year 10

Medicine in England
- Medicine in Medieval England
- Medicine in Renaissance England
- Medicine in the 18th and 19th century
- Medicine in modern Britain

The British sector of the western front 1914-1918
- What was happening on the Western Front?
- The work of the RAMC and FANY
- Significance of surgery and medicine



Who was Elizabeth married to?

Though Elizabeth I never officially married.  She claimed instead she was married to 
her country.  Despite this, she was linked with several high profile love affairs 
including with Sir Walter Raleigh.



What you will learn…
Year 10

Early Elizabethan England
- Queen, government and religion, 1558-69
- Challenges to Elizabeth, 1569-88
- Elizabethan Society and exploration 1558-88



Why did Hitler have an 
unusual moustache?

It is not known for sure, but peers from his first World War battalion claimed that he 
adopted a short moustache to fit into his gas mask during the ‘Great War’.  He 
retained the moustache after WW1.



During the Cold War how many times did the 
USA and USSR go to war with each other?

They didn’t! The Cold War was essentially a stand-off between the two big 
superpowers. A number of proxy wars took place as the US and USSR tried to exert 
their influence. 



What you will learn…
Year 11

Weimar and Nazi Germany
- Weimar Republic
- Hitler’s rise to power
- Nazi control and dictatorship
- Life in Nazi Germany

Superpower relations and the Cold War
- Origins of the Cold War
- Crisis of the Cold War
- End of the Cold War



COURSE OVERVIEW

Paper 1 – 30%
- Medicine in Britain 1050- present

Paper 2 – 40%
- Superpower relations and the Cold War 
1941-1991

- Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588

Paper 3 – 30%
- Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939



GCSE fieldtrip: Berlin



What do our year 11s think?

The subject is very 
interesting and the lessons 

are fun. The history 
department teachers are 

really good. The four topics 
you learn are very 

information
Olivia 

History is a great subject 
and all the teachers are so 

helpful and it is a great 
subject to take

History is: interesting, 
has nice teachers, you 

watch videos, have 
good lessons, lessons 

are always going 
somewhere and 

reasonable home 
learning

History department has 
good teachers and it is 
interesting to find out 

about how events shaped 
the world! Callum 

History is interesting
and the topics are fun 

to learn! 

History improves your 
essay writing skills.  

Faith. 



Strong student outcomes

The most common grade achieved in GCSE history last 

year in 2019 was a ‘9’ (18% of students)

44% of students achieved levels 9-7 in GCSE history last 

year (equivalent to A*-A grades) 

79% of students achieved levels 9-4 in GCSE history last 

year (equivalent to A*-C grades)



Over to you! Are you…

Ready to make your 
own opinion having 

weighed up the 
evidence?



History 

For more information please speak to your Year 9 teacher 
or contact Mrs Upton (j.upton@roundwoodpark.co.uk) 

mailto:j.upton@roundwoodpark.co.uk

