
Key Stage 3 Learning Journey

8
YEAR

7
YEAR

The Elements 
of Music

Programme 
Music

12 bar blues

Treble Clef 
Staff Notation

The blues scale
Improvisation
Syncopation

Sharps and 
Flats

Pulse/Beat

Simple Time
Signatures

Note Durations

String 
Instruments

Timbre and 
Sonority

Popular 
Song 

Structure

Lyrics and Song 
Words

Instruments, 
Timbres and 

Sonorities in Songs

Pedal 
Ostinato

Ostinato

Texture - 
Melody, Drone 
and Ostinato

Effective 
keyboard 

performance 
technique 

9
YEAR

YEARS

10
11

Texture – 
Melody, 

Chords and 
Bass line

Chords I, II, 
IV & V

Ground 
Bass

Theme 
and 

variation

Bass Clef Musical 
Instruments

The Bass Guitar

African 
Musical 

Instruments

Djembe 
Performance 

Technique – Bass, 
Tone & SlapMaster

Drummer

Q&A/Call 
and 

Response
Textures - 
Cyclic and 

Polyrhythms

Texture – 
Melody and 

Accompaniment

Leitmotif/
Sequencing

Mickey-Mo
using

Diegetic
Non-Diegetic

Chromaticism

Staccato
Articulation

Creating a Musical 
Arrangement
Cover Version

Chords as an 
Accompaniment: 

Keyboard, Guitar, Ukulele

Texture – Melody, 
Counter-Melody, 

Hooks/Riffs, Chords, 
Accompaniment, Bass Line

Simple and 
Compound 

Time 
Signatures

Notation – 
Lead Sheets

I II IV V

Canon
Round

Notation – 
Lead Sheets

Roundwood Park School
Music Department 

The Blues

Blues Song 
Structure

Ostinato

Blues Songs 
Lyrics

Keyboard Skills

African 
Drumming 

Pulse/Beat

Pachelbel’s Canon

Baroque 
period 

Harpsichord

Composing 
skills

What makes a good hook 
line?

Introduction to 
Garage band 

  Folk Songs

The Elements 
of Music Major & 

Minor

Ostinato

Drone

Melody/
Theme

Rap

M

u
s
i
c
a
l
 

F
u
t
u
r
e
s

Waltz
Accompaniment

Hip Hop 

Pulse/Beat

Lyric analysis ‘Where is the 
Love’ 

performance

The Guitar

Singing

Song Writing 

Popular 
Song 

Structure

Popular 
Song 

Structure

Texture – Melody, 
Counter-Melody, 

Hooks/Riffs, Chords, 
Accompaniment, Bass Line

What makes a good 
melody?

Film Composition
Soundtrack

Sound Effect

Syncing

Timbre and 
Sonority

Texture - 
Melody, Drone 
and Ostinato

Group 
performance

Rhythm & Metre 

Composing 
skills

Chords & 
Melody

Sequencing
skills

E natural 
minor

Elec
tro

nic
 

Dan
ce

 M
us

ic

Sequencing

Sequencing

Walking bass Composing 
skills


