
Roundwood Park School  

Literacy Support KS3 

Intent Statement:  

In Learning Support, we identify students early on in year 7, who would benefit from extra Literacy lessons. Entry data, alongside Primary School data, is 

analysed and targeted students are withdrawn from a language/s and have access to a broad and ambitious literacy support curriculum. The Learning 

Support curriculum aims to challenge students and to fill in any gaps in literacy knowledge and understanding. The curriculum also aims to be fun and 

enjoyable, endeavouring to promote a positive attitude towards reading and writing. This will in turn, have a positive impact on all of their other subjects. We 

want to remove barriers to learning and create happy, confident learners, paying considerable attention to raising confidence and self-esteem. We aim to 

provide support and intervention intensively in KS3, to enable our learners to thrive and achieve well in their GCSE’s, we believe early intervention is key to 

this success.  

We want our students to leave us in KS3 with a love of reading and learning, having confidence in their ability, using skills developed in Learning Support, to 

be successful.   

Knowledge Outline for KS3 Literacy lessons: 

● To develop an appreciation and love of reading by the end of KS3 

● To develop and have a wider understanding of texts 

● To read critically through texts 

● To write accurately, fluently and effectively for pleasure and information 

● To plan, draft, edit and proof read their work 

● To read a range of different text types confidently and fluently 

● To understand increasingly challenging texts 

● To speak confidently and present ideas, as part of a group 

 

  



 

 

By the end of KS3: 

● Students will have some creative writing tools and, with encouragement, should be able to use these in their work. 
● Students will have read and analysed two whole fiction texts thus widening their reading experience. 
● Students will have some understanding of PETER paragraphs. 
● Students will be able to use simple grammar features including full stops, commas and question marks. 
● Some students will be able to make some predictions about a text using clues and inferences from the writer. 
● Students will have taken part in small class discussions. 
● Students are able to confidently decide Purpose, Audience and form conventions for non-fiction. 
● Students can write straight forward non-fiction texts for a range of purposes and audiences.  
● Students can extract information when analysing non-fiction text and utilize that information. 
● Students will have a more confident approach to public speaking and the ability to form a coherent argument and debate fairly within a group of 

people. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year Core Knowledge Skills Frequency 
 

7 

 
During year 7, students will read Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo. 
Reading is supported by the class teacher and students are encouraged to 
read both independently and alongside an adult or their peers.  
Throughout the year, regular activities covering spelling, punctuation and 
grammar will form part of each lesson, with a particular emphasis on 
spelling in year 7.  
The year 7 Learning Support Curriculum aims to support the English 
curriculum in year 7 by reading texts on a weekly basis and developing 
creating writing by learning various writing tools and techniques. 

 

• Consolidate and build on their knowledge of 
grammar, punctuation, spelling and vocabulary 
through drawing on new vocabulary and 
grammatical constructions from their reading and 
listening and trying to use these in their writing. 

• Use standard English confidently in their own 
writing and speech. 

• Give short speeches, expressing their own ideas and 
keeping to the point. 

• Participate in small group discussions, working on 
being a good listener as well as being able to 
express their own thoughts and opinions. 

 
 
 

1 hour per 
week 

 
8 

 
During year 8, students will read Abomination by Robert Swindells. 
Reading is supported by the class teacher and students are encouraged to 
read both independently and alongside an adult or their peers.  
Throughout the year, regular activities covering spelling, punctuation and 
grammar will form part of each lesson, with a particular emphasis on 
punctuation in year 8.  
The year 8 Learning Support Curriculum aims to support the English 
curriculum for year 8s by reading texts on a weekly basis and developing 
creative writing skills by analysing language and structure in short texts 
and exploring the impact that these have on the reader. 

 

• Learning new vocabulary and understanding it 
with the help of context and dictionaries. 

• Making inferences and referring to evidence in the 
text. 

• Checking their understanding to make sure that 
what they have read makes sense. 

• Learning how language, including examples of 
figurative language, presents meaning. 

• Studying setting, plot, and characterisation, and 
the importance of these. 

• Writing for a range of purposes and audiences, 
including stories and other imaginative writing  

• Amending the vocabulary, grammar and structure 
of their writing to improve its coherence and 
overall effectiveness. 

• Paying attention to accurate grammar, 
punctuation and spelling. 

 
 
 
 
1 hour per 
week for 
some, 2 
hours for 
others 

 
 

  



Year Core Knowledge Skills Frequency 
 

9 
(Learning 
Support is 
optional) 

In year 9, students begin a 1-year course at Level 1 in Functional Skills 
English. The course aims to enable learners to develop confidence in 
English language skills, preparing them for progression into their GCSE 
English Language course. 
 
The Functional Skills English course has 3 components; reading, writing 
and speaking, listening and communication.  
 
As part of the reading element students will learn to understand 
increasingly challenging texts through: 

• Learning new vocabulary, relating it explicitly to known vocabulary 
and understanding it with the help of context and dictionaries 

• Making inferences and referring to evidence in the text 

• Knowing the purpose, audience and context of the writing and 
drawing on this knowledge to support comprehension  

• Checking their understanding to make sure that what they have read 
makes sense 

As part of the writing element students will learn to write straight forward 
non-fiction texts. They will practise writing for a range of audiences and 
purposes, including: 

• Formal letters 

• Formal emails 

• Reports 

• Narratives 

• Instructions 
As part of the speaking, listening and communication element students 
will be asked to present ideas both individually and as part of a group. 
They will be encouraged to;   
 
• Use Standard English confidently in a range of formal and informal 
contexts, including classroom discussion. 
• Give short speeches and presentations, expressing their own ideas 
and keeping to the point.  
• Participate in formal debates and structured discussions, 
summarising and/or building on what has been said 

• To use Standard English confidently in a range of 
formal and informal contexts, including classroom 
discussion. 

• To give short speeches and presentations, 

expressing their own ideas and keeping to the 

point.  

• To participate in formal debates and structured 

discussions, summarising and/or building on what 

has been said 

 
 

 
 

2 hours per 
week 

 


