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Course Overview

Composition 30%
Free composition (15%) 

Composition to a set brief (15%)

Performance 30%
Solo performance (15%)

Ensemble performance (15%)

Component 3: Listening and Appraising
Written exam 1hr 30 mins (40%)

Your performances 
for both 

components need 
to be a minimum 
of four minutes 
with at least one 
minute as part of 

an ensemble

Your 
compositions for 
both components 

need to be a 
minimum of 

three minutes 
long
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Assessment

As
se

ss
m

en
t o

bj
ec

tiv
es

Non examined content

Examined content

AO1
Perform with technical control, 
expression and interpretation

AO2
Compose and develop musical 
ideas with technical control and 

coherence

AO4
Use appraising skills to make 

evaluative and critical judgements 
about music 

AO3
Demonstrate and apply 

knowledge
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Listening and Appraising- Areas of Study  

Areas of 
Study

1: My Music

2: The 
Concerto 
Through 

Time

3: Rhythms 
of the 
World

4: Film 
Music

5: 
Conventions 

of Pop
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What do our students say about GCSE ………?

“I liƎƈ ƪƲsiƆ Ƅư yƬu 
caƑ ƩƈƞrƑ ƫew 

inƖƱrƘƐƢƫtƖ aƫd 
diffƈƕƢƫt ƖƱyƏeư”

“There is so 
much variety in 

the lessons”

“If you like music, 
you will find the 

lessons fun as you 
get to work in 

groups as well as 
working as an 

individual.”

“It’s not like 
others subjects, 
it’s something 

different and fun 
on the timetable. 
Highlight of my 

week!”

“You get to 

understand 

music on a 

deeper level 

and appreciate 

it even more.”

“Challenging 
AND fun.”
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Frequently asked questions

What are the 
requirements 
in order to do 
the course?

Do I have to be 
able to play 

more than one 
instrument?

WhaƗ ưtƄƑơƞrƇ 
do I ƑƈƢơ to ƅƈ 

on Ɛƶ 
inƖƱrƘƐƢƫt?

Do I need to be able 
to read music?



For more information please speak to your Year 9 teacher or 
contact Mrs Gray a.gray@roundwoodpark.co.uk

or Miss Dale a.dale@roundwoodpark.co.uk

Music
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