
Roundwood Park School 

KS4 EDEXCEL DRAMA – KS4 Curriculum Map 

 
The aims and objectives of GCSE DRAMA revolve around the further development of the 3 areas of dramatic exploration at KS3 - understanding our personal 

story, other people’s stories and Theatrical storytelling. In addition, the GCSE curriculum will enable pupils: 

● To understand, develop and apply a range of theatrical skills in creating, designing, directing and performing  

● To explore, interpret and analyse performance texts, understanding their social, cultural and historical context including the theatrical conventions of 

the period in which they were created. 

● To develop as creative, effective, independent and reflective students able to make informed choices in process and performance 

● To develop an awareness and understanding of the roles and processes undertaken in contemporary professional theatre practice 

● To adopt safe working practices. 

● We tailor our course choosing live performances, set texts and stimulus material that connect with the students and the world they 
know, whilst allowing them the opportunity to expand their awareness and deepen their experience of it.  
 

 

Assessment objectives: 

● AO1 Create and develop ideas to communicate meaning for theatrical performance. 
● AO2 Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live performance. 
● AO3 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how drama and theatre is developed and performed. 
● AO4 Analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of others. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 10 Autumn term Year 10 Spring term Year 10 Summer term Year 11 Autumn term Year 11 Spring term Year 11 Summer term 

3 wk Introduction period 

Students are given a range 

of practical sessions, to 

develop their underpinning 

knowledge, understanding 

and skills for the course, as 

outlined in the specification. 

A01 & A02 - Initial 

assessments on skill levels 

take place in lesson. 

 

Component 3 Section A: 

Theatre makers in 

practice 

Students develop their 

performance skills whilst 

exploring the set text DNA 

by Dennis Kelly for the 

written exam from a 

performer, designer and 

director point of view. 

 

Component 3 Section B 

Live review 

Pupils also see a live theatre 

show and watch the 

Component 3 pieces shown 

by both the Year 11 and 

year 13 cohorts. Lesson 

time is given to exam prep 

for this section of the paper.   

A03 & A04 - Folder hand in 

points are every 3 weeks.  

A01 & A02 - Practical 

knowledge and application is 

marked every third week.  

Component 2: 

Performance from text  

Students spend the majority 

of this term creating 2 

performance pieces, 

developing skills enabling 

them to contextualise, 

interpret and perform 

their chosen extracts. 1 

Extract is from a teacher 

chosen performance text 

and leads to a group 

performance piece. 1 extract 

leads to a Monologue 

performance chosen from 

DNA.   

A01 & A02 - Practical 

skills and application are 

marked every third week. 

 

A03 & A04 - Folder hand 

in points are every 3 

weeks assessing write 

ups and continued set 

text exam response 

work.  

 

A01 & A02 - Component 2 

Mock performance exam 

of both extracts takes 

place in March-April.  

 

A03 & A04 - Component 3 

Mock written paper takes 

place in March  

 

Component 1: Devised 

Performance - ground 

work  

Students explore a range of 

stimuli learning the devices 

and conventions of 

theatrical practitioners 

Frantic Assembly. They 

begin to develop their 

portfolio writing skills by 

recording their ideas and 

experiences in weekly home 

learning tasks. During this 

time skills relating to 

groupwork, organisation and 

problem solving are 

developed as much as 

theatrical conventions.  

 

Students go to see a second 

piece of live theatre and 

develop their evaluation 

skills based on findings in 

their mock exams.  

 

A01 & A02 - Practical 

skills and application are 

marked every third week. 

 

A03 & A04 - Folder hand 

in points are every 3 

weeks assessing write 

ups and continued set 

text exam response 

work.  

 

 

 Component 1: Devised 

Performance  (continued)  

Students are given the 

stimuli that their 

assessment will be based on 

– Currently Episode 

synopses of BLACK 

MIRROR 

As a group, students devise 

their own piece of work 

based on the stimulus. 

A01 &A02 Component 1  

Devised  performance 

Exam (10% of GCSE) 

performed In November. 

A03 &A04 Component 1 

Devised performance 

portfolio (30% of GCSE) 

first draft due in 

December.  

Students see a third piece of 

live theatre. 

 

A03 & A04 - Component 3 

Mock written paper takes 

place in November 

During Year 11 Mock 

Leave 

 

As year 10 –  

A01 & A02 - Practical 

skills and application are 

marked every third week. 

A03 & A04 - Folder hand 

in points are every 3 

weeks assessing write 

ups and continued set 

text exam response work 

Component 2: 

(continued) Performance 

from text 

Students spend the majority 

of this term creating 2 

performance pieces, 

showing awareness of how 

to contextualise, 

interpret and perform 

their chosen extracts. Both 

extracts are from a teacher 

chosen performance text 

and leads to a group 

performance and 

monologue piece for each 

pupil.    

 

A01 & A02 - Component 2 

Performance exam of 

both extracts assessed by 

external examiner takes 

place in March (20% of 

GCSE) 

 

Component 3 – Revision 

intervention sessions and 

home learning continues 

throughout the term – see 

home learning.  

As before  

A01 & A02 - Practical 

skills and application are 

marked every third week. 

A03 & A04 - Folder hand 

in points are every 3 

weeks assessing write 

ups and continued set 

text exam response work 

Component 3 Section A: 

Revision of Theatre 

makers in practice 

Students use 2 lessons per 

week to revisit and revise 

from their notes made 

throughout the course 

relating to their set text 

DNA by Dennis Kelly. 

 

Component 3 Section B 

Live review 

Students use 1 lesson per 

week to revisit and revise 

from their notes made 

throughout the course 

relating to the live review 

section of the exam paper.  

   

A01 & A02 Students sit 

the external examination 

in May/June. 



 

Year 10 Extra/Super-curricular Year 11 Extra/Super-curricular 

AUTUMN TERM HWK 
1 DNA Lesson write up per week  
1 independent task from the prescribed list linked to DNA per week  
(see below)  
 
SPRING TERM HWK 
1 DNA/Live review exam home learning tasks per week  
1 Independent task from the prescribed list relating to the performance 
project per week 
 
SUMMER TERM HWK 
1 DNA/Live review exam home learning tasks per week 
1 devising based independent task from the prescribed list per week 

AUTUMN TERM HWK 
 
Devised write ups, independent tasks, process essays and exam responses.  

 
SPRING TERM HWK 
1 DNA/Live review exam home learning tasks per week  
1 Independent task relating to your performance script per week 
 
SUMMER TERM HWK 
2 DNA/Live review exam home learning tasks per week 
 
 

In addition to the above students are involved in: 
Running the Year 8 Drama Club  
Directing the House Drama Competition  
Partaking in the National Theatre Connections drama festival 
Upper school productions and musicals depending on what we are offering 
Working with other years providing tech support 

 
 
 
 



 

Above is an example of the way we set independent learning as ‘Home learning Bingo’ tasks to be completed each week.  
 

 
 



 

An example of how Year 10 looks week by week: 

 


