
Headlines

Dear parents and carers

I am pleased to say that with the school 
opening back up to its super-curriculum 
RoundUp is back as we have more to report 
about LIFE @ Roundwood Park.  

As we reach the end of  this week all of  the 
Year 11 and 13 students have completed their 
first run of  assessments.  Year 13 followed the 
example of  the Year 11s last week by being 
well prepared and focused.  We know that this 
can be a stressful time for certain students 
despite our best efforts and we are always here 
to allay any fears or worries which students or 
parents may have.  Our partnership with 
parents is one of  our key strengths and in 
these crucial times it is important that all of  
us are there for our Year 11 and 13s.

RoundUp is published fortnightly on our website.
http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk
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I am delighted to say that after the kindness 
shown by our parents during the lockdown 
learning from January to March we have been 
able to purchase 40 Chromebooks for students 
to use for their school work and to “attend” 
live lessons during this period.  These devices 
will continue to benefit students with home 
learning and blended learning in classrooms 
now and in the future.  Thank you very much 
for your generosity and kindness.  We are 
always at our best when our community 
works together, which we have done so 
magnificently over the last twelve months.  

Enjoy the rest of  RoundUp and have a lovely 
Bank Holiday weekend.

Alan Henshall
Headteacher

Reporting positive 
COVID Test Results

Please may we remind you to email us on

positivecovidtest@roundwoodpark.co.uk if

anyone in your family is unfortunate enough

to receive a positive COVID test result. This

is because we monitor this account out of

school hours and will be able to act swiftly

if action is required.

Non School Uniform Day 
Friday 14th May

Please note the non-school 

uniform day due to take 

place on Friday 30th April 

has now been moved to 

Friday 14th May. 

http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Roundwood-Park-School/168381959856611
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/roundwood-park-mobile-app/
mailto:positivecovidtest@roundwoodpark.co.uk


Payments

Vacancies

Any current vacancies are published on our

website. Please follow the link below:

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/

Reporting Student Absence:

When you call in for absence, please 

use our dedicated 24 hour absence line: 

01582 714049

or e-mail us at 

absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk

Important Dates

Please visit the RPS website for information 

including: RPS Calendar Letters Home Daily 

Bulletin Latest News Trips & Visits PE News

Vacancies RPS_HouseSystem

Please also follow us on 

Facebook & Twitter

@RPSCREATIVE; @RPSPE; 

@RPS_Pastoral; @RPSCAREERS

Or download the Roundwood Park mobile 

app to keep up to date with our news.

Year 7
Date Event

8 July 2021 Parent Consultation 

Evening (Virtual)

Forthcoming Events & 
Information

Residential Trips:

Jay Peaks Ski Trip 2022

Sat 2nd April – Sun 10th April 2022

3rd Instalment of £350.00 due by 30th April 

2021

Please note this trip is full. Please 

contact finance@roundwoodpark.co.uk to add 

your son/daughter to the waiting list.

Day Trips:

Year 7 Camp Cuffley

Tues 20th July 2021

Deadline for payment and Operoo responses is 

Weds 12th May 2021 

For financial aid for this trip, please 

contact finance@roundwoodpark.co.uk no 

later than 7th May.

Miss Manton/Mrs Kennedy

Trips Coordinators

Year 12
Date Event

4th May 2021 Year 12 Revision Event

Inset Day 
Date Event

9th June 2021 Inset Day 

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/
mailto:absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/school-calendar/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/letters-home/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/daily-bulletin/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/general-news/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/trips-visits/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/pe-news/
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/vacancies/
https://twitter.com/RPS_HouseSystem
https://twitter.com/creative_rps
https://twitter.com/RPSPE
https://twitter.com/RPS_Pastoral
https://twitter.com/RPSCAREERS
mailto:finance@roundwoodpark.co.uk
mailto:finance@roundwoodpark.co.uk
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PHYSICS SUCCESS AT THE OLYMPIAD

Great news from our A Level and GCSE physics students this spring!

This year saw a record turnout for the Year 11 physics Olympiad. The 

RPS results are simply outstanding, and without doubt the best ever 

achieved by a cohort at RPS, so congratulations to our silver award 

winners: J Brighton, W Chapple Norman, J Field, F Francis, G 

Lamb, E Martin, A Matharu, A Nicoli and C Soanes, and our gold 

award winners: D Bekat, A Corran, R Janes, A Sunkel, L Turnbull, 

M Webster and C Whitmore.

We also saw a record-breaking cohort from Year 12, where E Burns, A 

Feasy and T Sanwo achieved a bronze award, G Stapleton and A 

Williams achieved a silver award, and J Briggs and K Stapleton 

achieved a remarkable gold award. 

A special mention goes to K Stapleton, who did so well that she was 

invited to take part in the prestigious Astrophysics Selection Camp 

2021 that selects to represent the whole country at the International 

Astronomy and Physics Olympiad!

It is worth noting that these competitions are only entered by the best 

students of  physics nationally, and that they are dominated by 

academically selective independent school students, so receiving any 

award is a huge accomplishment!

Well done to all students that participated, the whole physics 

department is proud of  you.



SIXTH FORM NEWS

We are thrilled to announce that we have added five Curriculum Captain roles to our 

Student Leadership Governance.  They will be planning and delivering three different 

curriculum weeks throughout the next academic year.  The Deputy Head students, O. 

John and M. Webb will be leading the endeavours and we are certain the activity 

weeks will be a success as they are in such capable hands.  

In the Autumn there will be an Enterprise week, linked to Business and Economics.  

The week will be full of  innovation and activities for all years to explore.  The Spring 

term affords us two further opportunities and, without sharing too much about 

Humanities week before they start their promotions, it should grant younger students 

greater insight into criminology, psychology and sociology, subjects often reserved for 

Sixth Form or Further Education.  The final week will be a repeat of  the successful 

National Science Week; a hive of  practical activities for all ages to try.  We would like 

to congratulate O. Bhutiani, A. Velody, S. Franklin, T. Lowry and E. Simcox who 

have taken on these roles and wish them every success.

Mrs L Gallagher

If you are struggling with the costs of studying in Sixth Form the 

16-19 Bursary Fund 

is here to help.

If you are facing financial hardship, or are in receipt of means tested benefits 

you can apply for help with the additional expenses of post 16 study.

For more information speak to 

Mrs Hall in the Year 13 office or e-mail j.hall@roundwoodpark.co.uk

SLG EXPANSION 2021
New Leadership Opportunities for Sixth Form Students 



SIXTH FORM NEWS

Year 12 Revision

Following our assembly, this week we are focusing on the Systems aspect of  the VESPA 

Sixth Form Mindset Model.  We will be talking more about this in our Year 12 

Information Evening on Tuesday 4th May:

REMINDER: 

Mrs Gallagher and Mrs 

Bridgman will be hosting a 

Year 12 Revision event next 

Tuesday evening at 6.30pm, 

more details will follow 

shortly.

Well done to all Year 13s who have made a fantastic start to the assessment period. It has been 

great to see them coming in looking positive, smartly dressed and well prepared. It is a reminder 

of  the calibre of  young person who attends RPS when you receive emails on a Sunday night from 

students asking if  it’s ok to come into school at 7:30am so that they can get in some solid revision 

before the day starts.

As we look forward to starting back next week for in-school revision please remember that normal 

working week rules still apply regarding attendance, times on school site and Sixth Form dress 

code.  It has been really positive to hear how much students have appreciated the revision sessions 

they have already taken. Staff  are going out of  their way to ensure they are reassuring as well as 

reinforcing learning.  Some have even been kind enough to offer refreshments!  We really are 

lucky to have such great students and caring staff.

So, remember to keep the good revision habits going, support your mental and physical health (re-

watch our Learning to Learn video) and of  course best of  luck for assessment week 2.0. 

Mr R Mercel

Head of  Year 13



FOODBANK DONATION

During the last week of term prior to

the Christmas holidays, we went and

delivered the outstanding amount of

food donations we had received to a

local foodbank in Harpenden. At

Roundwood we feel it is so important to

give back and support those in our local

community where we can, and we were

extremely grateful to be able to do this

given the current circumstances.

With Herts Young Homeless as

Roundwood’s current local charity, we

felt our delivery to the foodbank could

help those in need in our local area and

it enabled us to promote awareness.

We gathered all the donations we had

received and categorised them into

specific items, with the help from

members of the SLG, some Year 12s,

Mrs Tattersall and Mrs Gallagher. We

then filled up the school’s minibus and

took them to the foodbank, who were

extremely grateful for our contributions.

We want to say a massive thank you to

any of you who brought in any

donations we received such a large

selection of products from soups to

cereals to hygiene products. It was

brilliant to see how much we could

collect with all year groups coming

together in such a short space of time.

Charity Captains:

L. Graham, E. Beynon and G. Pimm



DUKE OF EDINBURGH

Over the Easter holidays, our Year 10 Bronze and Year 12 Silver Duke of  

Edinburgh’s Award students undertook three days each of  training and 

expeditions.

Fifty-four Year 10 students learnt how to put up tents, plan their food as a group, 

cook on a Trangia stove, plot their walking route, what to do in an emergency 

and took part in a first aid course.  They then walked their routes to complete 

their expedition.  Whilst this was not a traditional expedition as no camping 

overnight was allowed due to COVID restrictions, the students learnt invaluable 

skills which will stand them in good stead if  they wish to progress to the Silver 

award.

Twenty-three Year 12 students also took part in their three day practice 

expedition in and around Harpenden.  We look forward to taking them away on 

their Qualifying expedition in the summer when, hopefully, a few more 

restrictions may be lifted.

Well done to all the students who took part.

DofE WITH A DIFFERENCE

Thank you to Miss Atkin, Miss Budarkiewicz, Mr Desborough, Miss Gardner, 

Mrs Hubbard, Dr Inglima, Mr Jacquinot, Miss McMahon, Ms Mooney, 

Mr Pettengell, Mr Stowe, Mrs Turberville who all gave up their time to come 

in and help with the groups over the six days.  Thank you also to Mr Seymour, 

Miss Manton, the site team, lettings and Mrs Gallagher for enabling this to 

happen at short notice.

Mrs Thomson, Mrs James and Mrs Godbee




















