
Key Stage 4 Options 

French



For holidays

For work or study abroad

To grow your brain

To improve self-confidence

Google 

Translate isn’t 

up to the job! Why study 
a language?

For careers in the UK or abroad



Pourquoi le français?





Higher tier: Grades 4 – 9
Foundation tier: Grades 1 - 5



Listening – 45 minute exam (Higher)



Speaking –10-12 minutes (higher)

Roleplay
Picture-based discussion
Conversation



Reading – 1hr exam (Higher)

Comprehension questions 
Translation into English



Writing – 1hr20 exam (Higher)

2-3 writing tasks (90 words and 150 words)

1 translation



…. and don’t worry!  Your French doesn’t have 
to be perfect, even for a Grade 9 ☺



Why did you choose French GCSE?

Y10: I wanted 
to challenge

myself

Y10: It looks good 
on your CV and to 
jobs/universities

Y10: You don’t just 
learn the language, 
you also learn about 

the country

Y11: Not sure but 
I don’t regret it!

Y11: It’s a way of being 
able to talk to new 

people and travel to 
new places



What do you like most about the course?

Y10: The 
skills and 
the trips

Y10: It’s relaxed 
and you can make 
mistakes without 
feeling anxious

Y10: The 
fun 

activities

Y10: Learning 
new things every 

lesson

Y10: Learning 
about culture and 
French speaking

Y11: When 
everything comes 

together and 
you’re confident

speaking the 
language

Y11: The amazing 
music which has 

influenced my 
writing 

Y11: Everyone in the 
class has become a 

lot closer because of 
the communication 
aspects of French

Y11: the 
teachers – very 

helpful and 
supportive

Y11: It’s 
different, adds 

to the week



Is it difficult?

Y10: Yes but it 
is worth it and 
the teachers 

really help you

Y10: A 
good 

level of 
difficulty

Y11: Some parts 
are easy and 

some parts are 
hard like every 

subject

Y11: Speaking was 
scary at first but we 
have done so much 

practice it is easier now

Y11: At the start 
but once you do it 
for some time it 

sticks in the mind



Would you recommend French 
GCSE to someone in year 9?

Y10: Yes, the trips, 
experience and knowledge 
makes it all worth the work

Y10: Yes as it’s a 

good life skill

Y10: Yes, it’s 
very enjoyable

[everyone 
said ‘yes’!]

Y11: Learning a language is an 
amazing experience and the 

teachers teaching it make it that 
much better

Y11: It widens your sights 
and is a really fun course.  

Each lesson is different, keeps 
you on your toes

Having a creative outlet and 
learning how to speak to 
someone from a different 

country is an amazing 
experience



Normandie



FRENCH

For more information please speak to your Year 9 teacher 
or contact Mrs Robinson  

la.robinson@roundwoodpark.co.uk

mailto:la.robinson@roundwoodpark.co.uk

