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Introduction and Core Purpose 

Roundwood Park School is committed to providing a calm and focused learning 

environment. In line with the statutory government guidance (Mobile Phones in Schools, 

introducing a default "mobile phone-free school day"), this policy establishes a clear 

framework to eliminate the distraction, disruption, and safeguarding risks associated with 

smartphones and smart technology during the school day.  

Our principal objective is simple: "Off and Away" To achieve this seamlessly, Roundwood 

Park School utilises the huSH Pouch system. This system allows students to retain 

possession of their devices safely while ensuring they remain entirely inaccessible during the 

school day. 

Following extensive consultation with Harpenden secondary schools and our parent 

community, we have identified that the increasing impact of mobile phones and social media 

negatively affects student concentration, wellbeing, and social interaction. 

This policy aims to: 

● Eradicate the distraction of mobile phones during the school day. 

● Foster stronger face-to-face peer interaction and social engagement. 

● Protect students from incidents linked to social media and phone misuse. 

● Align with the Department for Education (DfE) Mobile phones in schools guidance 

(February 2026). 

Linked Policies and Guidance  

● Department for Education (DfE): Mobile Phones in Schools Guidance – 

Providing the structural framework for a mobile-phone-free environment by default 

across the full duration of the school day. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-schools


● Department for Education (DfE): Behaviour in Schools Advice – Outlines the 

essential legal requirements for schools to build calm, safe environments, alongside 

statutory protocols for school detentions, isolation, and behaviour interventions. 

● Department for Education (DfE): Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE) – 

The core statutory safeguarding documentation governing online safety, 

cyberbullying mitigation, and filtering/monitoring requirements. 

● UK Parliament Legislation: The Education Act 1996 (Section 91 & 92) – 

Providing the clear legal basis under which school staff are empowered to discipline 

pupils and formally confiscate personal property. 

Internal School Policy Hooks 

● Roundwood Park School Behaviour Policy 

● Roundwood Park School Behaviour Curriculum  

● Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy 

● Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) & Medical Needs Policy 

● ICT and Equipment Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) 

The huSH Pouch System 

The school uses the huSH pouch system to maintain a phone-free environment while 

allowing students to carry devices for safety during their commute. The Hush Pouch is a 

secure, signal-blocking, lockable pouch. It is treated as a mandatory piece of school 

equipment, equivalent to a student’s planner, pen, or calculator.  

All students in Year 7-11 will use the huSH pouch during the school day.  

● Upon entering the school gates, students must turn off their mobile phones/smart 

devices, place them inside their assigned Hush Pouch, and snap the pouch closed 

securely. 

● The Pouch will be checked during morning registration by the Form Tutor to ensure it 

is locked and the phone secured away.  

● Students carry their locked Hush Pouch inside their school bag throughout the day. 

The signal-blocking technology ensures no notifications, vibrations, or rings disrupt 

learning. 

● At the end of the school day, students tap their pouch against the designated Hush 

Unlocking Stations located at exit routes to retrieve their working phones for the 

journey home. 

● The huSH pouch is loaned to the student at no cost. Students are responsible for 

bringing their pouch to school fully intact every day. If a pouch is intentionally 

damaged, defaced, or lost, a replacement fee of £12 will be charged to the 

parents/carers via the school's payment portal. 

Prohibited Items and Connectivity 

● Smartwatches and Earbuds: Smartwatches are not permitted in school as they 

provide a distraction. As the huSH pouch acts as a Faraday cage, it will block signals 

to earbuds or watches while the phone is secured. 

● Analogue Watches: These remain acceptable for use in school. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/behaviour-in-schools--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/behaviour-in-schools--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/91
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/91


● Liability: The school accepts no liability for loss or damage to devices or equipment 

brought onto the site; phones and all electronic devices remain the responsibility of 

the student. 

● Chromebooks vs. Phones: This policy applies strictly to mobile phones and 

smartwatches. Educational technology, specifically student Chromebooks, must be 

used in accordance with the school’s separate Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) 

Policy and must never be used to bypass mobile network restrictions. 

Explicit Alignment with the Behaviour Curriculum 

Our Mobile Phone Policy is not merely a set of rules; it is an active pillar of our Behaviour 

Curriculum, which explicitly teaches students how to develop positive habits, focus attention, 

and foster healthy social interactions. The explicit routine of powering down devices and 

using the huSH pouch is rehearsed at the start of the academic year to embed it as a 

positive, friction-free school norm. 

Through our behaviour curriculum and form-time sessions, we teach the rationale behind 

this policy: 

● Cognitive Load and Focus: We explicitly teach students how notifications fragment 

attention. Removing the temptation of the phone frees up working memory for 

academic success. 

● Mental Health and Well-being: We teach the value of "switching off." Removing 

digital social pressures during the day reduces anxiety and shields students from 

online harms, cyberbullying, and peer pressure during school hours. 

● Social Cohesion: Our behaviour curriculum emphasises face-to-face communication. 

Phone-free breaktimes and lunchtimes encourage real-world interaction, active play, 

and the development of strong interpersonal skills 

This is covered in Half Term 1 (Rules, Routines and Readiness) and again in Half Term 3 

(Social Intelligence and Pro-Social Behaviour) a brief additional reminder is provided in Half 

Term 5 (Professional Etiquette and Contextual Manners.) 

Explicit Alignment with the Behaviour Policy 

The Mobile Phone Policy operates directly under the umbrella of the main Roundwood Park 

School Behaviour Policy and its three foundational rules: Be Respectful, Be Responsible, 

and Be Safe. 

Rule Alignment 

● Keeping phones locked ensures respect for the teacher’s right to teach and fellow 

students' right to learn, entirely free from digital distraction or illicit filming. 

● Students are responsible for bringing their Hush Pouch to school every day, 

maintaining its condition, and ensuring their phone is locked inside it. 

● Eliminating phone use prevents peer-on-peer abuse via social media during the 

school day and ensures a safe online footprint while at school. 

 



The Consequences Ladder (Sanctions) 

Misuse of mobile phones or failure to comply with the huSH Pouch routine constitutes a 

breach of the Behaviour Policy. Sanctions will be applied progressively via our standard 

consequences system: 

Infraction / Scenario Immediate Action Sanction / Consequence 

Phone visible or 

heard (not in pouch or 

pouch unlocked during 

the day) 

Device and pouch 

instantly confiscated 

by staff and handed 

in to the Pastoral 

office.  

FIRST OFFENCE - C3F 

Consequence: Logged on school 

system. Friday 1.5 hour detention to 

be set. Device returned only at the 

end of the day. 

SECOND OFFENCE - C3S 2 hour 

Saturday detention to be logged 

and Phone will need to be collected 

by Parent.  

THIRD OFFENCE – C4 Internal 

Suspension. Meeting in school with 

Parents and SLT. Phone to be 

handed into the Pastoral office 

every day for a term. 

Failure to bring Hush 

Pouch to school 

Students must log 

devices at the 

Pastoral Office 

immediately upon 

arrival. 

Device held securely in pastoral 

office in a phone locker until the end 

of the school day. Repeated 

offences trigger a 

uniform/equipment C3 1 hour 

detention. 

Damaging or 

tampering with the 

Hush Pouch 

Pouch and phone 

confiscated. 

Parents/Carers to be 

contacted. 

Additional Daily 

monitoring required/ 

Families will be billed for the 

replacement cost of the pouch 

(£12). Detention issued under 

"Damage to Property" within the 

behaviour policy. 



Phone to be handed 

in each day.  

Refusal to hand over 

a phone/pouch to staff 

Student to be taken 

to the Achievement 

Centre for the 

remainder of the day 

and a C4 logged. 

Parents to be 

informed.  

Severe Breach or Repeated 

Behaviour: Internal Isolation or 

Fixed-Term Exclusion for defiance 

of staff authority. 

 

Searching and Confiscation 

In line with statutory DfE guidelines and the Education Act 1996, the Headteacher and 

authorised staff retain the legal right to search students and their possessions if they have 

reasonable grounds to suspect a prohibited or non-compliant device is being concealed, this 

includes mobile devices. 

Exemptions 

Roundwood Park School recognises that exceptional circumstances exist. Medical or 

accessibility exceptions must be formally approved by the SENDCo and Deputy 

Headteacher: 

● Medical Needs (e.g. Diabetes Monitoring): Students who require continuous glucose 

monitoring via a smartphone app will be issued a specialised Hush Medical Pouch 

(or a specific identification pass). This allows the device to remain unlocked but used 

strictly for health monitoring, never for communication or leisure. 

● Young Carers / Urgent Family Situations: If a student has an urgent operational need 

to contact home, they must do so via their Head of Year or the Main School Office. 

Parents must call the main office for any emergency messages to be passed to 

students.  

● The school reserves the right to consider any individual needs on a case by case 

basis.  

Administrative Procedures 

● Students arriving late must lock their own pouch at the point of signing in at 

reception. 



● Students leaving for appointments should have their pouch unlocked at the main 

reception or pastoral office before leaving. Unlocking magnets will be provided to the 

staff working in these areas.  

● Students who have forgotten their pouch must hand their phone into the Pastoral 

office for storage in a phone locker until the end of the day. 

● The pouch is school property. Replacement pouches will be charged to families at 

£12. It is an essential part of school uniform and must be replaced.  

● In recognition of their transition to independent study, Sixth Form students may use 

their mobile phones, but only within the designated Sixth Form Common Room. They 

must not use or display their phones in front of younger pupils or in communal 

corridors. 

Communication in Emergencies 

We ask for the support of Parents and Carers in the implementation of this policy and ask 

that they do not attempt to contact their child during the school day unless there is an urgent 

need to do so.  

 

● Parents to Students: Parents who need to contact their child in an emergency or to 

pass on important information must contact the school reception. We will ensure that 

the message is passed to your child.  

● Students to Parents: If a student needs to speak with home, this will be facilitated 

by pastoral or administrative staff. Students should use break and lunchtimes to 

request that contact is made home.  

 


