
Headlines

RoundUp is published fortnightly on our website.
http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk

RoundUp
Issue: 169

Date: 1st April 2022

Roundwood Park School, Roundwood Park, 

Harpenden AL5 3AE Tel: 01582 765344 

e-mail us at admin@roundwoodpark.co.uk

Dear parents and carers

As we reach the end of a busy half

term, I would like to thank you for all

your support in the many curricular

and extra-curricular activities that

have taken place.

We are very grateful to all of the

students for filling in the sexual harm

survey that we did last week. The

results were very positive and we will

share the outcomes with you in due

course.

On Wednesday evening it was our

great pleasure to welcome back last

year’s Year 13 students to receive

their certificates and the many

awards they have achieved. It was

lovely talking to parents and students

and finding out what they have been

up to since they left school. Thank

you for the many comments about

how we handled the Teacher

Assessed Grades (TAG) process last

year which allowed the students to

progress to the next stage of their

lives. I would also like to thank the

excellent Student Leadership Group

for helping with the catering

arrangements and to

Julie Jefferies in the Sixth Form team

for organising the whole event and

for making the hall look so amazing.

We played two district cup finals this

week. The Year 7 boys played

magnificently against Sandringham

and, whilst defeated, they played

some excellent football and

conducted themselves superbly. The

senior girls’ team were stoic in defeat

and kept going to the end against a

very fine Beaumont side.

Congratulations to both teams for

reaching the final.

It only leaves me to wish you a lovely

Easter holiday and we will see you

next term.

Alan Henshall

Headteacher

Roundwood Park 
Prayer Group

A group of Christian parents meet to

pray every half term for staff,

students and school life at

Roundwood Park. If you would like

to join any future meetings please

contact:

Sadie Chamberlain - 07400 544547

http://www.roundwoodpark.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Roundwood-Park-School/168381959856611
https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/roundwood-park-mobile-app/


Reporting Student Absence:

When you call in for absence, please 

use our dedicated 24 hour absence line: 

01582 714049

or email us at 

absence@roundwoodpark.co.uk

Please visit the RPS website for information 

including: RPS Calendar Letters Home Daily

Please also follow us on:

Facebook, Instagram & Twitter

Facebook: Roundwood Park School

Instagram: Roundwood Park School

Twitter: @Roundwood_Park; @RPSPE

@RPS_Pastoral; @RPSCAREERS

You can also download the Roundwood Park 

mobile app to keep up to date with our news.

Forthcoming Events & 
Information

Please visit the RPS website for 

information including: PE News

End of Term Arrangements

Lost Property

Please can all parents/carers check

that their child has the correct

items of property. We have been

contacted by a number of parents

advising of missing items and it

could be that another student has

picked up the incorrect item by

mistake. Please ensure all property

is clearly labelled with the

student’s full name to prevent any

mix ups!

Term ends at 3.20pm on Friday 1st

April. We return to school on

Tuesday 19th April. Please ensure

students return to school in Summer

uniform after the Easter break.

Please refer to the website for a full

breakdown on summer uniform:

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/wpc

ontent/uploads/2019/04/Uniform-

List-2019.pdf

New Parent Governors

Following the recent Parent

Governor election we are pleased to

announce that Eve Audis and Mark

Franklin have both been appointed

to the governing board. Thank you

to the parents who put their names

forward for the position and all those

who voted in the election.

Please can we ask parents and carers

NOT to bring in forgotten

bags/home learning/equipment

during the school day. It is so

important that students learn good

organisational skills and check that

they have everything they need before

they leave home in the morning. We

do not have the capacity to store or

deliver these items.

Dropping off Equipment
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Payment Reminders

Residential Trips

KS4 MFL Trip to Madrid

7-11 Oct 22

£250 deposit due by 19th April 22

Liverpool Geography Trip Y12

11-15 Jul 22

£280 balance due by 22nd April 22

South Wales Geography Trip Y10

21-24 Jun 22

£190 balance due by 22nd April 22

Preston Montford Biology Trip Y12

29 Jun – 1 Jul 22

£200 balance due by 30th April 22

Jay Peaks Ski Trip 23

31 Mar – 9 Apr 22

2nd interim instalment £350 due by

30th April 22

Holland Football Tour 23

3-7 April 23

2nd Interim instalment £125 due by

17th April 22

Day Trips

Year 9 Theatre Trip

The Play That Goes Wrong

14th July 2022

Deadline for payment is 1st April

2022 – Limited Places

Please also ensure permission is given

on Operoo

This has also been opened up to

Year 8 for the last remaining spaces,

on a first come first served basis.

Year 10 Theatre Trip

An Inspector Calls

28th September 2022

Deadline for payment is 30th April

2022 – Limited Places

Please also can you ensure

permission is given on Operoo







This year we entered our top set students from Year 9, 10 and 11

for the UKMT. This award encourages mathematical reasoning,

precision of thought and fluency in using basic mathematical

techniques to solve interesting problems. The problems are

designed to make students think and challenge their thought

processes.

Many of our students were awarded a mixture of bronze, silver

and gold certificates for their scores in the challenge but T Lai

(10S) got the best results in the school. Thirty students were

further selected for the follow on rounds: Pink Kangaroo, Grey

Kangaroo or the more prestigious Cayley challenge.

Special congratulations to J Howie (9GT), I Turner (9M) who

received a merit in the Grey Kangaroo and to D Gaches (10F),

T Lai (10S) and B Wake (10W) who were awarded a merit in

the Pink Kangaroo. Special mention also goes to B Taylor-Rose

(9O) who was selected for the very prestigious Cayley challenge.

The Intermediate Kangaroo

challenge is an extremely difficult

challenge. All of our students did

exceptionally well to compete in

this prestigious award.

Well done and congratulations!

Intermediate Maths Challenge



Mr Henshall awarded more five more scholars badges this week.

Five Year 7 students have worked really hard on their super-

curriculum projects. They gave thorough, interesting, engaging

presentations of their work to Mrs Martin and the SLG.

They have visited places, researched aplenty, read tons, created

and learned along the way. All of their learning has been

enrichment to the curriculum taught in school.

Rose said “Even though I struggle with maths. I am proud how I

have learned in maths this year and so I wanted to find out more

about the subject”.

Scholars

If  you would like to find out more 

about how to become an RPS Scholar, 

see:  

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/super-

curriculum/

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/super-curriculum/


What is the Super-Curriculum?

Learning does not just happen in the

classroom and those who go on to be masters

in their field spend lots of time independently

exploring, asking questions and finding

answers. So we have developed the

Roundwood Park Super-Curriculum to help your children follow

their passions and achieve mastery in the subjects that may shape

their future.

Why complete the Super-Curriculum?

Completing these stretch and challenge tasks will give your child

an opportunity to shine. Committing to these learning challenges

will help them to develop many Aspire habits too; they will

become a more resilient, ambitious and independent learner.

These are skills that are sought after by employers and

universities alike.

What is a Roundwood Park Scholar?

Students who complete either ALL of the challenges in ONE

subject or FIVE in FIVE subjects will become a Roundwood

Park Scholar and be given a scholars badge to wear on their

blazer.

Please see the school website for details.

Roundwood Park Super-Curriculum

Super-Curriculum

https://roundwoodpark.co.uk/super-curriculum/


What more can we say? After 2 years of

uncertainty, no venues and disrupted

training we were all seriously doubting

whether there would actually be a full 3-

stage competition this year and whether

anyone would be in a fit state to

compete. After fighting through the

regional and zonal rounds, over 550

gymnasts descended upon Kings School

in Macclesfield and proceeded to amaze

everyone with their skill and aerial

precision over 10 hours of competition

on Saturday 12th March. The RPS

trampoline squad have been working

hard all year to get to these finals.

RPS Trampoline Squad National Success

We had a tremendous day of success with the

senior boys and girls team being crowned

National Champion, Yr 9-10 girls placing in 2nd,

and Yr 7-8 girls were 6th. L Nightingale was

3rd in his age group. There was no shortage of

love and support between the whole RPS team.

Thank you to the staff that gave up their time to

come with us and to our coaches too.



RPS Trampoline Squad News

Congratulations to the following gymnasts who have been

awarded gymnasts of the month for their hard work and

excellent progress:

January – Jemima Q

February – Izzy T

March – Elle B and

Bri-Ann C

Congratulations to Evie S,

Anna R-W and Izzy T

who have completed and

passed their British Gymnastics

trampoline helper award!



Vegware is a manufacturer and visionary brand, the global

specialist in plant-based compostable foodservice packaging.

Their award-winning products are known for their quality,

performance and design.

Vegware is sold in over 70 countries, with distribution

throughout Europe, the Middle East, South America, and the

Caribbean, and operational bases in the UK, USA, Hong Kong

and Australia. They work with the world’s largest contract

caterers and distributors, helping foodservice establishments

meet their sustainability goals.

Here at Roundwood Park School Catering we are committed to

continually improving our offer making all food choices

accessible embracing the ‘Grab & Go’ preference of our

students.

We are mindful of the impact on the environment and have

worked hard to use up many on stock plastics and are now

making sustainable swaps for new products.

Mrs Jacobs

Catering Manager 

RPS Catering - Sustainability



After Easter, we will be starting a string ensemble for all string 

players: 

violin

viola

cello  

double bass

It will be led by Katy Wilmshurst, our violin teacher and 

everyone is welcome, whatever your level. 

You don’t have to learn in school to take part.

We will be playing all sorts of  music from classical to film 

music. 

So come along to MU1 on Thursday lunchtimes at 1:40!

Calling All String Players! 



The holidays might be just around the corner, but we are still busily adding resources 
to the Tooled Up library. In fact, the Easter break provides the perfect opportunity for 
tweens and teens to use our updated 14 day Wellbeing Journal. Following useful 
feedback from some of the young people who’ve enjoyed it, we’ve changed things up 
and given it a new, more usable, booklet format. Check it out now!

We can’t believe that we’ve recorded nearly 100 podcasts with leading researchers 
from around the world! We’ve just published number 95, a fascinating interview with 
Dr Rory Devine about interacting with children during the early years, where we learnt 
lots of simple ways that parents and educators can make a positive difference to 
outcomes.

In response to a request from our community, we’ve also added two simple activities 
to encourage primary-aged children to seek help when they need it. One encourages 
them to name five people who are there to support them and the other nudges them 
to consider what might make them reluctant to ask for help (the latter can be used as 
a prompt for discussion in class or at home).

If you’ve got a YouTube lover in the house, you might want to read our latest 
Wednesday Wisdom and our March Researcher of the Month posts. Both focus on 
fascinating new research examining the impact of influencers and advertising on 
children and young people and are eye-opening stuff!

We hope you all enjoy some R&R over the break. Should you hear the dreaded phrase, 
“I’m bored”, don’t forget that we have just the thing to help in the library

kathy@tooledupeducation.com

www.tooledupeducation.com

www.drkathyweston.com
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https://www.tooledupeducation.com/resource/five-fingers-of-support-my-helping-hand/
https://www.tooledupeducation.com/resource/what-stops-me-asking-for-help/
https://www.tooledupeducation.com/?p=48205
https://www.tooledupeducation.com/research/sponsoredads-the-impact-of-influencers-on-children/
https://www.tooledupeducation.com/resource/100-things-to-suggest-if-your-child-complains-they-are-bored/
mailto:kathy@tooledupeducation.com
http://www.tooledupeducation.com/
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