
 

 

24th October 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We're writing to you today to ensure our whole school community has clarification of our 
expectations regarding the use of mobile phones during the school day. For the vast majority 
of Roundwood Park students, this policy will not ever need to be enforced.  

Our goal is simple: to create the best possible learning environment, look out for our students' 
wellbeing, and encourage them to connect face-to-face. To help us achieve this, we're 
reiterating the specific steps we'll be taking to enforce our existing policy. 

Why We're Discouraging Phone Use in School 

We all know how distracting mobile phones can be. Our main reason for this rule is to 
maximise teaching time and minimise those interruptions. Even when they're not being used, 
phones can pull a student's focus away from the lesson. By requiring phones to be “off and 
away” throughout the day, we're doing a few key things: 

• Protecting Focus: Making sure students are fully engaged with their teachers and 
classmates, without constantly checking notifications. 

• Boosting Wellbeing: Helping to reduce the anxiety and pressure that social media and 
digital comparisons can sometimes bring. 

• Encouraging Real Connections: Giving students the space to chat and interact in 
person during break and lunchtimes. 

• Maintaining Safety: Reducing the risk of inappropriate photo-taking or recording 
around the school. 

What Happens If a Phone is Seen or Used 

Our expectation is that mobile phones are not to be seen, heard, or used by students at any 
point between entering the school site in the morning, until they leave the school gates at the 
end of the day.  

We want to be perfectly clear about the consequences if this rule isn't followed: 

Instance 
within One 
Half Term 

Action and Consequence 

First Offence The phone will be immediately confiscated by the member of staff who 
has seen the phone and will immediately be taken to the pastoral office. 
The phone will be locked away for safekeeping. 



 

The student will receive a 1 hour C3 detention (48 hours notice will be 
provided to ensure appropriate arrangements can be made for collection 
if needed) 

The phone may be collected by the student at the very end of the school 
day removing any concerns about travel home. 

Additional 
Offences 

 

The phone will be confiscated, and the student will receive a one hour 
C3 detention as previously. 

For one full week, the student will be required to hand in their phone to 
the pastoral office upon arrival each morning for safe keeping and they 
will be allowed to collect it at the end of the school day. They will not be 
allowed access to their phone during the school day. 

This measure balances the necessary consequence with safeguarding, 
ensuring students have access to their phone during travel time to and 
from school. 

* Should a mobile phone be seen at the end of the day, before students have left the school 
site, the phone will not be confiscated at this time but a C3 will still be logged.  

Refusal to follow these expectations, including refusal to hand in the phone when requested 
will result in an immediate escalation of sanction and students will receive a C3F detention (1 
hour and 30 mins after school on a Friday).  

How We're Supporting Our Students 

We want to make sure our students understand why this rule is in place, not just what the rule 
is. 

When we return after half term, we will be using form time to talk about the rationale behind 
this school rule and will reference digital citizenship, how distractions affect the brain, and 
practical ways to manage devices successfully during school hours. This is our way of giving 
students the support they need to comply with these expectations. 

Thank you so much for working with us to keep our school environment focused, safe and 
positive.  

Please support your children further by ensuring that you are not messaging or contacting 
them on their phones during school hours. If you need to pass on a message or speak to your 
child, please contact the main reception and we will be sure to support you in these matters.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs Ellie Sykes  
Deputy Headteacher  

 
 

 


